REFLECTIONS

God is glorified not only by His glory's being seen, but by its being rejoiced in.
Jonathan Edwards
from "Miscellanies", in The Works of Jonathan Edwards
We live in an era in which many are looking for personal fulfillment. People reject the
fullness offered in Christ and search for other ways to fill themselves.
David Garland
Peace is the rest of will that results from assurance about how things will turn out.
Dallas Willard
from Renovation of the Heart
We are not to seek out God's secret decree of predestination or to try to find evidence of it
in ourselves, but, as Calvin urged, to see Christ as the “mirror” of our election. God's
predestination is hidden from us, but Christ is not. The unveiling of the mystery hidden in
past ages, the person and work of Christ, becomes the only reliable testimony to our
election. Those who trust in Christ belong to Christ, are elect in Christ.
Michael Horton
from God of Promise
We can decide to live in response to the abundance of God, and not under the dictatorship
of our poor needs.…We can decide to center ourselves in the God who generously gives and
not in our own egos which so greedily grab. One of the certain consequences of such a life
is joy.…
Eugene H. Peterson
from A Long Obedience in the Same Direction
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin
Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Isaiah 55:6-7 and Matthew 11:28
Pastor:
Seek the Lord while He may be found;
Call upon him while he is near.
All:
Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts,
Pastor:
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
All:
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”
Pastor:
Come, let us worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE:

700

“Come, We That Love the Lord”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 58:1-14
“Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift up your voice like a trumpet; declare to my people their
transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet they seek me daily and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that did righteousness and did not forsake the judgment of their God; they
ask of me righteous judgments; they delight to draw near to God. 3‘Why have we fasted, and you see
it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of
4
your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold, you fast only to quarrel
and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be
5
heard on high. Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it to bow
down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a fast,
and a day acceptable to the Lord? 6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness,
7
to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 8Then shall your light break forth
like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the
9
glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall
cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the
10
finger, and speaking wickedness, if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday. 11And the Lord
will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your bones strong;
12
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. And your
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be
called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in. 13If you turn back your foot from
the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight and the holy
day of the Lord honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, or seeking your own pleasure,
14
or talking idly; then you shall take delight in the Lord, and I will make you ride on the heights of
the earth; I will feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.”
1

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Most Gracious Lord, you have given us everything. You have revealed yourself to us and you
remind us daily through the Holy Spirit and the Word that you have chosen us to be your own.
We are blessed beyond measure in the knowledge that we are secure forever in your love. We
come here today with the opportunity and the means to worship you rightly and to rest in your
wondrous grace. And yet we come without delight and without joy. We come knowing that we
have lived as if we were wretched and poor. We come struggling to find some semblance of
happiness in what we know to be idols because by our actions we have made them so. Father,
forgive us! Cause us to examine and confess the depths of our sin. Make this a time for us of true
confession, confession that recognizes and understands that everything, even our faith, the ability
to believe and understand, has given to us by our gracious Savior. Grant us rest and peace and
cause us to delight in you alone. Do this, O Lord in the name of Jesus, our Savior. Amen.
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CONFESSION
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Psalm 103:11-14
Pastor:
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward
those who fear him.
All:
As a father shows compassion to his children, so the Lord shows compassion to
those who fear him.
Pastor:
Through the work of Christ, our sins have been taken away. In him alone, we can
have peace with God. May the peace of Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
HYMN:

500

“Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me”

COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting
Presentation of tithes & offerings

Lorrie Pate, vocalist

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made. Who, for us and
for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He
suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come
again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
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And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for
the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

COMMITMENT
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF PETITION
HYMN:

675

“Only Trust Him”

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 1:1-14
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
4
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
6
purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
7
Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight
9
making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven
and things on earth.
11

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed
14
with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire
possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
SERMON:
HYMN:

“Resting in Christ: A Blessed Union”
693

Rev. Jeff Pate

“Blessed Assurance” vs. 1, 3
5

COMMUNION
Pastor:

Our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this
cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory.
In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely
forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself
finished on the cross once for all.
He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with
his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he
wants us to worship him.

People:
Pastor:

—from The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A's 75, 80

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

“Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting”

1. Jesus, I am resting, resting in the joy of what thou art;
I am finding out the greatness of thy loving heart.
Thou hast bid me gaze upon thee, as thy beauty fills my soul,
for by thy transforming power, thou hast made me whole.
Chorus:
Jesus, I am resting, resting in the joy of what thou art;
I am finding out the greatness of thy loving heart.
2. O how great thy lovingkindness, vaster, broader than the sea!
O how marvelous thy goodness lavished all on me!
Yes, I rest in thee, Beloved, know what wealth of grace is thine,
know thy certainty of promise and have made it mine. (Chorus)
3. Simply trusting thee, Lord Jesus, I behold thee as thou art,
and thy love, so pure, so changeless, satisfies my heart;
satisfies its deepest longings, meets, supplies its ev’ry need,
compasseth me round with blessings: thine is love indeed. (Chorus)
4. Ever lift thy face upon me as I work and wait for thee;
resting ’neath thy smile, Lord Jesus, earth’s dark shadows flee.
Brightness of my Father’s glory, sunshine of my Father’s face,
keep me ever trusting, resting, fill me with thy grace. (Chorus)
BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:
6

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

The college lunch will be in the fellowship hall directly after the worship service today! All
college students are invited, as well as the Riverwood members participating in the Adopta-Student program. Covenant Kids Club and the Junior High Youth Group meet tonight
at 4:30pm. Senior High Youth is at 5:40pm.
SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
September 9 College Lunch / Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
September 16 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
September 23 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
September 9 Kimberly Staggs
September 11 Bill Hopper
September 11 James Jones
September 13 Sandra Hanson
September 14 Kaitlin Jones
September 14 Mary Emma Wright
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; Psalm 125; James 2:1-10, 14-17; Mark 7:24-37
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Matthew: Part One, Establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth by Jen Wilkin
Study groups began last week. Three groups are offered: Wednesday mornings at 10:00am in
the Administration Building, Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm at the home of Lori Turner
(no childcare available), and Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the Administration Building
(childcare available). If you plan to attend Thursday nights and need childcare, please notify
Lorrie Pate. Materials are available in the church office, and a $10 donation is appreciated
to help with printing costs.
SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING
The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, September 12, at 6:30pm in the
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.
OTHER EVENTS
Wednesday, September 12, 3:30pm: Children’s catechism classes
Sunday, September 30: Deacon’s Fund Offering
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 9: Kristina Patridge / Darla Cook / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Savannah Cook
September 16: Lora Locklear / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Daniel Page / Sumlin Pate
SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard
Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through August 2018:
Operating Income:
$280,394.75
Operating Expense*:
$293,364.55
Net Income:
($12,969.80)
Designated gifts:
$23,271.00
Building loan balance:
$901,738.08
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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