
 Just as from a tree came sin, so also from a tree came salvation.
 By the cross death is destroyed,
 and by the cross salvation shines;
 by the cross the gates of hell are burst,
 and by the cross the gates of paradise are opened.
      Miletus of Sardis
      2nd Century bishop

Q. Why is there added (to the Apostles' Creed): “He descended into hell”?
A. That in my severest tribulations I may be assured that Christ my Lord has redeemed me 
from hellish anxieties and torment by the unspeakable anguish, pains, and terrors which he 
suffered in his soul both on the cross and before.
      Heidelberg Catechism, #44

I know the resurrection is a fact, and Watergate proved it to me. How? Because 12 men 
testified they had seen Jesus raised from the dead, then they proclaimed that truth for 40 
years, never once denying it. Every one was beaten, tortured, stoned and put in prison. 
They would not have endured that if it weren't true. Watergate embroiled 12 of the most 
powerful men in the world and they couldn't keep a lie for three weeks. You're telling me 
12 apostles could keep a lie for 40 years? Absolutely impossible.
      Charles W. Colson

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE      Humble Thyself in the Sight of the Lord  Bob Hudson, arr. Mark Hayes 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Isaiah 25
Pastor:   O Lord, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise your name, 
   for you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and true.
All:  For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy 
  in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade from the heat.
Pastor:  On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich 
  food, a feast of well-aged wine well refined. And he will will swallow up on 
  this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is 
  spread over all nations.
All:  He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 
  from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all 
  the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     66     “God Is Known among His People”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 49:7-20
7 8Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life, for the ransom of their life 

9 10is costly and can never suffice, that he should live on forever and never see the pit. For he sees 
that even the wise die; the fool and the stupid alike must perish and leave their wealth to others. 
11Their graves are their homes forever, their dwelling places to all generations, though they called 

12 13lands by their own names. Man in his pomp will not remain; he is like the beasts that perish. This 
 

is the path of those who have foolish confidence; yet after them people approve of their boasts.
14Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; death shall be their shepherd, and the upright shall rule 

15
over them in the morning. Their form shall be consumed in Sheol, with no place to dwell. But 

16
God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me. Be not afraid when a 

17man becomes rich, when the glory of his house increases. For when he dies he will carry nothing 
18

away; his glory will not go down after him. For though, while he lives, he counts himself blessed — 
19

and though you get praise when you do well for yourself — his soul will go to the generation of his 
20fathers, who will never again see light. Man in his pomp yet without understanding is like the 

beasts that perish.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: based on a Puritan prayer
O Lord, I marvel that you became incarnate, were crucified, died, and buried. The tomb calls 
forth my adoring wonder, for it is empty and you are risen; the gospel attests to it, the living 
witnesses proved it, and my heart's experience knows it. United to you by faith, I wish to be 
buried to sin, to selfishness, and to the world that with you I may be raised to new life. Please 
forgive me for my sins and my stubborn resistance to your Spirit. O Lord, there is so much that is 
sinful in me—crucify it, much that is worldly—mortify it. Grant me more and more of the 
resurrection life: may it rule me, may I walk in its power, and be strengthened through its 
influence as the Holy Spirit abides in me and leads me. I ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 9:24-28
Pastor:  You who believe in Jesus Christ, lift your heads and hear the good news! For Christ has 
   entered, not into holy places made with hands, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
   before the presence of God on our behalf. He has appeared once for all at the end of the 
   ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
All:  And just as it is appointed for man to die once and after that comes the judgment, so 
   Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not 
   to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.        

HYMN:     172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder”    
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       Across the Lands         Townend & Getty, arr. Mark Hayes 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions & Answers 31, 37, and 38

Leader:  What is effectual calling?
People:  Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, by which he convinces us of 
  our sin and misery, enlightens our minds in the knowledge of Christ, 
  and renews our wills, and so persuades and enables us to embrace Jesus 
  Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel.

Leader:  What benefits do believers receive from Christ at death?
People:  The souls of believers are at their death made perfect in holiness and 
  immediately pass into glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, 
  rest in their graves until the resurrection.

Leader:  What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection?
People:  At the resurrection Christ will immediately raise up in glory all believers; 
  he will openly acknowledge and acquit them in the day of judgement,  
  graciously rewarding them according to their works of faith, and they will 
  enter into the full enjoyment of God for all eternity.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Holy Spirit”

C O M M I T M E N T
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SCRIPTURE: Acts 2:22-36
22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
23
this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

24and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it 
25

was not possible for him to be held by it. For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always 
26

before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and 
27my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

28
or let your Holy One see corruption. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make 

29me full of gladness with your presence.’ Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the 
30patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being 

therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one 
31of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that 

32he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. This Jesus God raised up, and 
33

of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 

34
seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, ‘The Lord 

35 36
said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ Let all the 
house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.”

SERMON:           “The God We Believe In: The Son Who Disarmed Death”  Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

H O L Y  S P I R I T
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     480     “Come, for the Feast Is Spread” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     291     “See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph” 
                 (sung to the tune Ode to Joy)

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; Philemon 1:1-21; Luke 14:25-33

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group both meet tonight. Kids Club is in the fellowship 
hall from 5:30-7:00, and Youth Group meets in the barn from 5:30-7:30pm.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

FALL PIER GROUPS

Riverwood's small group Bible studies are known as "Pier Groups" as they provide a place to 
protect, secure, and provide access to vessels (thanks Webster's). The fall groups begin today. To 
sign up, go to riverwoodchurch.org and look for the Pier Groups tab. There are several 
options to consider of both times and topics to include:

 • "Humility", Sundays, 5:30pm, led by Gene Martin at the Martins' home
 • "Humility", Sundays, 5:30pm, led by Robert Thornton at the Sheppards' home
 • Book of Ruth, Sundays, 5:30pm, led by John Kim and Steven Crawford at the    
  Arnolds' home.
 • Sermon follow-up, Sundays, 5:30pm, led by Jimmy Hopper at the church 
  Administration building
 • "Sacred Marriage", Wednesdays, 6:30pm, led by Jeff Pate at the Pates' home
 • Book of Daniel, Thursdays, 5:30pm, led by Clay Staggs and Allen Powers at the 
  Staggs' home.

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, September 11, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

QUILT BLOCKS FOR THE URBANS - LAST CHANCE!
If you would like to fill out a quilt block and have not had an opportunity to do so, see 
Joann Williams. Also, please return all quilt blocks and pens to Joann.

OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON

 Sunday, September 29: Service Team Luncheon
 Sunday, September 29: Deacon’s Fund Offering
 Sunday, October 13: John Graham’s 90th Birthday Celebration
 Sunday, October 27: Reformation Celebration
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September 9     Kimberly Staggs
September 11  Bill Hopper
September 11   James Jones
September 13  Sandra Hanson
September 14  Kaitlin Jones

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 8: Michelle Moss / Joanie Norris / Meg Sigmon & Vielyana Kim / Calvin Kim

September 15: Michael Henry / Heather Henson / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Quay Finch

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Greg Vander Wal

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2019:
Operating Income:                   $273,109.46
Operating Expense*:  $279,144.59
Net Income:                          ($6,035.13)
Designated gifts:                   $64,296.52
Building loan balance:          $821,091.61

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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