
The war is over. The alienation and divine displeasure toward us because of our sin have 
been removed. We are no longer objects of wrath. We have peace with God whether we 
realize it or not. However, to the extent that we understand and believe the truth regarding 
justification, we will experience a subjective peace – that is, a sense of peace within our 
souls. We will know that we have been bought from a state of condemnation and the 
prospect of eternal judgment into a state of forgiveness and favor with God.

      Jerry Bridges

God cannot give us happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There 
is no such thing.

      C. S. Lewis

We start each day with our personal security resting not on the accepting love of God and 
the sacrifice of Christ but on our present feelings or recent achievements in the Christian 
life. Since these arguments will not quiet the human conscience, we are inevitably moved 
either to discouragement and apathy or to a self-righteousness which falsifies the record to 
achieve a sense of peace. But the faith that is able to warm itself at the fire of God’s love, 
instead of having to steal love and self-acceptance from other sources, is actually the root of 
peace.

      Richard Lovelace

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Dusty Sheppard

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 130
Pastor:  If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O LORD, who could stand? 
  But with you there is forgiveness that you may be feared. 
All:  I will wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
  my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen in the morning. 
Pastor:  O Israel, hope in the LORD! 
All:  For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
  and with him is plentiful redemption. 
Pastor:  And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.
  Come, let us worship!
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HYMN:     4     “All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above”                      

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 1:16-20

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow’s cause. “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD: 
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like 
crimson, they shall become like wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good 
of the land; but if you refuse and rebel you shall be eaten by the sword; for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Gracious Father, you are good beyond all thought, but we are vile, wretched, miserable, 
blind, and stained by sin. We bring our hearts to you and ask you to melt away any 
hardness by your love. Reveal where sin has deceived us, especially in our attempts to 
make ourselves righteous before you. Despite our best efforts, we know that our very best 
acts are as filthy rags before you and cannot merit salvation. We wholeheartedly confess 
that nothing can remove sin’s stain but the blood of Christ. Please wash us. Cleanse our 
consciences. Move us to hope in nothing but your mercy. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Psalm 103 and Romans 8
Pastor:   Now lift your heads and hear the good news of the gospel! Although sin had 
  left you stained, in Christ God has cast your sin away from you as far as the 
  east is from the west. If you are in Christ, there is now no condemnation for 
  you. You are forgiven. 
All:  Thanks be to God.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N  &  A S S U R A N C E  O F  P A R D O N
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:    305     “Arise, My Soul, Arise”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  from Heidelberg Catechism Q&A #60
Leader:  How are you righteous before God? 
People:  Only by true faith in Jesus Christ.
  Even though my conscience accuses me of having grievously sinned 

against all God’s commandments, of never having kept any of them,
  and of still being inclined toward all evil, nevertheless, without any merit 

of my own, out of sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect 
satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness of Christ, as if I had never 
sinned nor been a sinner, and as if I had been as perfectly obedient as 
Christ was obedient for me. All I need to do is accept this gift with a 
believing heart.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     331     “Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit”



P R E A C H I N G  T H E  W O R D

5

SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:1,2

1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
2Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which 

we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Leader:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                    “The Disciple’s Pervasive Peace”                    Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     “I Will Glory in My Redeemer”

I will glory in my Redeemer, whose priceless blood has ransomed me
Mine was the sin that drove the bitter nails, and hung Him on that judgment tree

I will glory in my Redeemer, who crushed the power of sin and death
My only Savior before the Holy Judge
The Lamb who is my righteousness
The Lamb who is my righteousness

I will glory in my Redeemer, my life He bought, my love He owns
I have no longings for another, I'm satisfied in Him alone

I will glory in my Redeemer, His faithfulness my standing place
Though foes are mighty and rush upon me

My feet are firm, held by His grace 
My feet are firm, held by His grace

I will glory in my Redeemer, who carries me on eagles' wings
He crowns my life with loving kindness, His triumph song I'll ever sing

I will glory in my Redeemer, who waits for me at gates of gold
And when He calls me, it will be paradise

His face forever to behold 
His face forever to behold.

Words and music by Steve and Vicki Cook
©2001 Sovereign Grace Music

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103 & Galatians 4
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.
Pastor:  He forgives all your iniquity, heals all your diseases, redeems your life from 
  the pit, and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
All:  When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 
  born of woman, born under the law, 
  to redeem those who were under the law, 
  so that we might receive adoption as sons.
Pastor:  And because we are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
  hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son,   
  and if a son, then an heir through God. Let us eat the feast with 
  thankful hearts as God's redeemed and beloved children.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
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B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:     699     “Like a River Glorious”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)        

Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit 
in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, 

strengthen us with all power, according to your glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy that we may constantly give thanks to our 

Heavenly Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the 
saints in light. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.                  

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  P R A Y E R  F O R  2 0 2 2



8

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Through August 2022
Operating Income:              $289,291.28
Operating Expense*:     $306,292.14
Net Income:                    ($17,000.86)
Designated gifts:       $86,787.07
Building loan balance:     $650,130.29

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Psalm 139; Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Philemon; Luke 14:25-33

MONTH AT A GLANCE
   September 4 - No Youth or Kids due to Labor Day
   September 6 - College Dinner at the Patridge Home
   September 8 - New Women's Study begins
   September 11 - One-to-One Bible Reading Seminar (Sunday school)
   September 18 - Beth Almeida Retirement Celebration / 
     Dinner on the Grounds

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY

Ladies of Riverwood Presbyterian mark you calendars for our 8 week Bible study titled, 
“Standing Alone: Scenes from Elijah and Elisha” by Paige Brown, via a recorded video 

stream, followed by discussion and prayer, beginning Thursday, September 8, 2022. There 
will be study times for this series: one at 10 a.m. and one at 6 p.m. every Thursday.

ONE-TO-ONE BIBLE READING
On September 11, during the Sunday school hour, we are going to have one combined class 
where we discuss principles for how to read the Bible with someone else. We will also have a 
time where this is demonstrated by a few folks and then practiced by the whole class in small 
groups. Our hope is that this seminar will give you more confidence to open the Bible with 

your spouse, child, family member, friend, and co-worker.

BIRTHDAYS

September 4 David Drinkard
September 6 Ben Sigmon
September 9 Kimberly Staggs
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