
The catholic or universal church, which is invisible, consists of the whole number of the 
elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ the Head thereof; and 
is the spouse, the body, the fullness of him that fills all in all.
      Westminster Confession of Faith, 25-1

The church that is not jealously protected by mighty intercession and sacrificial labors will 
before long become the abode of every evil bird and the hiding place for unsuspected 
corruption. The creeping wilderness will soon take over that church that trusts in its own 
strength and forgets to watch and pray.  
      A. W. Tozer

We do not want, as the newspapers say, a church that will move with the world. We want a 
church that will move the world.  
      G. K. Chesterton

He pursued us even to the desolate anguish of the cross, where he bore our sin, guilt, 
judgment and death. It takes a hard and stony heart to remain unmoved by love like that. It 
is more than love. Its proper name is grace, which is love to the undeserving.
      John R. W. Stott 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin
Nancy Allen, piano; Mary Clare Johnson, violin

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE     Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing     arr. Marilyn Carlson
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 24
Pastor:   Lift up your heads, O gates! 
   And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.   
   Who is this King of glory?
All:  The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle!
Leader:  Lift up your heads, O gates! 
  And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in.   
  Who is this King of glory?
All:  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory! 
Leader:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     198     “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 10:12-22
12“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

13
soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you 

14today for your good? Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the 
15earth with all that is in it. Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 

16
offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. Circumcise therefore the foreskin 

17of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of 
18

lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He 
executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and 

19 20clothing. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You shall 
fear the Lord your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 
21
He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your 

22eyes have seen. Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the Lord your God has 
made you as numerous as the stars of heaven.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against your holy 
laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done those 
things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who confess 
their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in 
Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and 
humble life to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: passages from Colossians 2
Pastor:    Through faith in Jesus Christ, you were circumcised with a circumcision made 
    without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
    having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
    through faith in the powerful working of  God, who raised him from the dead.
All:  We who were dead in our trespasses and the uncircumcision of our flesh, God 
  made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our  trespasses, by canceling 
  the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
  nailing it to the cross.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “In Christ Alone” (lyrics on page 6) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY          Oh, How I Love Jesus        arr. Lance Bastian
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF PETITION

HYMN:     330     “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness”

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 1:22-23
22And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

SERMON:          “Resting in Christ: The Head of the Church”            Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     347     “The Church’s One Foundation” st. 1,2

Pastor:  Our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this 
  cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory.
People:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
  finished on the cross once for all.
Pastor:  He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with 
  his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he 
  wants us to worship him. 
      —from The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A's 75, 80�

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     347     “The Church’s One Foundation” st. 3-6

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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I N  C H R I S T  A L O N E

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine - bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall directly after the worship service today for 
Dinner on the Grounds. Covenant Kids Club and the Junior High Youth Group meet 
tonight at 4:30pm. Senior High Youth is at 5:40pm. 
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 September 30  Dinner on the Grounds / Covenant Kids Club / 
     Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 October 7   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers
 October 14   Covenant Kids Club

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; Psalm 124; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. This morning, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

BARN WORK DAY

There will be a youth workday this Saturday, October 6. We hope to get the youth barn 
spruced up by doing some cleaning and applying fresh paint. Work will start in the morning 
(8:30ish) and will likely continue for much of the day, so please come by and help out 
whenever you can. 

YOUTH RETREAT

The youth will have a one day retreat on Saturday, October 13. We will plan to meet at the 
church that morning where transportation will be provided out to the Sheppards' farm. 
While there, the youth will eat, play games, have a couple of sessions on Mark's gospel, fish, 
and eat some more. Keep an eye out for a food sign-up list.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DINNER

Mission field comes to Riverwood!! This semester the International Student Dinner will be 
hosted at "The Barn" at Riverwood. Please help join the work of spreading the gospel by 
providing side dishes each week for this meal. Sign up using the link in your email 
announcements. Pray for deep conversations, genuine friendships, and openness to the 
gospel. Questions? Contact Lorrie Pate, 205-928-2133.

OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, October 3, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
 Wednesday, October 3, 3:30pm: Catechism
 Wednesday, October 3, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study (Lori Turner’s home)
 Thursday, October 4, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

October 6    Shanna Holland



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 30: Daniel Page / April Henry / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Quay Finch

October 7: Aaron Powers / April Henry / Ginny Nippert & Olivia Staggs / Kathy Gilbert

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2018:
Operating Income:                 $280,394.75
Operating Expense*: $293,364.55
Net Income:                       ($12,969.80)
Designated gifts:                  $23,271.00
Building loan balance:        $901,738.08

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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