
The story of paradise lost becoming paradise regained is the story of God's grace bringing 
us from alienation from him to membership in his family. God's grace restores us to what 
Adam lost for us – sonship to the God who made us, loves us, and provides for us in every 
detail in life.         
      Sinclair Ferguson
      Children of the Living God

We can be certain that God will give us the strength and resources we need to live through 
any situation in life that he ordains. The will of God will never take us where the grace of 
God cannot sustain us.    
      Billy Graham

The practices of prayer and song, preaching and offering, baptism and Communion, are 
the canoes and boats and helicopters that God graciously sends our way. He meets us where 
we are, as creatures of habit who are shaped by practices, and invites us into a community 
of practice that is the very body of his Son. Liturgy is the way we learn to “put on” Christ 
(Col. 3:12-16).

   James K. A. Smith

 This holy bread and wine maintain our fainting breath,
 By union with our living Lord, and int'rest in his death.
 Our heavenly Father calls Christ and his members one;
 We the young children of his love, and he the Firstborn Son.
      Isaac Watts
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin, Rev. Chandler Rowlen

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE  
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 99 & 114
Pastor:   The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!
All:  He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake!
Pastor:  Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
  at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
  who turns the rock into a pool of water, 
  the flint into a spring of water.
All:  Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool! 
  Holy is he!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     100     “Holy, Holy, Holy!”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: John 14:15-21
15 16
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will 

17give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

18 19
with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little 
while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will 

20
live. In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Eternal God, we confess that often we have failed to be an obedient church: we have not 
done your will; we have broken your law; we have rebelled against your love; we have not 
loved our neighbors; we have not heard the cry of the needy. We acknowledge that our 
failure to obey you reveals how meager our love is for you. Forgive us, we pray. Holy 
Spirit, expand our hearts and increase our affection for Christ. Free us for joyful 
obedience. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 John 4
Pastor:    In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only 
    Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 
All:  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his 
  Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
Pastor:  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.          
  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” (lyrics on page 6)
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY         
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader:   What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All:    I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
   creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
   visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
   authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
   is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
   head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
   the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all
   the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
   to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
   the blood of his cross.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF PETITION

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” 



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Exodus 17:1-7
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by stages, 
according to the commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for 

2
the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 

3drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” But 
the people thirsted there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did 

4
you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses 

5cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the 
Lord said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and 

6
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you 
there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the 

7
people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he called the name 
of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and because 
they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

SERMON:               “Water from the Rock”                Rev. Chandler Rowlen

HYMN:     457     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

C O M M U N I O N

Pastor:  Our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this 
  cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory.
People:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely     
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself     
  finished on the cross once for all.
Pastor:  He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with 
  his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he 
  wants us to worship him. 
      —from The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A's 75, 80�

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     699     “Like a River Glorious”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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H O W  D E E P  T H E  F A T H E R ’ S  L O V E

Due to the Labor Day holiday, there will be no evening activities tonight. Please enjoy this 
time with your family and friends.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 September 2 No evening activities (Labor Day holiday)
 September 9 College Lunch / Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 September 16 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,

That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss -
The Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

2. Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;

His dying breath has brought me life -
I know that it is finished.

3. I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer;

But this I know with all my heart -
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Words and music by Stuart Townend
©1995 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES

Meeting in the Administration Building: A call to mission work! How should we follow the 
command of Jesus to take the Gospel to all corners of the earth? Gene Martin leads a 
discussion class on the book Radical by David Platt.
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall: This morning we began a new adult Sunday School series, 
taught by Jimmy Hopper, called Beginnings: Studies in Genesis. We will look at how everything 
began – the universe, nature, man, marriage, sin, evil, race, nationalities – everything that 
God gave man and that man subverted. The series will be Biblically-based and will also 
address how we, as God's people, should address both God's gifts and their subversion in a 
post-modern world. There will be a time set aside at the end of each lesson for commentary 
and conversation.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Matthew: Part One, Establishing the Kingdom of God on Earth by Jen Wilkin
Study groups will meet beginning this week on Sept. 5 and 6. Three groups are offered: 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00am in the Administration Building, Wednesday evenings at 
6:00pm at the home of Lori Turner (no childcare available), and Thursday evenings at 
6:30pm in the Administration Building (childcare available). If you plan to attend Thursday 
nights and need childcare, please notify Lorrie Pate. Materials will be available at the first 
meeting, and a $10 donation is appreciated to help with printing costs.

ADOPT A COLLEGE STUDENT

Riverwood families, please consider signing up for this wonderful program. We will pair you 
with a college student for you to love on, pray for, and encourage. Sign up sheets are in the 
foyer. College students, please sign up to be adopted by one of our church families – you 
won’t regret it! We will have a College Luncheon for our students and families on Sunday, 
September 9. 

OTHER EVENTS

 Wednesday, September 5, 3:30pm: Children’s catechism classes
 Wednesday, September 12, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate meeting
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

September 3    Robert DeWitt
September 4    David Drinkard



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 2: Heather Henson / Meg Sigmon / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / James Urban

September 9: Kristina Patridge / Darla Cook / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Savannah Cook

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2018:
Operating Income:                 $280,394.75
Operating Expense*: $293,364.55
Net Income:                       ($12,969.80)
Designated gifts:                  $23,271.00
Building loan balance:        $901,738.08

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment


	1: Reflections
	2: Praise
	3: Confession
	4: Commitment
	5: Preaching of the Word
	6: Evening/Announcements
	7: Announcements
	8: Sunday School/Financial Report

