
(In Ephesians) Paul's purpose was to picture God's glorious redemptive grace toward the 
church, bestowed upon it in order that it might be a blessing to the world and might stand 
united over against all the forces of evil and thus glorify its Redeemer. 
       William Hendriksen

O Holy Spirit, descend plentifully into my heart. Enlighten the dark corners of this 
neglected dwelling and scatter there Thy cheerful beams. 
       St. Augustine

When the Holy Spirit comes upon followers of Christ, the most unlikely people become
fountains of power.
       R. Kent Hughes

Any time we look into the newspapers, or into our own hearts, and despair, we do well to 
remember that God's people have faced similar prospects, similar reversals, similar 
headlines, similar assaults on faith, and have recovered from the doubt, been rescued from 
the pessimism and foreboding, and gone on to live in praise of God.
       Eugene H. Peterson

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Nancy Allen & Esther Wright, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE            Beneath the Cross of Jesus            arr. Melody Bober
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 93
Pastor:   The Lord reigns; 
   he is robed in majesty;
All:  the Lord is robed; 
  he has put on strength as his belt.
Pastor:  Your throne is established from of old; 
  you are from everlasting.
All:  Your decrees are very trustworthy; 
  holiness befits your house, O Lord, forevermore.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     64     “God, the Lord, a King Remaineth”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Proverbs 3:1-8
1 2My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length of 

3days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness 
4

forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will 
5

find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. Trust in the Lord with all your 
6heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and 

7he will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away 
8

from evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Heavenly Father, we worship you, our all-powerful and all-knowing God. Out of love for us 
and a desire to see your righteousness displayed, you have given us commandments that 
preserve life and provide for peace. We confess that we regularly forget or simply ignore 
your commands. Instead of trusting you with all our hearts and acknowledging you in all 
our ways, we trust our feelings and listen to our fears. We often place more confidence in 
our wisdom than in your word. Please forgive us. Renew our minds and increase our faith. 
Adorn our lives with steadfast love and faithfulness, bringing healing to our flesh and 
refreshment to our bones. We ask this in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: passages from Hebrews 9
Pastor:    Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come…he 
    entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 
    and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal  
    redemption.
All:  Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
  may receive the promised eternal inheritance…
Pastor:  For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are 
  copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
  of God on our behalf.
All:  Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 
  second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting 
  for him.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     306     “Jesus, My Great High Priest” 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
from The Heidelberg Catechism, Questions and Answers 45, 49, 50, & 51

Leader:  How does Christ's resurrection benefit us?
People:  First, by His resurrection He has overcome death, so that He could make 
  us share in the righteousness which He had obtained for us by His death. 
  Second, by His power we too are raised up to a new life. Third, Christ's 
  resurrection is to us a sure pledge of our glorious resurrection.

Leader:  How does Christ's ascension into heaven benefit us? 
People:  First, He is our Advocate in heaven before His Father. Second, we have 
  our flesh in heaven as a sure pledge that He, our Head, will also take us, 
  His members, up to Himself. Third, He sends us His Spirit as a counter-
  pledge, by whose power we seek the things that are above, where Christ 
  is, seated at the right hand of God, and not the things that are on earth.

Leader:  What does it mean that Christ sits at the right hand of God?
People:  Christ ascended into heaven to manifest Himself there as Head of His 
  Church, through whom the Father governs all things.

Leader:  How does the glory of Christ, our Head, benefit us?                                                
People:  First, by His Holy Spirit He pours out heavenly gifts upon us, His 
  members. Second, by His power He defends and preserves us against all 
  enemies.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

MISSIONS MOMENT

PRAYER OF PETITION

HYMN:     “Come, O Creator Spirit Blest” st. 1-4  (lyrics on page 6)

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 1:15-23
15For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward 

16 17all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom 

18
and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, 
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

19glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power 
20toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
21

places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
22that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things 

23under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all.

SERMON:       “Resting in Christ: The Gift of Sight”             Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     “Come, O Creator Spirit Blest” st. 5,6  (lyrics on page 6)

Pastor:  Our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink this 
  cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory.
People:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
  finished on the cross once for all.
Pastor:  He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with 
  his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he 
  wants us to worship him. 
      —from The Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A's 75, 80�

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     310     “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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C O M E ,  O  C R E A T O R  S P I R I T  B L E S T

1. Come, O Creator Spirit blest, and in our hearts take up your rest;
Spirit of grace, with heav’nly aid come to the souls whom you have made.

2. You are the Comforter, we cry, sent to the earth from God Most High,
fountain of life and fire of love, and our anointing from above.

3. Bringing from heav’n our sev’nfold dow’r, sign of our God’s right hand of pow’r,
O blessed Spirit, promised long, your coming wakes the heart to song.

4. Make our dull minds with rapture glow, let human hearts with love o’erflow;
and when our feeble flesh would fail, may your immortal strength prevail.

5. Far from our souls the foe repel, grant us in peace henceforth to dwell;
ill shall not come, nor harm betide, if only you will be our guide.

6. Show us the Father, Holy One, help us to know th’eternal Son;
Spirit divine, forevermore you will we trust and you adore.

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Covenant Kids Club and the Junior High Youth Group meet tonight at 4:30pm. Senior 
High Youth is at 5:40pm. 
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 September 23  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 September 30  Dinner on the Grounds / Covenant Kids Club / 
     Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 October 7   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Proverbs 31:10-31; Psalm 1; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a; Mark 9:30-37



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

WOMEN’S BUNCO NIGHT

Ladies, join us for Bunco Night this week Tuesday, September 25, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building. Please bring a snack to share!

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DINNER

Mission field comes to Riverwood!! This semester the International Student Dinner will be 
hosted at "The Barn" at Riverwood. Please help join the work of spreading the gospel by 
providing side dishes each week for this meal. Sign up using the link in your email 
announcements. Pray for deep conversations, genuine friendships, and openness to the 
gospel. Questions? Contact Lorrie Pate, 205-928-2133.

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS

After church next Sunday, September 30, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on 
the grounds. Each family is asked to bring a meal that is enough for your family plus extra 
for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as refrigerator space 
is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The church will provide 
plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread together.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, September 30, 
all cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, September 26, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
 Wednesday, September 26, 3:30pm: Catechism
 Wednesday, September 26, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study (Lori Turner’s home)
 Thursday, September 27, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

September 26   Asher Henry
September 27   Tristan Drinkard
September 27   Ava Grace Odom



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 23: Lynn Tootle / Lisa Kidder / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Daniel Kidder

September 30: Daniel Page / April Henry / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Quay Finch

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2018:
Operating Income:                 $280,394.75
Operating Expense*: $293,364.55
Net Income:                       ($12,969.80)
Designated gifts:                  $23,271.00
Building loan balance:        $901,738.08

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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