
Every time we say, 'I believe in the Holy Spirit,' we mean that we believe that there is a 
living God able and willing to enter human personality and change it.
     J. B. Phillips

By the Spirit we have communion – direct and immediate communion – with no one less 
than the Son and the Father themselves. The Holy Spirit is God Himself living in us.
                           Herman Bavinck

The spirit of bondage works by fear for the slave fears the rod: but love cries, Abba, Father; 
it disposes us to go to God, and behave ourselves towards God as children; and it gives us 
clear evidence of our union to God as His children, and so casts out fear. So that it appears 
that the witness of the Spirit the apostle speaks of, is far from being any whisper, or 
immediate suggestion or revelation; but that gracious holy effect of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of the saints, the disposition and temper of children, appearing in sweet childlike 
love to God, which casts out fear or a spirit of a slave.
     Jonathan Edwards

True spirituality is not a superhuman religiosity; it is simply true humanity released from 
bondage to sin and renewed by the Holy Spirit. This is given to us as we grasp by faith the 
full content of Christ's redemptive work; freedom from the guilt and power of sin.

 Richard Lovelace
 from Dynamics of Spiritual Life
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE      
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 104
Pastor:   Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord my God, you are very great!
All:  You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 
  covering yourself with light as with a garment, 
  stretching out the heavens like a tent.
Pastor:  O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
  In wisdom have you made all of your creatures.
All:  When you send forth your Spirit, they are created…
  May the glory of the Lord endure forever; 
  may the Lord rejoice in his works.
Pastor:  Praise the Lord! Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 143:5-12
5
I remember the days of old; I meditate on all that you have done; I ponder the work of 

6your hands. I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 
7Answer me quickly, O Lord! My spirit fails! Hide not your face from me, lest I be like those 

8
who go down to the pit. Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you I 

9
trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Deliver me from my 

 10
enemies, O Lord! I have fled to you for refuge. Teach me to do your will, for you are my 

11God! Let your good Spirit lead me on level ground! For your name's sake, O Lord, 
12preserve my life! In your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble! And in your steadfast 

love you will cut off my enemies, and you will destroy all the adversaries of my soul, for I am 
your servant.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, we worship you, our Creator. You formed us and breathed life into us for 
your glory. Though you made our first parents righteous and holy, we admit that no one 
living is righteous before you for we are sinful people. Hear our pleas for your mercy. We 
stretch out our hands to you. Our souls thirst for you and the forgiveness that you alone 
can give. Remind us of your steadfast love that caused you, heavenly Father, to send your 
Son for our salvation. Help us to see your love, Lord Jesus, that caused you to offer your 
life in our behalf. Open our eyes, Holy Spirit, to recognize your love that compels you to 
lead us in confession and repentance. Lead us on the level ground of humility and then 
teach us to do your will. We ask all of this in Jesus's name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Titus 3
Pastor:   Remember the promises of the gospel for those who believe. For we 
    ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
    passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others 
    and hating one another. 
All:  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  
  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
  according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 
  of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
  our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
  according to the hope of eternal life.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.           
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HYMN:     524     “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Heidelberg Catechism, Questions and Answers #1 & 53

Leader:   What is your only comfort in life and in death?
People:  That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death— 
   to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with 
   his precious blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He 
   also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head
   without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work 
   together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy 
   Spirit, assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing 
   and ready from now on to live for him.

Leader:   What do you believe concerning “the Holy Spirit”?
People:   First, that the Spirit, with the Father and the Son, is eternal God. Second, 
   that the Spirit is given also to me, so that, through true faith, he makes 
   me share in Christ and all his benefits, comforts me, and will remain 
   with me forever.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Come, O Creator Spirit Blest”

C O M M I T M E N T
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SCRIPTURE: John 16:7-15
7“Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 

8away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he 
comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 10concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I 

11go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler 
12of this world is judged. I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them 

13now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not 
speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you 

14the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it 
15to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and 

declare it to you.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                  “The God We Believe In: The Holy Spirit”   Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

C O M E ,  O  C R E A T O R  S P I R I T  B L E S T

1. Come, O Creator Spirit blest, and in our hearts take up your rest;
Spirit of grace, with heav’nly aid come to the souls whom you have made.

2. You are the Comforter, we cry, sent to the earth from God Most High,
fountain of life and fire of love, and our anointing from above.

3. Bringing from heav’n our sev’nfold dow’r, sign of our God’s right hand of pow’r,
O blessed Spirit, promised long, your coming wakes the heart to song.

4. Make our dull minds with rapture glow, let human hearts with love o’erflow;
and when our feeble flesh would fail, may your immortal strength prevail.

5. Far from our souls the foe repel, grant us in peace henceforth to dwell;
ill shall not come, nor harm betide, if only you will be our guide.

6. Show us the Father, Holy One, help us to know th’eternal Son;
Spirit divine, forevermore you will we trust and you adore.
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     355     “We Are God’s People” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     703     “Loved with Everlasting Love” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1-9; 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group both meet tonight. Kids Club is in the fellowship 
hall from 5:30-7:00, and Youth Group meets in the barn from 5:30-7:30pm.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Women's Bible Study began last week on Wednesday morning at 10am in the 
Administration Building. We are doing a study by Nancy Guthrie called “Even Better than 
Eden.” Study materials are provided. A $5 donation is suggested to cover printing costs, 
and please bring your own three-ring binder or folder. If you are interested in an evening 
study, please contact Katharine Bedsole.

SERVICE TEAM LUNCHEON

Be sure to mark September 29th on your calendar. Following morning worship next 
Sunday, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall to eat and hear about an exciting opportunity 
at Riverwood. Service Teams have been formed to provide ways for us all to serve Christ 
and one another here at Riverwood and beyond. At the luncheon, leaders of each team will 
share goals and responsibilities of that respective team and there will be a time to answer 
questions you may have. Each family is asked to bring a meal that is enough for your family 
plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The church 
will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread together.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, September 29, 
all cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DINNERS

Join with the RUF Students again this semester as they share the gospel over a meal with 
international students! We are asked to help by first praying for the students to hear and 
receive the gospel in Truth and then by providing side dishes for their meal together. See 
your announcement email for a link to sign up. Please provide servings for 20 people 
preferably in disposable dishes by 5:00pm at the Administrative Building. Thank you for 
supporting this local mission work! Questions? Contact Lorrie Pate, 205-771-0158.

OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON

 Sunday, October 13: John Graham’s 90th Birthday Celebration
 Sunday, October 27: Reformation Celebration
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September 26 Asher Henry
September 27 Tristan Drinkard
September 27 Ava Grace Odom

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 22: Sarah Vander Wal / Debbie Jones / Janalie Graham & Caleigh Henson / Kay Kirkley

September 29: Kristina Patridge / Olivia Patridge / Bruce & Mickey DeHaan / Michael Henry

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Greg Vander Wal

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2019:
Operating Income:                   $273,109.46
Operating Expense*:  $279,144.59
Net Income:                          ($6,035.13)
Designated gifts:                   $64,296.52
Building loan balance:          $821,091.61

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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