
The Bible never regards suffering as an illusion, any more than it does the sin at its root. 
The Hebrew nation begins with the groans of an oppressed people and follows a consistent 
historical pattern of agony and pathos. Yet the Jews saw this suffering as an integral part of 
their covenantal destiny. Biblical faith accepts as a given the reality of the tragic. Physical 
and emotional pain do not come from a lower stratum of being, nor does Scripture flee 
into fanciful utopianism. Here is no fatalistic, tranquilizer-induced Stoicism, no theology of 
hopelessness. The consolation of Israel involves not a denial of suffering, but victory over it.
      R. C. Sproul
      from What We Believe

The mystery of God's love is not that he takes our pains away, but that he first wants to 
share them with us.
  Henri Nouwen

There is a famous saying about the medical profession worth remembering here: “Only the 
wounded physician can heal.” The God who offers to heal the wounds of our sin has 
himself been wounded by sinners.
      Alister McGrath
      from I Believe

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE   
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: based on Luke 1:68-79
Pastor:   Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has visited and redeemed his people.
All:  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
  in the house of his servant David…
Pastor:  that we might serve him without fear, 
  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.
All:  The Savior has come to give light to those who sit in darkness 
  and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     76     “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19
1“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his 
commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high above all the 

2
nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the 

3voice of the Lord your God. Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. 
4Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the 

5
increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading 

6 15bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out... But if 
you will not obey the voice of the Lord your God or be careful to do all his commandments and his 
statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall come upon you and overtake you. 
16 17Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field. Cursed shall be your basket 

18
and your kneading bowl. Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the 

19
increase of your herds and the young of your flock. Cursed shall you be when you come in, and 
cursed shall you be when you go out.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: based on Psalm 51:10-12
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our sins and 
ask for your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as 
ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our God. Have 
mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God,  and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your 
presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us 
with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Galatians 3:10-14
Pastor:  Lift your heads and hear the Good News! All who rely on works of the law are under a 
   curse, for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the 
   Book of the Law, and do them.”
All:  Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for the righteous shall 
   live by faith.
Pastor:  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
   “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”—
All:  so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
   might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.    

HYMN:     246     “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”    
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Speak, O Lord”

C O M M I T M E N T
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S P E A K ,  O  L O R D

SCRIPTURE: Romans 5:6-11
6 7For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will 
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even 

8
to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

9
us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved 

10by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his 

11
life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received reconciliation.

SERMON:        “The God We Believe In: The Son Who Suffered for Us”   Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

That the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for Your glory.

2. Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail—let their truth prevail over unbelief.

3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises, and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built and the earth is filled with Your glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     306     “Jesus, My Great High Priest” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Jeremiah 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16; Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14

COVENANT KIDS CLUB

Children 5 – 12 years old, join us in the Fellowship Hall for Covenant Kid's Club tonight 
from 5:30-7:00pm. Besides play time, we will have music, snacks and a study of God's word 
designed just for you. This fall we will start with a 4 week series on prayer and then 
continue in the Old Testament with 1 Samuel.

YOUTH GROUP MOVIE NIGHT

Youth Group meets tonight from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn to watch a movie, eat popcorn, 
and spend time together.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

FALL PIER GROUPS

Riverwood's small group Bible studies are known as "Pier Groups" as they provide a place to 
protect, secure, and provide access to vessels (thanks Webster's). The fall groups will be begin on 
September 8. To sign up, go to riverwoodchurch.org and look for the Pier Groups tab.

SAV-A-LIFE

Save-a-Life Crisis Pregnancy Center will be hosting a golf tournament on September 16. If 
you are interested in participating by playing, sponsoring a hole, or sponsoring a golfer, 
please email the church office (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

CATECHISM SNACK DONATIONS

Snack donations needed! We will be providing snacks for approximately 25 – 30 children 
each Wednesday at catechism. The greatest need is juice boxes (e.g. Capri Suns, KoolAid). If 
you can help, please contact Joann Williams or bring donations to her office.  

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE

We are called as Christians to serve, even to be known as servants. Our Lord provided the 
example when he told his disciples that he came, not to be served, but to serve. There is an 
opportunity to serve God's people here, in their worship, in Communion preparation. It is 
an opportunity for a husband and wife, a parent and teenage child, an individual and a 
friend, to serve together as a team. You will be called on about once eight or nine weeks to 
spend an hour preparing and, after Sunday Worship, a half-hour cleaning up. If you wish to 
serve, please let Jimmy Hopper or Jeff Pate know and we will work you in the rotation. 

OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON

 Wednesday, September 11, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Sunday, September 29: Service Team Luncheon
 Sunday, September 29: Deacon’s Fund Offering
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September 3   Robert DeWitt
September 4   David Drinkard
September 6   Ben Sigmon

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
September 1: April Henry / Darla Cook / Lisa Kidder & Gabe Henson / David Barnes

September 8: Michelle Moss / Joanie Norris / Meg Sigmon & Vielyana Kim / Calvin Kim

SEPTEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Greg Vander Wal

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through August 2019:
Operating Income:                   $273,109.46
Operating Expense*:  $279,144.59
Net Income:                          ($6,035.13)
Designated gifts:                   $64,296.52
Building loan balance:          $821,091.61

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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