
If man is ever to know and serve God, the latter must reveal Himself. This is all the more 
true in view of the fact that in religion man is seeking something which he cannot find in 
science and art, in commerce and industry, in sensual pleasures and worldly riches, 
namely, redemption from sin and death, and life in communion with God. He can obtain 
these blessings only if God reveals Himself in relation to man and points out the way to 
salvation.

Louis Berkhof

I think the greatest weakness in the church today is that almost no one believes that God 
invests His power in the Bible. Everyone is looking for power in a program, in a 
methodology, in a technique, in anything and everything but that in which God has 
placed it—His Word. He alone has the power to change lives for eternity, and that power 
is focused on the Scriptures.

R. C. Sproul

If there is any truth in our message that God's love is unmerited, unearned, and 
unconditional, then our being chosen has nothing to do with our qualifying for it. The 
biblical message of God's choice should never inspire pride; it is supposed to stimulate 
gratitude and humility.

Bryan Chappell

Grace puts its hand on the boasting mouth, and shuts it once for all. 
Charles Spurgeon

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE               Ave Verum           W. A. Mozart
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 117

HYMN OF PRAISE:     7     “From All That Dwell below the Skies”

Pastor: Praise the LORD, all nations! 
Extol him, all peoples!  

All: For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Praise the LORD!

Pastor: Come, let us worship.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 

Deuteronomy 5:6-15
6
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

7 8
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 

9under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them; for I the Lord your God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation 

10of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
11commandments. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 

12hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the 
13 14

Lord your God commanded you. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh 
day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your 
daughter or your male servant or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your 
livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates, that your male servant and your female 

15servant may rest as well as you. You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, 
and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. 
Therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

All:

 based on Acts 10:36,43
Pastor:

All: And also with you.

Almighty God, together we confess that you alone are the true and living God. You 
are robed in majesty, girded with strength, adorned with righteousness, and holiness 
befits your house. But we are physically and spiritually weak and fall short of your 
glory. So we enter into your presence confessing our sins. We have not loved you 
with all of our hearts and we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 
worshiped the work of our hands, taken your name in vain and neglected the rest you 
have given us. Have mercy on us not because of our righteousness but that of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. We have gone astray like lost sheep. Seek your servants and lead us 
in the everlasting way. In Christ's name, amen.

Hear the good news! God has announced peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 
To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name. The peace of Christ be with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     145     “The Spirit Breathes upon the Word”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: taken from the PCA Belief Statement

All: We believe the Bible is the written word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit 
and without error in the original manuscripts. The Bible is the revelation of 
God's truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and 
practice. 

We believe in the Holy Trinity. There is one God, who exists eternally in 
three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from 
God's displeasure, except by His mercy.

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His 
perfect life and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in 
Him, alone, for salvation.
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 
4
And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he 

5said in a parable, “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the 
6path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on 

7
the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell 

8
among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil 
and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has 

9 10
ears to hear, let him hear.” And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he 
said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others 
they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 

11 12understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the 
path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their 

13hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for 

14a while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and 

15pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they are 
those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with 
patience.

SERMON:           “ ”  Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 8:4-15

Ears to Hear

S E R M O N  N O T E S
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C O M M U N I O N

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HYMN:     480     

Pastor: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge 
in him. 

All: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.” 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     94     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

“Come, for the Feast Is Spread” st. 1,3 

“How Firm a Foundation”

   

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet this evening (see 
detailed announcements on the following page). Choir rehearsal is in the sanctuary 
tonight at 5:00pm.
 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE  

Oct. 8 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Oct. 15 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship
Oct. 22 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Oct. 29 Church-Wide Fellowship: Reformation Celebration



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46

The Junior High Youth (grades 6-8) will meet in the Barn from 4:30 to 6:10 this afternoon 
for some KOOKY KICKBALL, some great songs, and the next chapter of the "I DON'T 
GET IT?!" Sunday Sermon Shakedown Series. Remember to take notes on the sermon this 
morning during church and then bring those notes with you to Youth Group. Hope to see 
YOU there!

Alrighty Senior Highs (grades 9-12) – it is time to test your nerves of steel. We are going 
to bring back GIANT JENGA tonight from 5:40 to 7:45 in the Barn and we want YOU to 
join us! Do you have what it takes? Come and find out. Then stick around for some 
awesome singing and the last half of John Chapter 9. As always, all friends are welcome!

NO CATECHISM THIS WEEK

Children’s catechism classes will NOT meet this Wednesday, October 11. Classes will 
resume next week, October 18, at 3:30pm.

Sunday, October 22: Crawford-Vander Wal Fold Lunch
Saturday, October 28: RCS Holiday Bazaar
Sunday, October 29: Reformation Celebration
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

October 9     Diane Powers
October 10   Leah Vander Wal
October 14   John Graham



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

October 8: Aaron Powers / Debbie Jones / Elena Arnold & Ceilidh Crawford / Kaitlin Jones
October 15: Darla Cook / Sarah Vander Wal / Janalie Graham & Sumlin Pate / David Barnes

Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $324,094.77
Operating Expense*: $319,734.51
Net Income:                          $4,360.26
Designated gifts:                  $48,352.00

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $793,954.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,205.23
Building account balance:      $43,232.59
Monthly payment:       $8,127.35
Loan balance:                    $1,020,297.78
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