
What Jesus did with Lazarus, he is willing to do with us. Which is good to know, for what 
Martha said about Lazarus can be said about us, “But, Lord, it has been four days since he 
died. There will be a bad smell!” (John 11:39). Martha was speaking for us all. The human 
race is dead, and there is a bad smell. We have been dead and buried a long time. We don't 
need someone to fix us up; we need someone to raise us up. In the muck and mire of what 
we call life, there is death, and we have been in it so long we've grown accustomed to the 
stink. But Christ hasn't.
      Max Lucado
      In the Grip of Grace

The death of the Cross – death's triumph hour – that was the point where God's gate 
opened; and to that gate we come again and again, as our lives unfold, and through it pass 
even on earth to our joyful resurrection, to a life each time more abundant, for each time 
the dying is a deeper dying. The Christian life is a process of deliverance out of one world 
into another, and "death," as has been truly said, "is the only way out of any world in which 
we are."
      Lilias Trotter (1853-1928)
      Artist and Missionary to Algeria

If I find in myself desires which nothing in this world can satisfy, the only logical 
explanation is that I was made for another world.
      C. S. Lewis

The sum of all is – the death and bloodshedding of Jesus Christ has wrought, and does 
effectually procure, for all those that are concerned in it, eternal redemption, consisting in 
grace here and glory hereafter.
      John Owen

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Steven Crawford

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE      
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 68
Pastor:   O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; sing praises to the Lord,
All:   to him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; 
  behold, he sends out his voice, his mighty voice.
Pastor:  Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, 
  and whose power is in the skies.
All:  Awesome is God from his sanctuary; the God of Israel—
  he is the one who gives power and strength to his people. 
  Blessed be God!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     57     “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah, O My Soul”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 20:1-17
1 2
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 

3 4the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before me. You 
shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven 

5
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not 
bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those who 

6hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 
7commandments. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 

8
will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. Remember the Sabbath day, to 

9 10
keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a 
Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who 

11is within your gates. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
is in them, and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 

12
made it holy. Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land 

13 14
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit 

15 16 17adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You 
shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our shortcomings, 
and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering 
from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, 
for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins, and 
help us to live in your light and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
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A S S U R A N C E

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer, there is no more for heaven now to give.
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom, my steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to his.
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: “All is mine!” yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the Savior he will stay.
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need his power is displayed.

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me, through the deepest valley he will lead.
Oh, the night has been won, and I shall overcome, yet not I, but through Christ in me.

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. The future sure, the price it has been paid,
for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon and he was raised to overthrow the grave.

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated. Jesus now and ever is my plea.
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: “I am free!” yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for he has said that he will bring me home.
And day by day I know he will renew me, until I stand with joy before the throne.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, All the glory ever more to him.
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: “Yet not I but through Christ in me!”

Words and music by Jonny Robinson, Michael Farren, & Rich Thompson
©2018 CityAlight Music; CCLI license #11239744

Y E T  N O T  I ,  B U T  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T  I N  M E

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Acts 13
Pastor:   Hear the good news. God provided a Savior, an offspring of David who, 
    though he was found to be guiltless, was put to death on a cross and laid in 
    a tomb.
All:  But God raised him from the dead and through him fulfilled the promise 
  of salvation for his people.
Pastor:   Let it be known to you therefore, that through this man, Jesus Christ, 
  forgiveness is proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed 
  from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.
All:  In Christ I am forgiven! In Christ I have been set free!
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you. 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
50I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 

51perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, 
52but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
53changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 

54must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed 

55 56up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of 
57death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the 

58victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your 
labor is not in vain.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:           “The God We Believe In: The End of the Beginning”  Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     460     “Amazing Grace!” st. 1, 2, 6 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   Hear the words of our Savior: “Come to me, all you who labor and are 
  heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
  from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
  your souls.” Come, then, for all is ready.
All:  We come at our Savior's invitation, not because we are self-righteous, but 
  because we are penitent, not because we are strong, but because we are 
  weak, not because we are whole, but because we are broken. 
Pastor:  Come, then, for all is ready. Christ was raised to life, death is swallowed up, 
  victory is won. Alleluia!
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10

COVENANT KIDS CLUB & YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the fellowship hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth Group 
meets in the barn from 5:30-7:30pm.

NO CATECHISM THIS WEEK

Due to fall break for Riverwood Classical School, catechism classes will not meet this 
Wednesday, October 9.

JOHN GRAHAM’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

John & Linda Graham invite you to join them next  Sunday, October 13, from 3:00-
5:00pm at the Cypress Inn Pavilion as they celebrate John's 90th birthday! There will be no 
Covenant Kids Club or Youth Group that evening.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DINNERS

Lots of help is still needed providing food for the International Student Dinners hosted by 
RUF students. Please sign up using the link in your email announcements.

OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON

 Wednesday, October 16: Youth Game Night at the Kims’ house
 Wednesday, October 16, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Sunday, October 27: Reformation Celebration

7

B E N E D I C T I O N

October 9     Diane Powers
October 10   Leah Vander Wal

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HYMN:     358     “For All the Saints”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
October 6: Kristina Patridge / Ginny Nippert / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Parker Pate

October 13: Vielyana Kim / Joanie Norris / Greg Vander Wal & Lorrie Pate / Kay Kirkley

OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Greg Vander Wal

Clean Up: Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through September 2019:
Operating Income:                   $318,675.38
Operating Expense*:  $320,371.37
Net Income:                          ($1,695.99)
Designated gifts:                   $67,338.55
Building loan balance:          $814,863.35

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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