
Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and 
the church; and this is granted him by God, even without indulgence letters.

Martin Luther, #37 of 95 Theses

The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.
Martin Luther, #62 of 95 Theses

Jesus swam in the violent and hateful waters of our anthropology so he could pull us out 
and save us from ourselves. He was perfection in the midst of chaos and cruelty. Perfect 
love in the face of abject hate. Our low anthropology is the precise compliment to his high 
Christology. If you ever find a church that tells you otherwise, you should run screaming 
out of the pew.

Sarah Condon
from Churchy

Circumstances may appear to wreck our lives and God's plans, but God is not helpless 
among the ruins. Our broken lives are not lost or useless. God's love is still working. He 
comes in and takes the calamity and uses it victoriously, working out his wonderful plan of 
love.

Eric Liddell
from Disciplines of the Christian Life
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Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 46

HYMN OF PRAISE:     92     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

Pastor: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
All: Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the 

mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though the waters roar and 
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.

Pastor: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation 
of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will 
help her when morning dawns.

All: The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice; the earth melts. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.

Pastor: Come, let us worship.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     524     “Thy Works, Not Mine, O Christ” 

Isaiah 30:8-11
8
And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for 

9
the time to come as a witness forever. For they are a rebellious people, lying children, 

10children unwilling to hear the instruction of the Lord; who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 
and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, 

11
prophesy illusions, leave the way, turn aside from the path, let us hear no more about the 
Holy One of Israel.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All: Heavenly Father, like your people long ago, we are a rebellious people 

who have been reluctant to hear and to heed your Word. Our ears are 
drawn to smooth words that flatter us and excuse our disobedience. 
Have mercy on us. Please forgive us for neglecting your Word and 
disobeying your commands. Transform our hearts that we may behold 
wondrous things out of your law and our appetites that your Word 
would be our delight. Holy Spirit, you have shown us our sin now fix 
our gaze on our Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

 from Isaiah 30:18; Romans 5:8
Pastor: Hear the good news that begins with the character of the True and Living 

God as recorded by the prophet Isaiah. “The Lord waits to be gracious to 
you, and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a 
God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him.”

All: The merciful and just God showed his love for us in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.

Pastor: Through faith in Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you. 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Hope of the World” (lyrics on page 6)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter V: 1, 5, 7
Leader: God the great Creator of all things does uphold, direct, dispose, and govern all 

creatures, actions, and things, from the greatest even to the least, by His most 
wise and holy providence, according to His infallible foreknowledge, 

All: and the free and immutable counsel of His own will, to the praise of the 
glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.

Leader: The most wise, righteous, and gracious God does oftentimes leave, for a season, 
His own children to manifold temptations, and the corruption of their own 
hearts, to chastise them for their former sins, or to discover unto them the 
hidden strength of corruption and deceitfulness of their hearts, that they may 
be humbled; 

All: and, to raise them to a more close and constant dependence for their 
support upon Himself, and to make them more watchful against all future 
occasions of sin, and for sundry other just and holy ends.

Leader: As the providence of God does, in general, reach to all creatures; 
All: so, after a most special manner, it takes care of His Church, and disposes 

all things to the good thereof.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS        Rachel McCleskey
      The Wright family: Samuel, Mary,

     Esther, Rebecca, Mary Emma, Hannah, & Naomi
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:          “At Rest in Chaos”   Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 8:22-25
22
One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to 

23the other side of the lake.” So they set out, and as they sailed he fell asleep. And a 
windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in danger. 
24And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke 

25and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. He 
said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they marveled, saying to 
one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and water, and they obey 
him?”

HYMN:     521     

Pastor: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge 
in him. 

All: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.” 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     699     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

“Like a River Glorious” 

   

C O M M U N I O N
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to return this evening at 4:00pm to celebrate the 500th anniversary of 
the Reformation!

The latest edition of Table Talk devotional magazine is available this morning on the book 
table. The theme of this month’s issue is leadership.

Instead - all Junior and Senior High youth are officially invited to participate in our 
churchwide celebration of the Reformation. UP NEXT: A November to Remember!

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE  

Oct. 29 Church-Wide Fellowship: Reformation Celebration
Nov. 5 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship
Nov. 12 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal

TABLE TALK

NO YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS TONIGHT

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, 
speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, thy people, from consuming passion,
who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
bringing to hungry souls the bread of life,

still let thy Spirit unto us be given
to heal earth’s wounds and end her bitter strife.

3. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
from death and dark despair, from sin and guilt;

we render back the love thy mercy gave us;
take thou our lives, and use them as thou wilt.

4. Hope of the world, O Christ o’er death victorious,
who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain,

we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious:
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!

H O P E  O F  T H E  W O R L D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

WEBINAR: INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

ANGEL TREE

THIS WEEK AT RIVERWOOD

 

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds used 
exclusively for emergency and short-term mercy ministry needs. This morning, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  

We will be having a church-wide celebration tonight at 4:00pm! There will be activities 
for all ages (yes, this includes adults) with a surprise for the children. The second annual 
chili cook off will also correspond with this event. 

National Orphan Sunday is observed in churches once per year to raise awareness for the 
plight of orphans all around the world. On Sunday, November 12, at 6:00pm, Riverwood 
will host a webinar on international adoption led by Lifeline Children's Services. Lifeline 
invites you to “Learn more about how orphan care fits into a biblical worldview, what the 
international adoption process looks like, and hear about financial resources for adoption.” 
This information is not just for those considering adoption. It is for anyone interested in 
learning more about international adoption, and all ages are welcome to attend. Please 
help us plan ahead! We need to know how many people to expect before deciding on a 
location. If you think you would plan to attend, please RSVP to Sarah Vander Wal 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org) by Wednesday, November 1.

It is time to begin planning for the Angel Tree Party on December 17. We have 16 families 
and a total of 30 children. If you would like to help Joann Williams contact families or 
plan the party, please e-mail her at jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org. 

Wednesday, November 1, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, November 1, 3:30pm: Catechism
Wednesday, November 1, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study

REFORMATION CELEBRATION
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

October 29    Kristina Patridge
October 30    Jimmy Hopper
October 30    Caleb Kim

October 31     Esther Wright
November 1   Bonnie Martin
November 4   Liz Cravens



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

October 29: Lynn Tootle / Tammy Bell / Vielyana Kim & Gabriel Henson / Meredith Patridge
November 5: Amanda Brown / Kathy Gilbert / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge

Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $343,505.55
Operating Expense*: $341,036.63
Net Income:                         $2,468.92
Designated gifts:                  $49,212.00

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,454.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,705.23
Building account balance:      $43,243.35
Monthly payment:       $8,127.35
Loan balance:                    $1,013,883.86
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