REFLECTIONS

And behold, the angel who talked with me came forward, and another angel came forward
to meet him and said to him, “Run, say to that young man, 'Jerusalem shall be inhabited as
villages without walls, because of the multitude of people and livestock in it. And I will be
to her a wall of fire all around, declares the Lord, and I will be the glory in her midst.'”
Zechariah 2:3-5
We learn here (Zechariah 2:3-5) the true glory of the Church. It is not in any external pomp
or power, of any kind; not in frowning battlements, either of temporal or spiritual
pretensions; not in rites and ceremonies, however moss-grown and venerable; not in
splendid cathedrals and gorgeous vestments, and the swell of music, and the glitter of
eloquence, but in the indwelling glory of the invisible God.
Thomas V. Moore
Any true Christian, whether living or dead, participates in all the blessings of Christ and
the church; and this is granted him by God, even without indulgence letters.
Martin Luther, #37 of 95 Theses
The true treasure of the church is the most holy gospel of the glory and grace of God.
Martin Luther, #62 of 95 Theses
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers
Joann Williams, piano; Mary Clare Johnson, violin

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE

Holy, Holy, Holy
arr. Holcombe & Giammario
In memory of Dr. John Richard de Witt (1935-2018)

Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 46
Pastor:
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
All:
Therefore, we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the
mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though the waters roar and
foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
Pastor:
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy
habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be
moved; God will help her when morning dawns.
All:
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice; the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Pastor:
Come, let us worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE:

92

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 64:1-7
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at
your presence— 2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make
your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3
When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains
4
quaked at your presence. From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has
5
seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully
works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and
we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
7
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who
calls upon your name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your
face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
1

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Almighty God, we bow before you, who came down in the person of Jesus Christ and
abides within us now through the Holy Spirit. You are the Living God and besides you
there is no other. We confess to you our unrighteous deeds, sinful attitudes and selfish
words. The wickedness of our actions and thoughts are exposed by the holiness of your
word and the knowledge of your presence. Please forgive us as we call out to you through
faith in Jesus Christ. We rely on your mercy and glory in your grace. Holy Spirit, help us,
change us, transform us that we would offer our bodies as living sacrifices, holy and
acceptable to God. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Galatians 4 and Isaiah 64:8,9
Pastor:
Hear the good news! God sent forth his Son, born under the law, to redeem
those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.
All:
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
As his children, we are no longer slaves but heirs through God.
Pastor:
Now, the Lord is the potter and we are the clay, the work of his hand. He
does retain his anger or remember our iniquity.
The peace of Christ be with you.
All:
And also with you.
HYMN:

691

“It Is Well with My Soul”
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings

Be Still and Know

arr. D. Schoen

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:
Christian, what do you believe?
People:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
4

P R E AC H I N G
HYMN:

OF THE

WORD

“Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”

1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.
2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.
3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.
Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2:17-22
And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
18
19
near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of
the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus
himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows
22
into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling
place for God by the Spirit.
17

SERMON:

“Resting in Christ: Welcome In”

Rev. Jeff Pate
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COMMUNION
HYMN:

378

“Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face” st. 1-3

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-4; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
Pastor:
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing!
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

342

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Everyone is invited to the Reformation Celebration tonight beginning at 4:30pm (see
detailed announcement on page 7).
October 28
November 4
November 11
November 18
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SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
Reformation Celebration
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
We Give Thanks service

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
October 28 Robert Sheppard
October 29 Kristina Patridge
October 30 Jimmy Hopper
October 30 Caleb Kim
October 31 Esther Wright
November 1 Bonnie Martin
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8; Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
REFORMATION CELEBRATION
Join us tonight as we celebrate the heritage of the Reformed church. There will be
something for everyone! Costumes are encouraged, but please avoid anything that will scare
the little folks. The schedule for the evening is as follows:
-4:30-5:30 – Games for children
-5:00 – Judging for chili cook-off
-5:30 – Dinner
-6:00 – Beer Garden opens
-6:30 – Fire Pit and S'mores
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE CHANGE
This week, the Wednesday evening Bible study at Lori Turner’s house will NOT meet
(October 31). The members of that study are invited to join the Wednesday morning or
Thursday evening study instead for this week. Please note that the Thursday study (week 8)
is one week behind the Wednesday study (week 9).
OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK
Wednesday, October 31, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
Wednesday, October 31, 3:30pm: Children’s Catechism
Thursday, November 1, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
October 28: Vielyana Kim / April Henry / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / David Barnes
November 4: Caleigh Henson / Joanie Norris / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge
OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through September 2018:
Operating Income:
$316,775.47
Operating Expense*:
$342,454.87
Net Income:
($25,679.40)
Designated gifts:
$32,779.12
Building loan balance:
$895,161.14
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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