
You called and shouted and burst my deafness. You flashed, shone, and scattered my 
blindness. You breathed odors, and I drew in breath and panted for you. I tasted, and I 
hunger and thirst. You touched me, and I burned for your peace. 

Augustine of Hippo
from Confessions 

It is to a new life that God is calling us; not to some new steps in life, some new habits or 
ways or motives or prospects, but to a new life. For the production of this new life the 
eternal Son of God took flesh, died, was buried, and rose again.

Horatius Bonar

But Scripture…warns that whatever benefits we obtain from the Lord have been 
entrusted to us on this condition: that they be applied to the common good of the church. 
And therefore the lawful use of all benefits consists in a liberal and kindly sharing of them 
with others. No surer rule and no more valid exhortation to keep it could be devised than 
when we are taught that all gifts we possess have been bestowed by God and entrusted to 
us on condition that they be distributed for our neighbors benefit.

John Calvin

You must be what you are. You are salt, and so you must retain your saltiness and not lose 
your Christian tang. You are light, and so you must let your light shine and not conceal it 
in any way, whether by sin or by compromise, by laziness or fear.

John Stott

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 145

HYMN OF PRAISE:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King”

Pastor: I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.

All: All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 
and all your saints shall bless you!

Pastor: The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works. 
The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.

All: My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.

Pastor: Come, let us worship.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     “Before the Throne of God Above” (lyrics on page 6)

Deuteronomy 5:16-21
16
Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God commanded you, that your 

days may be long, and that it may go well with you in the land that the Lord your God is 
17 18 19

giving you. You shall not murder. And you shall not commit adultery. And you shall 
20 21

not steal. And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. And you shall not 
covet your neighbor's wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, or his 
male servant, or his female servant, his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your 
neighbor's.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    

 from 
Pastor:

All: Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We 
humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. We have not loved you 
with a pure heart, nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves. We 
have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly with you, our 
God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, 
or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation 
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Acts 4:11,12; 10:43
Hear the gospel! Jesus, who is the stone the builders rejected, has become 
the cornerstone. There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved. 

All: To Jesus all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

Pastor: Through faith in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
The peace of Christ be with you.

All: And also with you. 



4

C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     411     “Shine Thou upon Us, Lord”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Leader: 

I believe that…
…God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
…Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  (Col. 1:15)    
…we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
…if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 

the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
…God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
(John 3:16)

…neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

Christian, what do you believe?
All:    

WHAT GOD IS DOING AMONG US: BENEVOLENCE
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:   “An Elliptical, a Foreign Language, and the Light of the Gospel”   Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 8:16-21
16
“No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a 

17stand, so that those who enter may see the light. For nothing is hidden that will not be 
18made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come to light. Take care 

then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has 
19not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away.” Then his mother and his 

20
brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the crowd. And he was 

21
told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see you.” But he 
answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do 
it.”

HYMN:     529     

Pastor: O taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are those who take refuge 
in him. 

All: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls.” 

Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” st. 1, 2 

529     “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” st. 3, 4

   

C O M M U N I O N
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet this evening (see detailed 
announcements on the following page). Choir rehearsal is in the sanctuary at 5:00pm.

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE  

Oct. 22 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Oct. 29 Church-Wide Fellowship: Reformation Celebration
Nov. 5 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship
Nov. 12 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

CRAWFORD-VANDER WAL FOLD LUNCH

Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22

Everyone in the Crawford-Vander Wal Fold is invited to gather for lunch in the Fellowship Hall 
directly after the worship service this morning. Pulled pork and good fellowship are on the menu!

B E F O R E  T H E  T H R O N E  O F  G O D  A B O V E

1. Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea,
a great High Priest whose name is “Love,” who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heav’n He stands,

No tongue can bid me thence depart, no tongue can bid me thence depart.

2. When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the just, is satisfied,

to look on Him and pardon me, to look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold Him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of Glory and of grace!

One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by His blood!
My life is hid with Christ on high,

with Christ my Savior and my God, with Christ my Savior and my God.

Words by Charitie Bancroft; Music by Vikki Cook
©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship/ASCAP; CCLI license #11239744



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

RCS HOLIDAY BAZAAR

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

ANGEL TREE

 

Our first annual Junior High Pumpkin Olympics will take place tonight from 4:30 pm to 5:40 pm! 
We'll have Pumpkin Bowling, the Pumpkinput, Pumpkin Soccer, the Pumpkin Toss, and of course 
the Great Pumpkin Relay! You don't want to miss a moment so make sure you show up at 4:30 
sharp. Last one there is a pumpkin pie! ;-)

Our 4th annual pumpkin carving contest will be held during Senior High Youth Group tonight 
from 6:10 pm to 7:45 pm. All pumpkins and carving tools will be provided, and cash prizes will be 
awarded for BEST OVERALL and MOST CREATIVE. Please come for dinner at 5:40 and stay 
for the contest following. Hope to see YOU there!

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH: PUMPKIN OLYMPICS

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH: PUMPKIN CARVING CONTEST

Riverwood Classical School will hold their annual Holiday Bazaar this Saturday, October 28, 2017 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This is one of the school's largest fund raisers and we 
will feature many artisans, crafters, direct sales representatives and other vendors to help you find 
that perfect gift! This is a great way to kick off the holiday shopping season. Join us for some laid-
back shopping and support a great cause! 

**If you are a vendor and would like more information, please email 
elena@thearnoldhousehold.net.**

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds used 
exclusively for emergency and short-term mercy ministry needs. Next Sunday, October 29, all cash 
and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  

We will be having a church-wide celebration next Sunday October 29th at 4:00pm. There will be 
activities for all ages (yes, this includes adults) with a surprise for the children. The second annual 
chili cook off will also correspond with this event. Help is needed: 1) Candy for games (A box is in 
the foyer. No peanuts please due to allergies.), 2) Helpers for games, 3) Set up and clean up, and 4) 
Assistance with meal. Sign up in the foyer or using the link in your weekly email announcements.

It is time to begin planning for the Angel Tree Party on December 17. We have 16 families and a 
total of 30 children. If you would like to help Joann Williams contact families or plan the party, 
please e-mail her at jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org. 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

October 27   Warren Pate
October 28   Robert Sheppard



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

October 22: Lisa Kidder / Elena Arnold / Meg Sigmon & Quay Finch / Chanley Henson
October 29: Lynn Tootle / Tammy Bell / Vielyana Kim & Gabriel Henson / Meredith Patridge

Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $338,935.77
Operating Expense*: $331,389.44
Net Income:                         $7,546.33
Designated gifts:                  $48,652.00

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,054.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,305.23
Building account balance:      $43,243.35
Monthly payment:       $8,127.35
Loan balance:                    $1,014,283.86
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