REFLECTIONS

The Church is everywhere represented as one. It is one body, one family, one fold, one
kingdom. It is one because it is pervaded by one Spirit. We are all baptized into one Spirit
so as to become, says the apostle, one body.
Charles Hodge
Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are
automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each
other, but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred
worshipers met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other
than they could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away
from God to strive for closer fellowship.
A. W. Tozer
I am glad that in the communion of my church we are baptized as infants, because this
emphasizes that the gift of death to this world and birth into the Kingdom of God is, in
fact, gift—it is nothing we have earned, or even, as infants, chosen. It is God's freely
bestowed love. It is as radical as that, and it is gift. Through no virtue of our own we are
made dead to the old and alive in the new.
Madeline L'Engle
from Walking on Water
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers
Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 133
Pastor:
Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
All:
It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard,
on the beard of Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes!
Pastor:
It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion!
All:
For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
Pastor:
As God's people, let us come in unity. Let us come and worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:

363

“We Gather Together”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Proverbs 6:16-19
17
There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that are an abomination to him: haughty
18
eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked
plans, feet that make haste to run to evil, 19a false witness who breathes out lies, and one
who sows discord among brothers.
16

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: Joel 2:12,13
Pastor:
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not
your garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents
over disaster.
All:
Almighty God and loving Father, we thank you for placing us in covenant
relationships, in our homes and in your church. Forgive us for taking our
vows and promises lightly. Forgive us for the breakdown of family life, for
misdirected love and lack of care for our marriages, for failing to give time
to our families and friends, for failing to teach and live by your values, for
neglecting our children and our brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus, our
heavenly brother, teach us every day to love and serve, to cherish and
protect those with whom we live. In your name we pray. Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Philippians 2
Pastor:
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men.
All:
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Pastor:
By God's grace and through faith in Jesus Christ who died for your sins,
you are forgiven. May the peace of God be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
HYMN:

252

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The New City Catechism, Questions and Answers 44, 45, & 48
Leader:
What is baptism?
People:
Baptism is the washing with water in the name of the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit; it signifies and seals our adoption into Christ, our
cleansing from sin, and our commitment to belong to the Lord and to his
church.
Leader:
Is baptism with water the washing away of sin itself?
People:
No, only the blood of Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit can
cleanse us from sin.
Leader:
What is the church?
People:
God chooses and preserves for himself a community elected for eternal life
and united by faith, who love, follow, learn from, and worship God
together. God sends out this community to proclaim the gospel and
prefigure Christ’s kingdom by the quality of their life together and their
love for one another.
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

SACRAMENT OF COVENANT BAPTISM

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
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Priscilla Catherine Wright
daughter of Samuel and Mary Wright

P R E AC H I N G
HYMN:

OF THE

WORD

“Speak, O Lord”

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in Your likeness,
That the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for Your glory.
2. Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity.
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail—let their truth prevail over unbelief.
3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that will echo down through eternity.
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises, and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built and the earth is filled with Your glory.
Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 2:11-16
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the
uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—
12
remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
14
brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both
15
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law
of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man
in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
11

SERMON:

“Resting in Christ: Our Christ-Wrought Union”

Rev. Jeff Pate
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COMMUNION
HYMN:

420

“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 103:1-4; Revelation 5:12
Pastor:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits,
Pastor:
who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:
who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor
and glory and blessing!
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

342

“Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary this evening for a Vespers service at 5:00pm.
Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. Youth Groups also meet tonight (junior
high at 4:30pm and senior high at 5:40pm).
October 21
October 28
November 4
November 11
6

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers
Reformation Celebration
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
October 21 Bob DeWitt
October 27 Warren Pate

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Job 38:1-7; Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE CHANGE
For the next two weeks, the Wednesday evening Bible study at Lori Turner’s house will
NOT meet (October 24 & 31). The members of that study are invited to attend the
Thursday evening study instead for those two weeks.

REFORMATION CELEBRATION NEXT SUNDAY
Please join us as we celebrate the heritage of the Reformed Church. There will be something
for everyone. Costumes are welcome and encouraged, but please avoid anything that will
scare the little folks.
4:30 – 5:30 Children's Games and Crafts
5:30 – Dinner
6:00 – Beer Garden opens
6:30 – Fire Pit and S’mores
There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer to assist with set up, games, candy, and clean up. You
may also sign up to help using the links in your email announcements.

OTHER EVENTS THIS WEEK
Wednesday, October 24, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
Wednesday, October 24, 3:30pm: Children’s Catechism
Thursday, October 25, 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study (Admin Building)
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Jeff & Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Brad & Rachel Yarbro
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
October 21: Bob DeWitt / Monica Urban / Janalie Graham & Caleigh Henson / Gabe Henson
October 28: Vielyana Kim / April Henry / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / David Barnes
OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through September 2018:
Operating Income:
$316,775.47
Operating Expense*:
$342,454.87
Net Income:
($25,679.40)
Designated gifts:
$32,779.12
Building loan balance:
$895,161.14
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

8

