
Christianity is not the sacrifice we make, but the sacrifice we trust; not the victory we win, 
but the victory we inherit.
     P. T. Forsyth

The bearing of shame is essential to the work of Christ. On the cross, Jesus bore our sin 
and all its consequences – including the guilt and the shame of sin. If Jesus had not been 
insulted and slain, there would be no salvation. 

Dan Doriani 

 Deep were his wounds, and red, on cruel Calvary,
 as on the cross he bled in bitter agony.
 But they whom sin has wounded sore
 find healing in the wounds he bore.

from Deep Were His Wounds, and Red 
Monique and Vito Aiuto of Welcome Wagon

The fact that Jesus Christ died is more important than the fact that I shall die, and the    
fact that Jesus Christ rose from the dead is the sole ground of my hope that I, too, shall
be raised on the Last Day. Our salvation is 'external to ourselves.' I find no salvation in
my life history, but only in the history of Jesus Christ. Only he who allows himself to be
found in Jesus Christ, in his incarnation, his Cross, and his resurrection, is with God and
God with him. 
     Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Proclamation of the resurrection of Jesus isn't nearly everything Christians have to offer the 
world, but it's the platform for everything they have to offer… Christian hope builds on this 
platform. In fact, a Christian's hope rises with Christ because Christians see in his 
resurrection that God's grace cannot be defeated, not even by death itself.

Cornelius Plantinga, Jr.
from Engaging God's World
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Dr. Thad James, Assisting Elder Steven Crawford

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE      
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 34:1-3
Leader:   I will bless the Lord at all times;
All:  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
Leader:  My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 
All:  Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 
  and let us exalt his name together!
Leader:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     38     “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Jeremiah 17:5, 9-10
5
Thus says the Lord:
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man
    and makes flesh his strength,
    whose heart turns away from the Lord.”
9
The heart is deceitful above all things,

    and desperately sick;
    who can understand it?
10“I the Lord search the heart
    and test the mind,
to give every man according to his ways,
    according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Holy Father, forgive us. Though you should guide us, we inform ourselves. Though you 
should rule us, we control ourselves. Though you should fulfill us, we console ourselves. 
Our hearts are surely deceitful, for we think your truth too high, your will too hard, your 
power too remote, your love too free. But they are not! And without them, we are of all 
people most miserable. Heal our confused minds with your word, our divided wills with 
your law, our troubled consciences with your love and our anxious hearts with your 
presence, all for the sake of your Son, who loved us and gave himself for us. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Psalm 130:7-8
O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is 
plentiful redemption. And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Pastor:  People of God, our redemption is sure in Jesus. 
  In Him alone, we have peace with God. 
  May this peace be with you this day and forever more.
People:  And also with you.

HYMN:     55     “To God Be the Glory”
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: “The Word Became Flesh,” from John 1
          
Leader:  What do we believe about the advent of Jesus into the world? 
People:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
  and the Word was God. 
Leader:  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, 
  and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
People:  In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
Leader:  He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 
  yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, 
  and his own people did not receive him.
People:  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
  he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, 
  not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, 
  but of God.
All:   And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “In Christ Alone”
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I N  C H R I S T  A L O N E

1. In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm.

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All, here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, scorned by the ones He came to save:

Till on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied -
For every sin on Him was laid; here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay, light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day up from the grave He rose again!

And as He stands in victory sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine - bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death, this is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath, Jesus commands my destiny.

No power of hell, no scheme of man, can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home, here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 1 Peter 3:18
18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit...

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                  “No Pain, No Gain”                  Dr. Thad James

HYMN:     427     “Amidst Us Our Beloved Stands” 
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C O M M U N I O N

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   Hear the words of our Savior: “Come to me, all you who labor and are 
  heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
  from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
  your souls.” Come, then, for all is ready.
All:  We come at our Savior's invitation, not because we are self-righteous, but 
  because we are penitent, not because we are strong, but because we are 
  weak, not because we are whole, but because we are broken. 
Pastor:  Come, then, for all is ready. Christ was raised to life, death is swallowed up, 
  victory is won. Alleluia!
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     286     “Worship Christ, the Risen King!”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19

JOHN GRAHAM’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

John & Linda Graham invite you to join them this afternoon from 3:00-5:00pm at the 
Cypress Inn Pavilion as they celebrate John's 90th birthday! 

NO YOUTH GROUP OR COVENANT KIDS CLUB

Due to the celebration of John Graham’s birthday, there will be no Youth Group or 
Covenant Kids Club this evening.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

SERVICE TEAMS

Service team sign-up is now available on the church website. Click on the “sign-ups” tab to 
join a team.

YOUTH GAME NIGHT

Youth Game Night is this Wednesday, October 16, from 6:00-7:30pm at the Kims’ house 
(5010 Lakehurst Drive, 35473).

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, October 16 at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

REFORMATION CELEBRATION – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
This is a wonderful time to celebrate and learn about our reformed heritage as well as enjoy 
a time of fellowship. The schedule for the evening is...

 • 4:30-5:30: Games – Everyone is invited to wear a costume 
              (nothing macabre or scary)
 • 5:45-7:30: Chili Dinner – Chili judging will occur shortly before dinner starts
 • 6:30-7:30: Vinodorf (adults only)
 • 6:30-7:30: Marshmallow Roast

Game attendants, food, candy, etc. are needed to make this evening happen. You may sign 
up using the link in your email announcements or on the sign-up sheet in the foyer of the 
sanctuary.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Sunday, November 24: We Give Thanks Service
 Saturday, December 14: Christmas Craft and Fun Day
 Sunday, December 15: Angel Tree Party

7

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

October 14   John Graham
October 15   Jenny Zheng
October 16   Debbie Jones
October 16   Meredith Patridge



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
October 13: Vielyana Kim / Joanie Norris / Greg Vander Wal & Lorrie Pate / Kay Kirkley

October 20: Bruce & Mickey DeHaan / Darla Cook / Katharine Bedsole & David Barnes / Aaron Powers

OCTOBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Greg Vander Wal

Clean Up: Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through September 2019:
Operating Income:                   $318,675.38
Operating Expense*:  $320,371.37
Net Income:                          ($1,695.99)
Designated gifts:                   $67,338.55
Building loan balance:          $814,863.35

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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