
[Danger] inevitably impels man again and again to take refuge in the arms of God and 
brings about man's dialogue with God. A constant life of prayer is the natural way in 
which faith manifests itself in life.

Artur Weiser

True Christianity is a fight.... Do we find in our heart a spiritual struggle? Are we 
conscious of two principles within us, contending for the mastery? (Gal. 5:17) Do we feel 
anything of war in our inward being? Well, let us thank God for it! It is a good sign. It is 
strongly probable evidence of the great work of sanctification. Anything is better than 
apathy, stagnation, deadness, and indifference. We are in a better state than many. The 
most part of so-called Christians have no feeling at all.... I say again, let us take comfort. 
The children of God have two great marks—they may be known by their inward warfare 
as well as by their inward peace. 

J. C. Ryle

As indeed he says in Hosea, 
“Those who were not my people I will call 'my people,' 

and her who was not beloved I will call 'beloved.'” 
“And in the very place where it was said to them, 'You are not my people,' 

there they will be called 'sons of the living God.'”
Romans 9:25,26

As soon as someone accuses me or criticizes me, as soon as I am rejected, left alone, or 
abandoned, I find myself thinking, "Well, that proves once again that I am a nobody." ... 
[My dark side says,] I am no good... I deserve to be pushed aside, forgotten, rejected, and 
abandoned. Self-rejection is the greatest enemy of the spiritual life because it contradicts 
the sacred voice that calls us the "Beloved." Being the Beloved constitutes the core truth 
of our existence.
 Henri J. M. Nouwen
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 34

HYMN OF PRAISE:     55     “To God Be the Glory”

Pastor: I will bless the LORD at all times; 
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.

All: My soul makes its boast in the LORD; 
let the humble hear and be glad.

Pastor: Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together!
All: Those who look to him are radiant, 

and their faces shall never be ashamed.
Pastor: Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Come, and worship.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     465     “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord” 

Jeremiah 17:5-10
5
Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, 

6
whose heart turns away from the Lord. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see 
any good come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited 

7 8
salt land. Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a 
tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat 
comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it does not 

9cease to bear fruit.” The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 
10

understand it? “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind, to give every man 
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All: Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways 

like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of 
our own hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We have left 
undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent, according to your promises declared to the world in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful God, for his sake, that we may 
live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 from Titus 3
Pastor: Hear the good news. We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led 

astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice 
and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 

All: But when the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior appeared, 
he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 
of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     330     “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness” 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader: Christian, what do you believe? 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the 
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge 
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBER    David Barnes
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:           “Mercy and Missions”   Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 8:26-39
26 27Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped 
out on land, there met him a man from the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, 

28and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down 
before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I 

29beg you, do not torment me.” For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For 
many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he 

30
would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your 

31
name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And they begged him not to command 

32
them to depart into the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, and they begged 

33
him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the man and 

34
entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and drowned. When the 

35
herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then people went 
out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had 

36
gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. And those who had 

37
seen it told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding 
country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. So he got 

38
into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with 

39
him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for 
you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.

HYMN:     672     

Pastor: With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink 
this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory. 

All: In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely forgiven through 
the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself finished on the cross once for all.

Pastor: He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is 
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     447     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

“Trust and Obey” 

“Christ for the World We Sing” 

   

C O M M U N I O N
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary this evening at 5:00pm for a time of 
evening worship. Covenant Kids Club meets at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet tonight 
(see detailed announcements below).

We will meet from 4:30 to 6:10 and play Turkey in a Tree and Thanksgiving Dinner Tag. 
After that we'll do some singing and kick off our new Bible 101 series - Learning, Living, 
and Loving What's in the Bible. Hope to see YOU there!

Come and join us from 5:40 to 7:45 today for BLACKLIGHT GAGA under the stars, 
some awesome singing, and time in the Word featuring John Chapter 10!  

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE  

Nov. 5 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship
Nov. 12 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Nov. 19 Dinner on the Grounds & We Give Thanks service

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THIS WEEK AT RIVERWOOD

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12

Wednesday, November 8, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, November 8, 3:30pm: Catechism
Wednesday, November 8, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, November 8, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

November 6   Lori Turner
November 7   Jerry Douglas
November 7   Dixon Hopton-Jones



UPSURGE DEADLINE APPROACHING

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

RIVERWOOD CHILDREN’S FOOD DRIVE

HOPPER-DEHAAN FOLD LUNCH

WEBINAR: INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

All junior and senior highs that want to sign up for our visit to UPSURGE next Sunday, 
Nov. 12th must do so by TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7th! Give your $18 to the church 
secretary ($15 if you already own upsurge socks) and then fill out your mandatory waiver 
online at upsurgetrampolinepark.com. Junior Highs will meet at Upsurge from 4:45 to 
6:00. Senior Highs will meet at Upsurge from 6:15 to 7:30. SIGN UP TODAY!

This Friday, November 10, at 6:30pm. This event is open to everyone. We will be turning 
the Fellowship Hall into a living room. Please bring blankets and pillows for the floor. The 
movie we will be viewing is "How to Train Your Dragon". The Children's Ministry with the 
Youth Ministry will provide popcorn and lemonade. Please bring other snacks and drinks 
to share. 

The children of Riverwood will be collecting food items for Wings of Grace during the 
month of November. The following items are needed: canned vegetables, canned fruits, 
canned meals, non-perishable box items, pasta, breakfast items, canned meat, and peanut 
butter. Wings of Grace has requested that we do NOT provide large or industrial size 
containers and NO glass jars. Arrangements are being made for the children to present 
these items to Wings of Grace during Covenant Kids Club on November 26.

Next Sunday, November 12, everyone in the Hopper-DeHaan fold is invited to stay for 
lunch in the fellowship hall directly after the morning worship service.

National Orphan Sunday is observed in churches once per year to raise awareness for the 
plight of orphans all around the world. Next Sunday, November 12, at 6:00pm, Riverwood 
will host a webinar on international adoption at Greg & Sarah Vander Wal’s house (327 
Shiloh Lane). Led by Lifeline Children’s Services, you are invited to “Learn more about 
how orphan care fits into a biblical worldview, what the international adoption process 
looks like, and hear about financial resources for adoption.” This information is not just 
for those considering adoption. It is for anyone interested in learning more about 
international adoption, and all ages are welcome to attend. The webinar starts promptly at 
6:00pm, so feel free to arrive a few minutes early.

7

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

November 5: Amanda Brown / Kathy Gilbert / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge
November 12: Darla Cook / April Henry / David Barnes & Caleigh Henson / Olivia Staggs

Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard
Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $347,030.55
Operating Expense*: $351,010.80
Net Income:                        ($3,980.25)
Designated gifts:                  $51,701.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,454.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,705.23
Building account balance:      $20,282.14
Monthly payment:       $7,791.19
Loan balance:                       $999,000.00

8


