
God is God. If He were small enough to be understood, He would not be big enough to be 
worshiped. Because He is God, He is worthy of my trust and obedience. He is always at 
work, calmly engineering His eternal purposes in us, through us, for us, and in spite of us.
     Elisabeth Eliot
     from Through Gates of Splendor

The world isn't divided into a sacred realm and a secular realm, with redemptive activity 
confined to the sacred zone. The whole world belongs to God, the whole world has fallen, 
and so the whole world needs to be redeemed—every last person, place, organization, and 
program; all “rocks and trees and skies and seas”; in fact, “every square inch,” as Abraham 
Kuyper said. The whole creation is “a theater for the mighty works of God,” first in 
creation and then in re-creation.
     Cornelius Plantinga Jr.

Genesis 1 suggests that the world without man is incomplete. But we can turn that 
proposition around: man without the world is incomprehensible. That God has placed us 
here in this world and called us in service both to himself and to his creation means that 
we can be comfortable with our creaturely status, with our physicality, our undeniable links 
with the creaturely. Man is made for the earth. This world is our home.
     Michael Williams

R E F L E C T I O N S
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WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 8 & 19
Pastor:   O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
All:  You have set your glory above the heavens. 
  Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength…
Pastor:  The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.
All:  O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     660     “O God beyond All Praising”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: James 3:1-12
1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 

2judged with greater strictness. For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in 
3

what he says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. If we put bits into the mouths 
4of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. Look at the ships also: though 

they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the 
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will of the pilot directs. So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How 
6great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. 

The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of 
7

life, and set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be 
8tamed and has been tamed by mankind, but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless 

9
evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who 

10
are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, 

11these things ought not to be so. Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and 
12

salt water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt 
pond yield fresh water.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Merciful and almighty God, by your word all things were made and by the word of your power 
they are sustained. You have formed us to use our tongues to glorify you and beautify your 
creation. We confess that we have been careless with our mouths. We confess that we often speak 
in order to boast of ourselves or to tear others down. Please forgive us for when our words have 
been rash, self-promoting, unloving or selfishly withheld. Have mercy on us for lying in order to 
guard our pride and fear. We acknowledge that our mouths have only revealed the anger, 
arrogance, despair and deceit in our hearts. Have mercy on us and forgive us. Wash us with your 
Word. Cleanse our hearts, our thoughts, and our mouths. Enable us to hear and believe who we 
are in Jesus Christ and loosen our tongues to worship you and declare your righteousness. We ask 
this in Jesus name, amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 10
Pastor:  When Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of God, waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a 
footstool for his feet.

All:  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
  sanctified.
Pastor:  The Holy Spirit bears witness to us saying…“I will remember their sins and their 
  lawless deeds no more.”
All:  Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Pastor:   In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.
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Mine are days that God has numbered
I was made to walk with Him
Yet I look for worldly treasure
And forsake the King of kings

But mine is hope in my Redeemer
Though I fall, his love is sure

For Christ has paid for every failing
I am His forevermore

Mine are tears in times of sorrow
Darkness not yet understood

Through the valley I must travel
Where I see no earthly good

But mine is peace that flows from heaven
And the strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted
Christ completes his work in me

Mine are days here as a stranger
Pilgrim on a narrow way

One with Christ I will encounter
Harm and hatred for his name

But mine is armour for this battle
Strong enough to last the war
And he has said he will deliver

Safely to the golden shore
And mine are keys to Zion city
Where beside the King I walk

For there my heart has found its treasure
Christ is mine forevermore

Words and music by Jonny Robinson and Rich Thompson
©2016 CityAlight Music; CCLI license #11239744

C H R I S T  I S  M I N E  F O R E V E R M O R E
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY 
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

HYMN:     453     “All Authority and Power”

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread 
  and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return 
  in glory. 
All:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
  finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us that the Holy 
  Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is now in heaven at 
  the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     122     “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

C O M M U N I O N

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 1:26-28
26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 

27and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 

28created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                “Created with Purpose and Power”        Rev. Jeff Pate



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

MEETING THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, November 6, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
 Wednesday, November 6, 3:30pm: Catechism

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS & WE GIVE THANKS

After church on Sunday, November 24, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on 
the grounds. Each family is asked to bring a stand alone meal that is enough for your family 
plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The 
church will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread 
together. Riverwood’s annual We Give Thanks service will directly follow the meal in the 
Fellowship Hall.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, November 13, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Sunday, December 15: Angel Tree Party
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

November 6 Lori Turner
November 7 Jerry Douglas

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth 
Group meets from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn.



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
November 3: Sarah Vander Wal / Debbie Jones / Vielyana Kim & Caleigh Henson / Parker Pate

November 10: Lynn Tootle / Lisa Kidder / Sumlin Pate & Meg Sigmon / Daniel Page

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through October 2019:
Operating Income:                   $351,222.46
Operating Expense*:  $351,002.89
Net Income:                          $219.57
Designated gifts:                   $93,338.55
Building loan balance:          $809,445.46

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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