
I do not think I exaggerate when I say that some of us put our offering in the plate with a 
kind of triumphant bounce as much as to say: “There—now God will feel better!”… I am 
obliged to tell you that God does not need anything you have. He does not need a dime of 
your money. It is your own spiritual welfare at stake in such matters as these.… You have a 
right to keep what you have all to yourself—but it will rust and decay, and ultimately ruin 
you.

A. W. Tozer
from Christ the Eternal Son

Anyone who has seen himself as the man lying in the road, as spiritually poor, will then 
live a life of generosity toward the outcast and the needy.

Timothy J. Keller
from Ministries of Mercy

Mammon is a genuine rival to God. The recurring biblical demand confronts us: “You 
shall not worship the work of your hands.” Jesus challenged his hearers to choose one 
master or another—God or Mammon. Either we will serve God and use money or we 
serve money and use God. Ultimately we follow what we have loved most intensely to its 
natural destination—eternity or death— “for where your treasure is, there will your heart 
be too.”

Os Guinness
from The Call
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 106

HYMN OF PRAISE:     715     “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

Pastor: Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever. 

All: Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the nations, that 
we may give thanks to our holy name and glory in your praise. 

Pastor: Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! 
And let all the people say,

All: “Amen!” Praise the LORD!
Pastor: Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     230     “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”

Proverbs 11:3,4, 24-28
3
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the crookedness of the treacherous destroys them. 

4 24
Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. One gives freely, 

25
yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. Whoever 

26brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. The people curse 
27him who holds back grain, but a blessing is on the head of him who sells it. Whoever diligently 

28seeks good seeks favor, but evil comes to him who searches for it. Whoever trusts in his riches will 
fall, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All: Heavenly Father, we confess to you our misplaced trust and our worldly desires. Your 

word reminds us that righteousness delivers from death but we often put our hope in 
wealth and possessions. Please have mercy on us. You tell us that the ones who are 
generous to others, bringing blessings to their neighbors, will flourish but we often 
cling to the gifts you have given. Please forgive us. We know that the righteousness 
that will deliver us is the righteousness of Jesus Christ, which we receive by faith. 
The blessings we offer others are only an overflow of your goodness and grace to us, 
which we do not deserve. We marvel at your benevolence. Help us now to be 
generous. In Christ's name, amen.

 based on 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Timothy 6:17-20
Pastor: Lift up your heads and your hearts and hear the good news. My little children, I am 

writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. In Christ Jesus, you are 
redeemed and your sins are forgiven.

All: Thanks be to God.
Pastor: I charge you not to be haughty, nor to set your hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on 

God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. You are to do good, to be rich in 
good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for yourselves as a 
good foundation for the future, so that you may take hold of that which is truly life. The 
peace of Christ be with you all.

All: And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     597     “Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer #1
Leader: What is your only comfort in life and death?
People: That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and 

in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my 
sins with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of 
the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of 
my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things 
must work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He 
also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready 
from now on to live for Him.
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:      “ ”    Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 12:22-34
22
And he said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 

23eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
24clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 

25
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by 

26
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If then you are not able to do as small a 

27
thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 

28toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if 
God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 

29
how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and 

30
what you are to drink, nor be worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and 

31your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added 
32 33to you. Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell 

your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Stewardship and True Wealth: Rich Toward Others

HYMN:     480

Pastor: With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink 
this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory. 

All: In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely forgiven through 
the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself finished on the cross once for all.

Pastor: He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is 
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

     “Come, for the Feast Is Spread” st. 1,3

“Hope of the World” (lyrics on the following page) 

   

C O M M U N I O N



6

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight at 4:30pm. You are invited to join the children in the 
Fellowship Hall from 4:30-5:00pm to learn about the ministry of Wings of Grace. Youth 
Groups are combined at 6:00pm (see detailed announcement below). The choir will 
rehearse in the sanctuary at 5:00pm.

All Junior High and Senior High youth are invited to join us tonight for a GIGANTIC 
game of UNDERGROUND CHURCH Riverwood Style! We will meet in the admin 
building at 6:00pm sharp for our evening meal followed by a detailed explanation of the 
game for our newcomers. Flashlights will be provided. It all ends at 8:30 pm. Hope to see 
YOU there!

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Nov. 26 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Dec. 3 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship
Dec. 10 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal

COMBINED YOUTH GROUP EVENT TONIGHT

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, 
speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, thy people, from consuming passion,
who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
bringing to hungry souls the bread of life,

still let thy Spirit unto us be given
to heal earth’s wounds and end her bitter strife.

3. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
from death and dark despair, from sin and guilt;

we render back the love thy mercy gave us;
take thou our lives, and use them as thou wilt.

4. Hope of the world, O Christ o’er death victorious,
who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain,

we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious:
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!

H O P E  O F  T H E  W O R L D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

MEN’S BREAKFAST FOR SUPPER

ANGEL TREE: NOW AVAILABLE IN THE FOYER

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46

If you have wanted to attend a men's breakfast but aren't an early riser, we have just what 
you've been looking for. This Wednesday, November 29, all of the men (young and old) 
are invited to Breakfast for Supper in the administration building beginning at 6 p.m. We 
will enjoy fellowship, a brief study and discussion on living as a Christian man today, and 
plenty of pancakes and sausage!  

What is Angel Tree? It is a ministry to children of incarcerated parents. Through this 
program, we as a church can embrace children in our community by providing them with a 
Christmas gift, given in love, on behalf of their parent. Each gift presents an opportunity to 
share the love and hope of Christ. Please prayerfully consider participating in this program 
by doing any of the following: (1) purchasing presents (one clothing and one toy item) for 
a child from the tree, (2) providing non-perishable food items, and (3) participating in the 
Angel Tree Christmas Party on December 17.  For more information contact Joann 
Williams.

Saturday, December 9, 9:00am-12:30pm. This day is for children from 4 – 12 years old. We 
will have crafts, games, Christmas story, music, and great food. Children, please invite a 
friend to spend the morning with us. Please prayerfully consider participating in this 
program by (1) providing food, (2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks 
that need to be completed prior to the 9th. For more information contact Joann Williams.

Saturday, December 2, 9:00am: Women’s Brunch and Cram Kits
Wednesday, December 13, 3:30pm: Final catechism class of the semester
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

November 28   Bob Prince
December 1     Ethan Hopton-Jones



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

November 26: Sarah Vander Wal / Lisa Kidder / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Daniel Page
December 3: Aaron Powers / Monica Urban / Ginny Nippert & Savannah Cook / Victoria Bell

Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard
Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS (AS OF 11-13-17):
Operating Income: $364,650.99
Operating Expense*: $364,343.38
Net Income:                             $307.61
Designated gifts:                  $52,351.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,604.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,855.23
Building account balance:      $20,432.14
Monthly payment:       $7,791.19
Loan balance:                       $999,000.00
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