REFLECTIONS

The sovereignty of God is the one impregnable rock to which the suffering human heart
must cling. The circumstances surrounding our lives are no accident; they may be the work
of evil, but that evil is held firmly within the mighty hand of our sovereign God… All evil is
subject to Him, and evil cannot touch His children unless He permits it. God is the Lord
of human history and of the personal history of every member of His redeemed family.
Margaret Clarkson
The assumption of spirituality is that always God is doing something before I know it. So
the task is not to get God to do something I think needs to be done, but to become aware
of what God is doing so that I can respond to it and participate and take delight in it.
Eugene Peterson
Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heav'n and home,
When Jesus is my portion? My constant Friend is He:
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me;
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me
I sing because I'm happy, I sing because I'm free,
For His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.
Civilla D. Martin
His Eye Is On the Sparrow
The Lord is the giver of our songs; he breathes the music into the hearts of his people; he is
the creator of their joy.
Charles Spurgeon
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
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8:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin
Joann Williams, piano
10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers
Dr. Linda Graham, piano
WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Isaiah 35
Leader:
Say to all who have anxiety in their heart, be strong, and do not fear!
Your God will come to save you.
People:
And we, the ransomed of the Lord, will enter with singing.
Everlasting joy will crown our heads.
Leader:
Open now your eyes and see the glory and the splendor of our God!
Come! Let us worship!
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PRAISE
HYMN:

164

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace.
My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life and health and peace.
He breaks the pow’r of reigning sin, he sets the pris’ner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me.
He speaks and, list’ning to his voice, new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice; the humble poor believe.
Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosen’d tongues employ;
ye blind, behold your Savior come; and leap, ye lame, for joy.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Mark 9:14-25
And when they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and scribes
arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when they saw him, were greatly
16
amazed and ran up to him and greeted him. And he asked them, “What are you arguing
17
about with them?” And someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my
son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it throws
him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I asked your disciples
to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he answered them, “O faithless generation,
20
how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” And
they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the
boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked
his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood.
22
And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do
23
anything, have compassion on us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All
24
things are possible for one who believes.” Immediately the father of the child cried out
and said, “I believe; help my unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command
you, come out of him and never enter him again.”
14

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Father, we desire for our intentions to always be good and to always seek holiness. We
want to live and walk as people who follow Jesus, and yet we fail daily, we fail even
hourly. We hurt others when we should love them. We hold ourselves high when we
should be humble. We look down on others when there should be great compassion. We
are meager in giving of ourselves, our goods and our talents, knowing from His Word
that we should be generous and gracious. We fail at every turn and we are undone.
Forgive us, Lord, for our failures. As the Lord Jesus said, our failures are failures of
unbelief. Today, through the Word and Holy Spirit, show us Jesus again. Show us His
beauty. Show us His great love for us. Make us know that if we see Him as He is, we will
repent, and we will turn. We believe, Lord. Help our unbelief. Help us now, in this time
of confession. In His name we pray.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
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CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Ephesians 2:8-9
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.
Pastor:

Christian, through the mercy of God who gives us both grace and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven and you are at
peace with God.
All thanks and glory to God!

People:
HYMN:

691

“It Is Well with My Soul”
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul.”
Chorus:
It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.
Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul.
(Chorus)
My sin – O the bliss of this glorious thought! –
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Chorus)
O Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend,
“Even so” – it is well with my soul.
(Chorus)
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COMMITMENT
OFFERING

*Tithes and offerings will be collected by deacons following the morning service as congregants leave the sanctuary.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
“On Providence,” from The Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 5, Articles 1 & 3
Leader:
Christian, what do you believe about the providence of God?
All:
God, who created everything, also upholds everything. He directs,
regulates, and governs every creature, action, and thing, from the greatest
to the least, by his completely wise and holy providence. He does so in
accordance with his infallible foreknowledge and the voluntary,
unchangeable purpose of his own will, all to the praise of the glory of his
wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy. God uses ordinary means to
work out his providence day by day. But, as he pleases, he may work
without, beyond, or contrary to these means.
RESPONSE:

“Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:

334

“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”

Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew,
that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure,
until my will is one with thine, to do and to endure.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine,
until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.
Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die,
but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity.
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P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 46
1
2
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear
though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
3
4
though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. There is a
river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 5God
is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns.
6
7
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of
8
hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come, behold the works of the Lord,
9
how he has brought desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 10“Be still, and
know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
11
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Pastor:
All:
SERMON:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
“Theology That Sings”

Rev. Derrick Brite
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COMMUNION
HYMN:

347

“The Church’s One Foundation” st. 1-3
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the Word:
from heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses, partakes on holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
All:
We who are many are one body, for we all share the same loaf.
Pastor:
The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
All:
The cup that we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ.
Pastor:
Congregation of Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared his table for all who
love him and trust in him alone for their salvation. All who are truly sorry
for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and
who desire to live in obedience to him are now invited to come with
gladness to the table of the Lord. The gifts of God for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.
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BENEDICTION
HYMN:

347

“The Church’s One Foundation” st. 4-6

The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,
to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;
though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.
‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.
(Refrain)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
October 30 Caleb Kim
November 1 Bonnie Martin
November 6 Lori Turner
November 7 Jerry Douglas

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37; 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Matthew 23:1-12

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP
Covenant Kids Club and Youth Group meet tonight. Covenant Kids Club meets from 5:306:30pm behind the Fellowship Hall, and Youth Group meets from 5:30-7:00pm behind the
Administration Building.

NEW MEMBERS CLASS
If you are interested in membership at Riverwood, please contact Jimmy Hopper
(jimhop7@att.net).

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through October 2020:
Operating Income:
$315,509.40
Operating Expense*:
$337,086.19
Net Income:
($21,576.79)
Designated gifts:
$86,674.43
Building loan balance:
$731,523.45
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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