
We would worry less if we praised more. Thanksgiving is the enemy of discontent and 
dissatisfaction.

H. A. Ironside

Do not say, “But it is hypocritical to thank God with my tongue when I don't feel thankful 
in my heart.” There is such a thing as hypocritical thanksgiving. Its aim is to conceal 
ingratitude and get the praise of men. That is not your aim. Your aim in loosing your 
tongue with words of gratitude is that God would be merciful and fill your words with the 
emotion of true gratitude. You are not seeking the praise of men; you are seeing the mercy 
of God. You are not hiding the hardness of ingratitude, but hoping for the in-breaking of 
the Spirit.

John Piper

God's mercy is greater than our sins. There is an awareness of sin that does not lead to 
God but rather to self-preoccupation. Our temptation is to be so impressed by our sins and 
failings and so overwhelmed by our lack of generosity that we get stuck in paralyzing guilt. 
It is the guilt that says: “I am too sinful to deserve God's mercy.” It is guilt that leads to 
introspection instead of directing our eyes to God. It is guilt that has become an idol and 
therefore a form of pride.

Henri Nouwen

In the normal and healthy Christian life, everything proceeds from God's generosity, and 
everything returns to God in thanksgiving. Grace, generosity and gratitude: these are not 
optional extras of Christian living, but are the very heart of it all. 

N. T. Wright

What a revolution would come over the world – the world of starving bodies at home – 
the world of starving souls abroad – if something like this were the standard of giving; if 
God's people ventured on “making themselves poor” as Jesus did, for the sake of the need 
around; if the “I” – “me” – “mine” were practically delivered up, no longer to be 
recognized when they clash with those needs.

Lilias Trotter (1853-1928)
Artist and Missionary to Algeria 
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 95:1-7

HYMN OF PRAISE:     635     “How Good It Is to Thank the Lord”

Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!

All: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

Pastor: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.
All: In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

the heights of the mountains are his also.
Pastor: The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
All: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, 

our Maker! For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, 
and the sheep of his hand.

Pastor: Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     230     “Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”

Malachi 3:6-12
6
“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 

7
From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept 
them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How 

8
shall we return?’ Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we 

9
robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are 

10robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will 
not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no 

11
more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your 

12soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. Then all 
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All:

 from 2 Corinthians 8:9 & Ephesians 1
Pastor: For those who have confessed their sins looking to Jesus for their hope of 

forgiveness, hear and rejoice in the gospel. For you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became 
poor.

All: Jesus Christ did this so that we, by his poverty, might become rich.
Pastor: In Christ, God has forgiven your trespasses, lavishing the riches of his grace 

on you. The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Almighty God, whose nature it is to be generous: we confess to you that 
the greed in our hearts often keeps us from responding to your word. 
You have given us so much and we are tempted to hold those gifts so 
tightly. Please forgive us. Help us, Holy Spirit, by freeing us from the 
love of money and helping us to learn the joy and benefit of generosity. 
Teach us to be cheerful givers as we respond to your undeserved love 
for us. In Christ's name, amen.
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     585     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” st. 1-4 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:      “ ”    Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 12:13-21
13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

14 15with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” And 
he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life 

16does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” And he told them a parable, saying, 
17“The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, 

18for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
19barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 

say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
20merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things 

21you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and 
is not rich toward God.”

Stewardship and True Wealth: Rich Toward God

HYMN:     

Pastor: With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread 
and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return 
in glory. 

All: In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
finished on the cross once for all.

Pastor: He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with 
his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he 
wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape 
juice, please take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     125     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

585     “Take My Life, and Let It Be” st. 5, 6

“Let All Things Now Living” 

   

C O M M U N I O N
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Everyone is invited to the fellowship hall after the worship service today for Dinner on 
the Grounds. Riverwood’s annual We Give Thanks service will directly follow the meal.

Both Junior High and Senior High Youth groups will not meet this week because of the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Nov. 19 Dinner on the Grounds & We Give Thanks service
Nov. 26 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Dec. 3 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Evening Worship

NO YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS TONIGHT

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

ONE WEEK UNTIL UNDERGROUND CHURCH

Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

OFFICE HOURS

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, church office hours will vary this week. If you need to
get in touch with a staff member immediately, please feel free to call their cell phone
number listed in the church directory.

NO CATECHISM THIS WEEK

Catechism classes will NOT meet this week Wednesday, November 22. The final 
meetings of the fall semester will be December 6 & 13.

On Sunday, November 26th BOTH Junior High and Senior High youth will meet 
together from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm for a GIGANTIC game of UNDERGROUND 
CHURCH! Mark your calendars and make your plans to attend now.

November 21   Quay Finch
November 21   Alan Manning



RIVERWOOD CHILDREN’S FOOD DRIVE

MEN’S BREAKFAST FOR SUPPER

ANGEL TREE

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

The children of Riverwood will be collecting food items for Wings of Grace during the 
month of November. The following items are needed: canned vegetables, canned fruits, 
canned meals, non-perishable box items, pasta, breakfast items, canned meat, and peanut 
butter. Wings of Grace has requested that we do NOT provide large or industrial size 
containers and NO glass jars. Arrangements are being made for the children to present 
these items to Wings of Grace during Covenant Kids Club on November 26.

If you have wanted to attend a men's breakfast but aren't an early riser, we have just what 
you've been looking for. On Wednesday, November 29, all of the men (young and old) 
are invited to Breakfast for Supper in the administration building beginning at 6 p.m. We 
will enjoy fellowship, a brief study and discussion on living as a Christian man today, and 
plenty of pancakes and sausage!  

The Angel Tree will be in the foyer next Sunday, November 26. What is Angel Tree? It is a 
ministry to children of incarcerated parents. Through this program, we as a church can 
embrace children in our community by providing them with a Christmas gift, given in 
love, on behalf of their parent. Each gift presents an opportunity to share the love and 
hope of Christ. Please prayerfully consider participating in this program by doing any of 
the following: (1) purchasing presents (one clothing and one toy item) for a child from the 
tree, (2) providing non-perishable food items, and (3) participating in the Angel Tree 
Christmas Party on December 17.  For more information contact Joann Williams.

Saturday, December 9, 9:00am-12:30pm. This day is for children from 4 – 12 years old. We 
will have crafts, games, Christmas story, music, and great food. Children, please invite a 
friend to spend the morning with us. Please prayerfully consider participating in this 
program by (1) providing food, (2) helping with crafts, or (3) helping with any of the tasks 
that need to be completed prior to the 9th. For more information contact Joann Williams.

Saturday, December 2, 9:00am: Women’s Brunch and Cram Kits
Wednesday, December 13, 3:30pm: Final catechism class of the semester
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

November 19: Heather Henson / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Quay Finch / Sumlin Pate
November 26: Sarah Vander Wal / Lisa Kidder / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Daniel Page

Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard
Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $364,650.99
Operating Expense*: $364,343.38
Net Income:                             $307.61
Designated gifts:                  $52,351.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,604.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,855.23
Building account balance:      $20,432.14
Monthly payment:       $7,791.19
Loan balance:                       $999,000.00
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