
For when we cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing, we worship anything.
  G. K. Chesterton

What are you really living for? It's crucial to realize that you either glorify God, or you 
glorify something or someone else. You're always making something look big. If you don't 
glorify God when you're involved in a conflict, you inevitably show that someone or 
something else rules your heart.
  Ken Sande
  Resolving Everyday Conflict

And now brothers, I will ask you a terrible question, and God knows I ask it also of myself. 
Is the truth beyond all truths, beyond the stars, just this: that to live without him is the real 
death, that to die with him the only life?
  Frederick Beuchner
  The Magnificent Defeat
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE             We Praise, We Thank           arr. Ruth Elaine Schram                      
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 96
Pastor:   Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
   tell of his salvation from day to day.
All:  Declare his glory among the nations, 
  his marvelous works among all the peoples!
Pastor:  Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength!
All:  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
  bring an offering, and come into his courts!    
Pastor:  Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 
  tremble before him all the earth! 
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     12     “Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Exodus 34:5-9
5
The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 

6the Lord. The Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord, a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 
7
keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 

will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the 
8

children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his 
9head toward the earth and worshiped. And he said, “If now I have found favor in your 

sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and 
pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according 
to your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful 
God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Ephesians 1:7-10
Pastor:    Because of his sovereign and undeserved love, God sent his Son, Jesus 
    Christ, the Beloved, and you have redemption through his blood, the 
    forgiveness of your trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
All:   which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known 
  to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth   
  in Christ, 
Pastor:  this according to his plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 
  things in heaven and things on earth. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:   And also with you. 

HYMN:     55     “To God Be the Glory” 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY            Count Your Blessings    arr. Faye Lopez
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Romans 5:1-10
Leader:  Church, as you have faith in Jesus Christ, what is your standing before God? 
All:  We have been justified by faith and we have peace with God through our 
  Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into 
  this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

Leader:  As those who are now justified, at peace with God, and abiding in his grace, 
  how do you view suffering in this life?
All:  We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
  and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
  hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into 
  our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

Leader:  What was your condition when Christ first loved you?
All:   While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
  God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 
  for us. If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
  his Son, how much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by 
  his life.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” st. 1-4

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 3:20-21
20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, 

21according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

SERMON:                                  “Glory Days”              Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” st. 5,6

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:   It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
Pastor:   With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, 
  made us in your image, and kept covenant with us—even when we fell into sin.
All:   We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and
  resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Pastor:   Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole
  creation to proclaim the glory of your name.
All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
  of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name 
  of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     122     “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall directly after the worship service today for 
Dinner on the Grounds and our annual We Give Thanks service. Join us as we break 
bread together. Covenant Kids Club and Youth Groups will not meet tonight.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 November 18  Dinner on the Grounds & We Give Thanks service
 November 25  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 December 2  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Vespers
 December 9  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25; Mark 13:1-8

NO CATECHISM THIS WEEK

Due to the Thanksgiving holiday, children’s catechism classes will not meet this week 
(November 21). Classes will resume on Wednesday, November 28.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR WINGS OF GRACE

Please be in prayer for the Wings of Grace Center:
 -As they drive supplies to Florida this weekend to support hurricane relief
 -As they see clients at their new location in Holt
 -For their director, Ms. Terri Hibbard, as she grieves the recent loss of her mother
If you are interested in volunteering at the Wings of Grace Center, or for more details on 
their ministry, please contact Bruce or Mickey DeHaan.

November 21   Quay Finch
November 21   Alan Manning



HELP NEEDED FOR THE ANGEL TREE MINISTRY

The Angel Tree is for children who have a parent that has been incarcerated. Through this 
ministry, the parent can request Christmas gifts for their children. This year, we have 31 
children and 17 families. There are many ways that you can help with this ministry:
 -Praying for the incarcerated parent, the children and their caretakers. Please pray 
 that through this ministry they will see and experience the grace and mercy of God 
 and come to know Jesus Christ.
 -Providing gifts for a child. We are asking for one toy and an article of clothing.
 Information for each child is available in the foyer of the sanctuary.
 -Providing non-perishable food items to be given to each family. We will collect these 
 food items during the month of December.
 -Helping with the Angel Tree Christmas Party on Dec. 16th. Please see Joann  
 Williams for more information regarding the party.

CRAM KIT DONATIONS

The women's ministry has requested donations for cram kits for college students (hot 
chocolate packs, candy, crackers, gum, hot tea bags, etc). There is a bin in the entryway or 
ladies can bring things the day of. They will be making the bags on Friday, November 30 at 
6:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS CRAFT AND FUN DAY

Christmas Craft and Fun Day will be on Saturday, December 1st, from 9:00am-12:30pm. 
This day is for children from 4 – 12 years old. We will have crafts, games, the Christmas 
story, music, and great food. Children, please invite a friend to spend the morning with us. 
Please prayerfully consider participating in this program by:
 -Providing food,
 -Helping with crafts, or
 -Helping with any of the tasks that need to be completed prior to December 1st. 
For more information, see Joann Williams.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Friday, December 7, 7:30pm: Riverwood Christmas Party
 Sunday, December 16, 5:00pm: Angel Tree Party
 Monday, December 24, 5:30pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
November 18: Elena Arnold / Kristina Patridge / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Meg Sigmon

November 25: Kathy Gilbert / Lisa Kidder / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Daniel Kidder

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through October 2018:
Operating Income:                 $345,911.02
Operating Expense*: $372,328.86
Net Income:                       ($26,417.84)
Designated gifts:                  $34,754.12
Building loan balance:         $890,158.43

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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