
In a garden long ago, the two majestic beings God had created used their capacities for 
purposes other than reflecting the goodness of their Creator. Adam and Eve 
commandeered their design to worship themselves instead of God. Their children and 
grandchildren have been doing the same ever since. 
     Jeremy Pierre 
     from The Dynamic Heart in Daily Life: 
     Connecting Christ to Human Experience

What Satan put into the heads of our remote ancestors was the idea that they could "be like 
gods"—could set up their own as if they had created themselves—be their own 
masters—invent some sort of happiness for themselves outside God, apart from God. And 
out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call human history—money, 
poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, slavery—the long terrible story of man 
trying to find something other than God which will make him happy. 
     C. S. Lewis
     from Mere Christianity

Voltaire once said, "God created man in His own image, and man has returned the 
favor"...Like other agnostics before and since, Voltaire believed that man creates the notion 
of God in the laboratory of his own genius, casting a deity in his own image with finite 
limitations and humanlike qualities. Like a person looking in a mirror and then forming 
his thoughts about himself based on what he sees, so man creates god in his own likeness 
by looking inward, not upward. This god is the result of reflection, not revelation.
     Steven Lawson
     from Made In Our Own Image

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE     Speak, O Lord    Getty & Townend, arr. Larson
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 105
Pastor:   Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; 
   make known his deeds among the peoples!
All:  We will sing praises to him. 
  Telling of all his wondrous works, we will glory in his name.
Pastor:  Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
All:  We will seek the Lord and his strength. 
  We will seek the Lord continuously.
Pastor:  He is the Lord our God. He remembers his covenant forever. 
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     7     “From All That Dwell below the Skies”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 2:15-17
15
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 

16Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of 
17the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is 

passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, God of all mercy and grace, we humbly bow our heads and our hearts 
before you. We confess that we have sinned against you. Have mercy on us. Please forgive 
us for loving the things of this world apart from loving you, the Creator. Forgive us for 
our lustful gazing, discontented craving, and pride-filled possessing. We admit that these 
actions and attitudes are not from you but from the world. 

(Pause)

Holy Spirit, change us. Remind us of the Savior's death for us. Fix our gaze on the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the shame of 
the cross. Renew our spirits so we can see the world and respond with compassion, 
generosity, humility, thanksgiving, and praise to God. We ask this in Jesus name, amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on 1 John 2:1-2; Colossians 3:1-4
Pastor:  Lift up your heads and your hearts and hear the good news. My little 

children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world. In Christ Jesus, you are redeemed and your 
sins are forgiven.

All:  Thanks be to God.
Pastor:  I charge you who have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
  above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
  things that are above, not on things that are on the earth. For you have died, 
  and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life 
  appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. The peace of Christ be 
  with you all.
All:  And also with you.
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:     481     “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY    Break, Thou the Bread of Life        Sherman, arr. Berry
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
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S P E A K ,  O  L O R D

1. Speak, O Lord, as we come to You to receive the food of Your Holy Word.
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; shape and fashion us in Your likeness,

That the light of Christ might be seen today in our acts of love and our deeds of faith.
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us all Your purposes for Your glory.

2. Teach us, Lord, full obedience, holy reverence, true humility;
Test our thoughts and our attitudes in the radiance of Your purity.

Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to see your majestic love and authority.
Words of pow’r that can never fail—let their truth prevail over unbelief.

3. Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us—
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time that will echo down through eternity.

And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises, and by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us.
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built and the earth is filled with Your glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 3:1-13
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 

2garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
3garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 

4garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
5will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

6you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 

7was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
8were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. And they 

heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the 
man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. 
       (continued on the following page)
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

HYMN:     255     “O Jesus, We Adore Thee”

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread 
  and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return 
  in glory. 
All:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
  finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us that the Holy 
  Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is now in heaven at 
  the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     642     “Be Thou My Vision”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

C O M M U N I O N

9 10But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid 

11myself.” He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which 
12I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, 

13she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is 
this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                        “Before and After”         Rev. Jeff Pate



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

MEETING THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, November 20, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
 Wednesday, November 20, 3:30pm: Catechism

ANGEL TREE

The Angel Tree is in the foyer of the sanctuary this morning. What is Angel Tree? It is a 
ministry to children of incarcerated parents. Through this program, we as a church can 
embrace children in our community by providing them with a Christmas gift, given in love, 
on behalf of their parent. Each gift presents an opportunity to share the love and hope of 
Christ. Please pray for this ministry and consider participating in this program by doing 
one or all of the following: 1) Purchasing presents (one clothing and one toy item) for a 
child from the tree, 2) Providing non-perishable food items, and 3) Participating in the 
Angel Tree Christmas Party on December 15. Questions? Contact Joann Williams.

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS & WE GIVE THANKS

After church next Sunday, November 24, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on 
the grounds. Each family is asked to bring a stand alone meal that is enough for your family 
plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The 
church will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread 
together. Riverwood’s annual We Give Thanks service will directly follow the meal in the 
Fellowship Hall.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Saturday, December 14: Christmas Craft and Fun Day
 Sunday, December 15: Angel Tree Party
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

November 21   Quay Finch
November 21   Alan Manning

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke 21:5-19

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth 
Group meets from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn.



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
November 17: Michelle Moss / Heather Henson / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Calvin Kim

November 24: Michael Henry / Vielyana Kim / Bruce & Mickey DeHaan / Quay Finch

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through October 2019:
Operating Income:                   $351,222.46
Operating Expense*:  $351,002.89
Net Income:                          $219.57
Designated gifts:                   $93,338.55
Building loan balance:          $809,445.46

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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