
Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we 
believe.

St. Augustine

Jesus wants his disciples to do what the outcasts and the sick have been doing. Zacchaeus 
climbed a tree in order to see Jesus. The bleeding woman pushed her way through the 
crowd and reached out to touch Jesus. When people told blind Bartimaeus to be quiet, he 
shouted all the more… Jesus wants people to move toward him in faith, just as he has 
been moving toward them in love. Again and again, he tells these people, “Your faith has 
healed you. Your willingness to come to me empty-handed, without an agenda, is the door 
to me helping you.”

Paul Miller

Faith is deliberate confidence in the character of God whose ways you may not 
understand at the time. 

Oswald Chambers

There are things, say in learning to swim or to climb, which look dangerous and aren't. 
Your instructor tells you it's safe. You have good reason from past experience to trust him. 
Perhaps you can even see for yourself, by your own reason, that it is safe. But the crucial 
question is, will you be able to go on believing this when you actually see the cliff edge 
below you or actually feel yourself unsupported in the water? You will have no rational 
grounds for disbelieving. It is your senses and imagination that are going to attack belief. 
Here, as in the New Testament, the conflict is not between faith and reason but between 
faith and sight. We can face things which we know to be dangerous if they don't look or 
sound too dangerous; our real trouble is often with things we know to be safe but which 
look dreadful. Our faith in Christ waivers not so much when real arguments come against 
it as when it looks improbable- when the whole world takes on the desolate look which 
really tells us much more about the state of our passions and even our digestion than 
about reality.

C. S. Lewis
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 3

HYMN OF PRAISE:     442     “Arise, O God”

Pastor: O LORD, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; 
many are saying of my soul, there is no salvation for him in God.

All: But you, O LORD, are a shield about me, my glory, 
and the lifter of my head.

Pastor: I cried aloud to the LORD, and he answered me from his holy hill.
All: I lay down and slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me.
Pastor: Arise, O LORD! Save me, O my God!
All: Salvation belongs to the LORD; your blessing be on your people!
Pastor: Come, let us worship.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD:

HYMN:     “How Deep the Father’s Love” (lyrics on the following page)

Deuteronomy 32:15-18
15
But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked; you grew fat, stout, and sleek; then he forsook God 

16
who made him and scoffed at the Rock of his salvation. They stirred him to jealousy with 

17strange gods; with abominations they provoked him to anger. They sacrificed to demons 
that were no gods, to gods they had never known, to new gods that had come recently, 

18
whom your fathers had never dreaded. You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you, 
and you forgot the God who gave you birth.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

    
All:

 

 from Hosea 6 & 1 Peter 2
Pastor:

Heavenly Father, hear our prayer. We confess that though you have 
provided abundantly for us, in our prosperity we forget you. Thinking 
that our hope is based on the works of our hands, we scoff at you, the 
Rock of our salvation. We confess that we provoke you with our 
worldly idols of beauty, wealth, and personal achievement. We bask in 
the glory of our accomplishments or resent others for theirs. Please 
have mercy on us. Holy Spirit, make us mindful of our Creator and 
Savior. Take our stony, resentful hearts and from them bring forth 
streams of living water. Turn our fiery, boasting tongues into 
instruments of praise and peace. This we ask in Christ's name and for 
his glory, amen. 

Come, let us return to the Lord; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 
he has struck us down, and he will bind us up.

All: Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness.

Pastor: By his wounds you have been healed. The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.



Words and music by Stuart Townend
©1995 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY & PRAYER

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     457     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader: What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All: I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

1. How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,

That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss -
The Father turns His face away,

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

2. Behold the man upon a cross,
My sin upon His shoulders;

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished;

His dying breath has brought me life -
I know that it is finished.

3. I will not boast in anything,
No gifts, no power, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer;

But this I know with all my heart -
His wounds have paid my ransom.
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SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:               “Faith Matters”    Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 8:40-56
40 41
Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting for him. And there came 

a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come 
42

to his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. As Jesus went, 
43

the people pressed around him. And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve 
44years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. She 

came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood 
45ceased. And Jesus said, “Who was it that touched me?” When all denied it, Peter said, “Master, the 

46crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!” But Jesus said, “Someone touched me, for I perceive 
47that power has gone out from me.” And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came 

trembling, and falling down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched 
48him, and how she had been immediately healed. And he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you 

49well; go in peace.” While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, “Your 
50daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher any more.” But Jesus on hearing this answered him, “Do 

51not fear; only believe, and she will be well.” And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter 
52with him, except Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. And all were 

53weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but sleeping.” And they 
54laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child, arise.” 

55And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that something should be given her to 
56eat. And her parents were amazed, but he charged them to tell no one what had happened.

HYMN:     675     

Pastor: With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread and to drink 
this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return in glory. 

All: In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely forgiven through 
the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself finished on the cross once for all.

Pastor: He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is 
now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     679     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

“Only Trust Him” 

“’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 

   

C O M M U N I O N
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight 4:30pm. Choir rehearsal is in the sanctuary at 
5:00pm. Youth groups also meet tonight at Upsurge (Junior High 4:45-6:00, Senior High 
6:15-7:30).

Today, everyone in the Hopper-DeHaan fold is invited to stay for lunch in the fellowship 
hall directly after the morning worship service.

National Orphan Sunday is observed in churches once per year to raise awareness for the 
plight of orphans all around the world. Tonight at 6:00pm, Riverwood will host a webinar 
on international adoption at Greg & Sarah Vander Wal’s house (327 Shiloh Lane). Led 
by Lifeline Children’s Services, you are invited to “Learn more about how orphan care fits 
into a biblical worldview, what the international adoption process looks like, and hear 
about financial resources for adoption.” This information is not just for those considering 
adoption. It is for anyone interested in learning more about international adoption, and 
all ages are welcome to attend. The webinar starts promptly at 6:00pm, so feel free to 
arrive a few minutes early.

 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE  

Nov. 12 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal
Nov. 19 Dinner on the Grounds & We Give Thanks service
Nov. 26 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group / Choir Rehearsal

HOPPER-DEHAAN FOLD LUNCH

WEBINAR: INTERNATIONAL ADOPTION

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

THIS WEEK AT RIVERWOOD

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

Wednesday, November 15, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday, November 15, 3:30pm: Catechism
Wednesday, November 15, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study

November 12   Evan Holland
November 12   Kevin Skelton



IT’S STILL A NOVEMBER TO REMEMBER FOR THE JUNIOR HIGHS

THE SENIOR HIGHS CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE THOSE NIPPY NOVEMBER NIGHTS

RIVERWOOD CHILDREN’S FOOD DRIVE

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS & WE GIVE THANKS

• Sunday, November 12th: Junior High Youth Group at UPSURGE from 4:45 pm to 
6:00 pm. You must find your own transportation there and back again. We will 
have your ticket and socks (if you purchased them) when you get there.

• Thursday, November 16th: JUNIOR HIGH Movie Night in the Barn from 6:30-
8:30 - CARS 3

• Sunday, November 19th: no youth group - Thanksgiving Break
• Sunday, November 26th: COMBINED YOUTH GROUP for an evening of 

UNDERGROUND CHURCH from 6:00-8:30pm - You don't want to miss this!

• Sunday, November 12th: Senior High Youth Group at UPSURGE from 6:15 pm to 
7:30 pm. You must find your own transportation there and back again. We will 
have your ticket and socks (if you purchased them) when you get there.

• Monday, November 13th: SENIOR HIGH Movie Night in the Barn from 6:30-
8:45- Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2

• Sunday, November 19th: no youth group - Thanksgiving Break
• Sunday, November 26th: COMBINED YOUTH GROUP for an evening of 

UNDERGROUND CHURCH from 6:00-8:30pm - You don't want to miss this!

The children of Riverwood will be collecting food items for Wings of Grace during the 
month of November. The following items are needed: canned vegetables, canned fruits, 
canned meals, non-perishable box items, pasta, breakfast items, canned meat, and peanut 
butter. Wings of Grace has requested that we do NOT provide large or industrial size 
containers and NO glass jars. Arrangements are being made for the children to present 
these items to Wings of Grace during Covenant Kids Club on November 26.

After church next Sunday, November 19, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on 
the grounds. Each family is asked to bring a stand alone meal that is enough for your 
family plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The 
church will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread 
together. Riverwood’s annual We Give Thanks service will directly follow the meal in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please also feel free to bring donations for the Wings of Grace food drive!
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S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Benevolence Committee – led by the Diaconate

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:

November 12: Darla Cook / April Henry / David Barnes & Caleigh Henson / Olivia Staggs
November 19: Heather Henson / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Quay Finch / Sumlin Pate

Head Deacons: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard
Clean Up: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

OPERATIONS:
Operating Income: $358,505.83
Operating Expense*: $352,691.11
Net Income:                          $5,814.72
Designated gifts:                  $52,201.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BUILDING FUND:
Total pledges received:         $794,504.09
Received 2017 to-date:        $85,755.23
Building account balance:      $20,332.14
Monthly payment:       $7,791.19
Loan balance:                       $999,000.00
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