
As you gave the ring to one another and have now received it a second time from the hand 
of the pastor, so love comes from you, but marriage from above, from God. As high as God 
is above man, so high are the sanctity, the rights, and the promise of love. It is not your love 
that sustains the marriage, but from now on, the marriage that sustains your love.
            Dietrich Bonhoeffer
     Letters and Papers from Prison

God defines true sexual morality, and we have no say in what his standards should be. As 
far as God is concerned, we have only two choices: obey, or face the consequences...true 
biblical sexual morality is all a matter of keeping sex holy. According to God, good sex is 
holy sex, and for sex to be holy it must be consistent with God plus nothing.
            Daniel Heimbach
     True Sexual Morality: 
     Recovering Biblical Standards for a Culture in Crisis

         She
 Let my beloved come to his garden, and eat its choicest fruits.
         He
 I came to my garden, my sister, my bride, I gathered my myrrh with my spice, 
 I ate my honeycomb with my honey, I drank my wine with my milk.
        Others
 Eat, friends, drink, and be drunk with love!
                        Song of Solomon
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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME        
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE                   For the Beauty of the Earth                      Kocher, arr. Rice
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 145
Pastor:   Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.
All:  One generation shall commend your works to another, 
  and shall declare your mighty acts.
Pastor:  The Lord is gracious and merciful, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
All:  The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.
Pastor:  The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
All:  The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 
Pastor:  Let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     4     “All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 3:11-18
11
For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one 

12another. We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. 
And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous. 
13 14
Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. We know that we have passed 

out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not love abides in death. 
15
Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 

16life abiding in him. By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
17lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his 

18
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? Little 
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Merciful God, you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. We humbly confess our 
sins and ask for your mercy. We have not loved you with a pure heart, nor have we loved 
our neighbor as ourselves. We have not done justice, loved kindness, or walked humbly 
with you, our God. Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness. In your great 
compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within us. Do not cast us from your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from 
us. Restore to us the joy of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Micah 7
Pastor:  With eyes on our God who redeems us, with the prophet Micah we     

joyfully proclaim, “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing     
over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?” 

All:  God delights to show steadfast love. He will again have compassion on us; 
  he will tread our iniquities underfoot. He will cast our sins into the 
  depths of the sea. 
Pastor:  God showed his compassion for you by offering his own Son, Jesus Christ, 
  to die for your sins. In doing so, he tread your iniquities under the foot of 
  his justice, cast your sins into the depth of the sea and you are forgiven. 
  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.
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O  C H U R C H ,  A R I S E

O church, arise, and put your armor on; hear the call of Christ our captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong in the strength that God has given.

With shield of faith and belt of truth, we'll stand against the devil's lies.
An army bold, whose battle cry is love, reaching out to those in darkness.

Come, see the cross, where love and mercy meet, as the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, for the Conqueror has risen!

And as the stone is rolled away, and Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.

So Spirit, come, put strength in every stride; give grace for every hurdle.
That we may run with faith to win the prize of a servant good and faithful.

As saints of old, still line the way, retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls, and hunger for the day when with Christ we stand in Glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty & Stuart Townend
©2005 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

C O M M I T M E N T

PRAYER & OFFERTORY        Great Is Thy Faithfulness    Runyan, arr. Shackley
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: based on The Westminster Confession of Faith II.2
Leader:   What do you believe concerning the one, true and living God?
All:  God has all life, glory, goodness, blessedness in and of Himself. He alone 
  is all-sufficient in and unto Himself, nor does he need any of His 
  creations or derive any glory from them. Rather, he manifests His own 
  glory in, by, unto, and on them. He is the only fountain of all being, by 
  whom, through whom, and to whom everything exists. He has completely 
  sovereign dominion over all things and does with, to, or for them 
  whatever He pleases. Everything is revealed and completely open to Him. 
  His knowledge is infinite, infallible, and does not depend on any created 
  being, so that to Him nothing is conditional or uncertain. He is 
  completely holy in all His purposes, works, and commands. To Him is 
  due whatever worship, service, or obedience He is pleased to require from 
  angels, human beings, and all other creatures.
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C O M M I T M E N T

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     331     “Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit” 

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Genesis 2:18-25
18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 

19helper fit for him.” Now out of the ground the Lord God had formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call 

20them. And whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave 
names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. But 

21for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep 
to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

22flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
23brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh 

24of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a 
man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 

25one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                     “Created for Communion”         Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     420     “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread 
  and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return 
  in glory. 
All:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely 
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself 
  finished on the cross once for all. He also declares to us that the Holy 
  Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with his very body is now in heaven at 
  the right hand of the Father, where he wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     320     “Rejoice, All Ye Believers”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

MEETING THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, November 13, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study
 Wednesday, November 13, 3:30pm: Catechism
 Wednesday, November 13, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS & WE GIVE THANKS

After church on Sunday, November 24, plan to join your Riverwood family for dinner on 
the grounds. Each family is asked to bring a stand alone meal that is enough for your family 
plus extra for sharing. We encourage the use of coolers to keep things cold or hot as 
refrigerator space is very limited and too many crock pots blow our circuit breakers! The 
church will provide plates, cups, cutlery, napkins, and ice. Join us as we break bread 
together. Riverwood’s annual We Give Thanks service will directly follow the meal in the 
Fellowship Hall.

ANGEL TREE

The Angel Tree will be in the foyer of the sanctuary next Sunday, November 17. What is 
Angel Tree? It is a ministry to children of incarcerated parents. Through this program, we as 
a church can embrace children in our community by providing them with a Christmas gift, 
given in love, on behalf of their parent. Each gift presents an opportunity to share the love 
and hope of Christ. Please pray for this ministry and consider participating in this program 
by doing one or all of the following: 1) Purchasing presents (one clothing and one toy item) 
for a child from the tree, 2) Providing non-perishable food items, and 3) Participating in the 
Angel Tree Christmas Party on December 15. Questions? Contact Joann Williams.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Saturday, December 14: Christmas Craft and Fun Day
 Sunday, December 15: Angel Tree Party
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

November 12   Kevin Skelton

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17; Luke 20:27-38

COVENANT KIDS CLUB AND YOUTH GROUP

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight in the Fellowship Hall from 5:30-7:00pm. Youth 
Group meets from 5:30-7:30pm in the Barn.



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Lisa Kidder

Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class: Ben & Meg Sigmon

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Providence of God by R. C. Sproul – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Every Good Endeavor by Tim Keller – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
November 10: Lynn Tootle / Lisa Kidder / Sumlin Pate & Meg Sigmon / Daniel Page

November 17: Michelle Moss / Heather Henson / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Calvin Kim

NOVEMBER DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through October 2019:
Operating Income:                   $351,222.46
Operating Expense*:  $351,002.89
Net Income:                          $219.57
Designated gifts:                   $93,338.55
Building loan balance:          $809,445.46

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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