
Nothing in all the vast universe can come to pass otherwise than God has eternally 
purposed. Here is a foundation of faith. Here is a resting place for the intellect. Here is an 
anchor for the soul, both sure and steadfast. It is not blind fate, unbridled evil, man or 
Devil, but the Lord Almighty who is ruling the world, ruling it according to His own good 
pleasure and for His own eternal glory. 
     A. W. Pink
     The Sovereignty of God 

Evil by its very nature opposes the purposes of God, but God, in His sovereignty, can make 
even this evil serve His purposes. 
     David F. Wells

The truth of God’s limitless power would be absolutely terrifying were it not paired with 
the truth of His limitless goodness.
     Jen Wilkin
     None Like Him

Men treat God’s sovereignty as a theme for controversy, but in scripture it is a matter for 
worship. 
     J. I. Packer 

There could be no greater display of the glory of the grace of God than what happened at 
Calvary. Everything leading to it and everything flowing from it is explained by it, 
including all the suffering in the world. 
     John Piper 

R E F L E C T I O N S
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P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 66:1-5
Pastor:  Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; 
  give to Him glorious praise! Say to God: 
All:  How awesome are your deeds!
  So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
  All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; 
  They sing praises to your name. 
Pastor:   Come and see what God has done: 
  He is awesome in His deeds towards the children of man. 
  Come, let us worship!

HYMN:     53 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

2

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder, Dusty Sheppard

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE     
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SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 9:27-33
27
 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the 

28
sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be saved,  for the Lord will carry out his 

29
sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.”  And as Isaiah predicted, ‘If the Lord of 
hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like 

 30Gomorrah.’  What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness 
31

have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith;  but that Israel who pursued a law 
32

that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  Why? Because they 
did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have stumbled over the 

33stumbling stone,  as it is written, ‘Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Heavenly Father, it is against you and you only that we have sinned. We confess that we 
have committed these sins in our thoughts, feelings, desires, words, deeds, and lack 
thereof. We humbly admit that we need you to sovereignly and continually subdue our 
cold and rebellious hearts. Please forgive us for the unbelief and pride that lingers in our 
hearts. We also ask that you forgive us for doubting your mercy and delaying our 
repentance. Holy Spirit, would you transform us from one degree of glory to the next as 
you cause us to behold the very glory of God in the person and work of Jesus?  It is in the 
name of Jesus that we bring these confessions and pleas before you. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Psalm 30 and 1 John 1
Pastor:  Lift your heads and hear the good news of the steadfast love of the Lord! 

His anger is but for a moment, but his favor endures for a lifetime. If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. If you are in Christ, resting on Him alone for 
salvation, you are forgiven – not because of your faithfulness, but because of 
His. The peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N
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HYMN:      247    “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Heidelberg Catechism, Question 1
Leader:   Church, what is your only comfort in life and death? 
People:   That I am not my own, but belong–body and soul, in life and in
    death–to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

    He has fully paid for all my sins with His precious blood, and has set me
    free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way
    that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in
    heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 

    Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal
    life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live
    for him.  

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:      330     “Holy Ghost, Dispel Our Sadness”

C O M M I T M E N T
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R E A D I N G T H E  W O R D

    SCRIPTURE:     Isaiah 10:5-34 
    
5 6 Woe to Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their hands is my fury!  Against a 
godless nation I send him, and against the people of my wrath I command him, to take 

7
spoil and seize plunder, and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.  But he does 
not so intend, and his heart does not so think; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut 

8 9
off nations not a few;  for he says: “Are not my commanders all kings?  Is not Calno like 

10Carchemish? Is not Hamath like Arpad? Is not Samaria like Damascus?  As my hand has 
reached to the kingdoms of the idols, whose carved images were greater than those of 

11
Jerusalem and Samaria,  shall I not do to Jerusalem and her idols as I have done to 
Samaria and her images?”

12 When the Lord has finished all his work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will 
punish the speech of the arrogant heart of the king of Assyria and the boastful look in his 

13
eyes.  For he says: “By the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I 
have understanding; I remove the boundaries of peoples, and plunder their treasures; like 

14
a bull I bring down those who sit on thrones.  My hand has found like a nest the wealth 
of the peoples; and as one gathers eggs that have been forsaken, so I have gathered all the 
earth; and there was none that moved a wing or opened the mouth or chirped.”

15
 Shall the axe boast over him who hews with it, or the saw magnify itself against him who 

wields it? As if a rod should wield him who lifts it, or as if a staff should lift him who is not 
16wood!  Therefore the Lord God of hosts will send wasting sickness among his stout 

warriors, and under his glory a burning will be kindled, like the burning of fire.
17
 The light of Israel will become a fire, and his Holy One a flame, and it will burn and 

18
devour his thorns and briers in one day.  The glory of his forest and of his fruitful land 
the Lord will destroy, both soul and body, and it will be as when a sick man wastes away.
19 The remnant of the trees of his forest will be so few that a child can write them down.

20
 In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of Jacob will no more 

lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 
21 22 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God.  For though your 
people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return. Destruction is 

23decreed, overflowing with righteousness.  For the Lord God of hosts will make a full end, 
as decreed, in the midst of all the earth.
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T H E W O R D P R E A C H E D
24 Therefore thus says the Lord God of hosts: “O my people, who dwell in Zion, be not 
afraid of the Assyrians when they strike with the rod and lift up their staff against you as 

25the Egyptians did.  For in a very little while my fury will come to an end, and my anger 
26

will be directed to their destruction.  And the Lord of hosts will wield against them a 
whip, as when he struck Midian at the rock of Oreb. And his staff will be over the sea, and 

27he will lift it as he did in Egypt.  And in that day his burden will depart from your 
shoulder, and his yoke from your neck; and the yoke will be broken because of the fat.”

28
 He has come to Aiath; he has passed through Migron; at Michmash he stores his 

29
baggage;  they have crossed over the pass; at Geba they lodge for the night; Ramah 

 30trembles; Gibeah of Saul has fled.  Cry aloud, O daughter of Gallim! Give attention, O 
31Laishah! O poor Anathoth!  Madmenah is in flight; the inhabitants of Gebim flee for 

32safety.  This very day he will halt at Nob; he will shake his fist at the mount of the 
daughter of Zion, the hill of Jerusalem.

33 Behold, the Lord God of hosts will lop the boughs with terrifying power; the great in 
 34height will be hewn down, and the lofty will be brought low.  He will cut down the 

thickets of the forest with an axe, and Lebanon will fall by the Majestic One.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

Sermon:                Sovereign Justice, Sovereign Grace                        Rev. Jeff Pate
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C O M M U N I O N & B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:     460     “Amazing Grace”

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:  The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All:  We who are many are one body, for we all share the same loaf. 
Pastor:  The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
All:  The cup that we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ. 
Pastor:  Congregation of Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared his table for all who     
  love him and trust in him alone for their salvation. All who are truly sorry     
  for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and     
  who desire to live in obedience to him as Lord are now invited to come     
  with gladness to the table of the Lord. The gifts of God for the people of     
  God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     75     “O Father, You are Sovereign”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)



8

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30

YOUTH GROUP & COVENANT KIDS

Riverwood Youth and Covenant Kids will not meet tonight.
   

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

We will be accepting officer nominations through the end of the month. You can find an 
informational pamphlet and nomination form on the table in the narthex as you exit after 

worship. 

CATECHISM PROGRAM

Our Catechism Class has concluded for the spring semester. It will resume in the fall. If 
you are interested in helping with this ministry, please see Joann Williams.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION

We will be recognizing and praying for our high school graduates on Sunday, May 15 
during the morning worship service. Our graduates are Tori Bell, Gabe Henson, and 

Noah Parker.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

The church will be gathering for a fellowship breakfast during the Sunday School hour on 
Sunday, May 29.

Through April 2022
Operating Income:              $151,201.64
Operating Expense*:     $154,128.55
Net Income:                    ($2,926.91)
Designated gifts:       $50,732.36
Building loan balance:     $680,160.44

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 

BIRTHDAYS

May 10  Heather Crawford
May 12  Jennifer Tullidge
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