
It is a wonderfully liberating experience when the desire to please God overtakes the desire 
to please ourselves, and when love for others displaces self-love. True freedom is not 
freedom from responsibility to God and others in order to live for ourselves, but freedom 
from ourselves in order to live for God and others.”
      John Stott

God has a story for you. As you listen to the Word of God, and allow the Holy Spirit to 
plant it in your heart, you will hear the story. It is in the hearing that we learn of the love 
that casts out our fears. And when we obey that voice of love, we allow God's grace to live 
and act through us. God's life in us — this is true freedom. 

 Rose Marie Miller

Consequently, liberation in the Bible is always seen as a change of regime, or jurisdiction, 
from the false dominion to the true, from serving Pharaoh to serving Yahweh, from serving 
sin and death to serving God. From the point of view of the Enlightenment, the biblical 
idea of freedom is paradoxical—a freedom of the one who serves the true master.
     Lesslie Newbigin
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The Sixth Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE      
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Hebrews 1; Luke 4; 2 Corinthians 3:17,18
Pastor:   Long ago God spoke by the prophets but in these last days he has spoken to 
   us by his Son, who God anointed to proclaim good news to the poor. 
All:  He was sent to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord's favor.

Pastor:  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom.

All:  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.

Pastor:  Come and hear the Word that liberates and transforms. Come and enjoy 
the Spirit’s presence and behold the Lord’s glory. Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     2     “O Worship the King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Proverbs 3:19-26
19 20
The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he established the heavens; by 

21his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew. My son, do not 
22lose sight of these—keep sound wisdom and discretion, and they will be life for your soul 

23
and adornment for your neck. Then you will walk on your way securely, and your foot will 

24
not stumble. If you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be 

25 26
sweet. Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes, for 
the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Almighty God, we confess how hard it is to be your people. You have called 
    us to be the church, to continue the mission of Jesus Christ to our lonely 
    and confused world. Yet we acknowledge we are more apathetic than 
    active, isolated than involved, callous than compassionate, obstinate than 
    obedient, legalistic than loving. Gracious Lord, have mercy upon us and 
    forgive our sins. Remove the obstacles preventing us from being your 
    representatives to a broken world. Awaken our hearts to the promised gift 
    of your indwelling Spirit. This we pray in Jesus' powerful name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Romans 6
Pastor:   Lift your heads and your hearts to hear the Good News! Do you not know     
    that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into     
    his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in 
  order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
  we too might walk in newness of life.
All:  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly 
  be united with him in a resurrection like his. 
Pastor:  For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
All:  Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
Pastor:  For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives 
  to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
  Christ Jesus. The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     461     “Not What My Hands Have Done” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY  
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

RECOGNITION AND PRAYER FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES       
Class of 2018:

Matthew Bellan, Caleigh Henson, Kaitlin Jones, 
Brianna Morgan, Wilson Pate, Olivia Patridge, 

Collin Singleton, Olivia Staggs, & Hannah Urban

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” st. 1-3



5

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 16:22-34
22The crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave 

23
orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw 

24them into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this order, he put them 
25into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas were 

26
praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there 
was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the 

27
doors were opened, and everyone's bonds were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the 
prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, supposing that the 

28prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all 
29

here.” And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before 
30 31

Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they 
32said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke 

33
the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of 

34the night and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he 
brought them up into his house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire 
household that he had believed in God.

SERMON:                     “Freed!”    Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” st. 4-6

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
  from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with 
  good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
  and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     “Across the Lands” (lyrics on page 6)

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary tonight at 5:00pm for a time of evening 
worship. Covenant Kids Club meets at 4:30pm. Youth groups also meet tonight (see 
detailed announcement on the following page).
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 May 6  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
 May 13  No evening activities
 May 20  Covenant Kids Summer Kickoff Party / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 May 27  No evening activities

1. You’re the Word of God the Father from before the world began;
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet has been fashioned by Your hand.

All creation holds together by the power of your voice.
Let the skies declare your glory; let the land and seas rejoice. (Chorus)

Chorus:
You’re the author of creation, You’re the Lord of ev’ry man,

and Your cry of love rings out across the lands.

2. Yet You left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost,
And exchanged the joy of Heaven for the anguish of a cross.

With a prayer You fed the hungry, with a word You calmed the sea;
Yet how silently You suffered, that the guilty may go free. (Chorus)

3. With a shout You rose victorious, wresting vict’ry from the grave,
And ascended into Heaven, leading captives in Your way.

Now You stand before the Father, interceding for Your own;
From each tribe and tongue and nation You are leading sinners home. (Chorus)

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

A C R O S S  T H E  L A N D S



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17

CALLING ALL YOUTH!
YOU are officially invited to come and enjoy this amazing weather with us today as both 
Junior High (grades 6-8) and Senior High (grades 9-12) youth will be competing in that 
amazing game - GIANT ULTIMATE! Junior Highs will meet from 4:30 to 6:10. Senior 
Highs will meet from 5:40 to 7:45. Hope to see everyone there!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women's Ministry is offering an 11-week Summer Women's Bible Study on the book of 
Judges. There will be morning and evening sessions at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. meeting in 
the conference room of the Admin Building starting this Wednesday, May 9. Workbooks 
can be obtained from the church office or at the studies. A contribution of $10.00 to cover 
printing costs is appreciated. These studies are designed for all ages, and we would love to 
have high school, college, and all other Riverwood women join us. In addition to honing 
our Bible knowledge and skills, the studies offer a great way to get to know and enjoy one 
another.

BRIDAL GIFT BASKET

There is a gift basket in the foyer for bride-to-be Emily Jones for all who would like to 
contribute a card or gift card to celebrate her upcoming wedding. The basket will be there 
through May 20.

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Nominations for church officers are currently being accepted through Sunday, May 13. 
Nomination forms are available in the sanctuary foyer. Please prayerfully consider those 
God may be calling to serve.
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May 10   Heather Crawford
May 11   Hunter Pearce
May 11   James Urban
May 11   Monica Urban
May 12   Jennifer Tullidge

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 6: Caleigh Henson / Kathy Gilbert / Greg Vander Wal & Olivia Patridge / Meredith Patridge

May 13: Kristina Patridge / Heather Henson / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Michael Henry

MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through April 2018:
Operating Income:                 $127,786.72
Operating Expense*: $142,478.45
Net Income:                       ($14,691.73)
Designated gifts:                 $11,096.00
Building loan balance:        $924,279.45

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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