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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Joann Williams, piano

REFLECTIONS:
Maybe that's what God requires most of us: our attention. Indeed, this is the essence of a Sabbath heart: 
paying attention. It is being fully present, wholly awake, in each moment. ...True attentiveness burns away 
layers of indifference and ennui and distraction—all those attitudes that blend our days into a monochrome 
sameness—and reveals what's hidden beneath: the staggering surprise and infinite variety of every last little 
thing. 
     Mark Buchanan
     from The Rest of God: Restoring Your Soul By Restoring Sabbath

God is glorified not only by His glory's being seen, but by its being rejoiced in.
     Jonathan Edwards 
     from "Miscellanies", in The Works of Jonathan Edwards

…worship is right affections in the heart toward God, rooted in right thoughts in the head about God, 
becoming visible in right actions of the body reflecting God.
     John Piper
     from Let the Nations Be Glad 

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Pastor:  Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “The hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 
  worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 
  worship him.
All:  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Pastor:  We worship today in spirit and truth by faith in the Jesus Christ, the Messiah who was to 
  come, who came, and who is coming again.



HYMN:     2     “O Worship the King”

1. O worship the King all-glorious above, 
O gratefully sing his pow’r and his love;

our shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise.

2. O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space.

His chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

3. The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
Almighty, your pow’r has founded of old;

has ‘stablished it fast by a changeless decree, 
and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

4. Your bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills; it descends to the plain; 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

5. Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in you do we trust, nor find you to fail;

your mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend!

6. O measureless Might! Ineffable Love! 
While angels delight to hymn you above,

the humbler creation, though feeble their lays, 
with true adoration shall lisp to your praise.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 12:1-2
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

2holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Lord, you have called us to worship you. We long to gather and worship together! As we praise you 
while apart, our own inadequacy reminds us of how we have broken our relationship with you. 
Because we have sinned against you, even our worship fails to be what it could. We often treat it as a 
show. We simply go through motions, failing to recognize that you want to engage us deeply. Please 
forgive us. Renew us, we pray, according to your steadfast love. Remind us of your covenant 
faithfulness and have mercy on us in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Hebrews 10:19-23
Pastor:   Since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and 
    living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since 
    we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full 
    assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
    washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
    he who promised is faithful. May the peace that comes with salvation in Christ be with 
    you.

HYMN:     481     “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”

1. O soul, are you weary and troubled? No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Savior, and life more abundant and free!

Chorus:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in his wonderful face;

and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the light of his glory and grace.

2. Through death into life everlasting he passed, and we follow him there;
over us sin no more hath dominion – for more than conqu’rors we are! 

(Chorus)

3. His Word shall not fail you – he promised; believe him and all will be well:
then go to a world that is dying, his perfect salvation to tell!

(Chorus)

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings using the link to online giving or sending checks to 
the church's mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer #1

Leader:  What is your only comfort in life and death?
People:  That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in 
  death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins 
  with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of  the 
  devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
  heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must 
  work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also 
  assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from 
  now on to live for Him.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King” st. 1-3

1. All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing 

alleluia, alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
thou silver moon with softer gleam,

O praise him, O praise him, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,

O praise him, alleluia!
Thou rising morn in praise rejoice,
ye lights of evening, find a voice,

O praise him, O praise him, 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3. Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
make music for thy Lord to hear,

alleluia, alleluia!
Thou fire so masterful and bright,

that givest man both warmth and light,
O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Nehemiah 7:1-2SCRIPTURE: 
1Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and the 

2Levites had been appointed, I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of the castle charge 
over Jerusalem, for he was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many.

SERMON:                          “ hings First”        Rev. Jeff PateFirst T

HYMN:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King” st. 4-5

4. And all ye men of tender heart, 
forgiving others, take your part,

O sing ye, alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,

praise God and on him cast your care,
O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

5. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship him in humbleness,

O praise him, alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,

and praise the Spirit, three in one,
O praise him, O praise him, 

alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

ONLINE GIVING

Please maintain your financial support of our church while we are unable to worship together in person. 
In order for you to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings, you may give to Riverwood online 
through the link on the church website. Please note: 

1. You may give directly from your bank account or by credit card. There is no charge for bank 
account donations. The credit card option will charge Riverwood a 2.5-3.5% processing fee.

2. Donations are tax-deductible, and you will receive a giving statement directly from the PCA 
Foundation. Online donations will not appear on your year-end giving statement from Riverwood.

3. There is an optional place to leave a "note." You may use this box as you would the memo line of a 
check if you need to designate giving (deacon's fund, specific missionary, etc.).

You may also mail a check to the church (501 Rice Valley Rd. North, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406). If you have 
any questions, please email Sarah Vander Wal (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH NEEDS

Romans 12:13 says this: "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." These are 
extraordinary times. Hospitality may look different right now, but as the body of Christ, we at Riverwood 
are still called to love each other through service and attention to each other's needs. If you have a need, 
whether financial, physical, spiritual, or emotional, please reach out to your elder or a deacon. Elders will 
continue to reach out to their folds as well. In this way, we can continue to love each other and lift each 
other up. If you aren't sure who to contact, you can also email Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) or Sarah 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

UPCOMING CHANGES AT RIVERWOOD

As guidelines for social distancing are slowly changing, we have set a target date of May 17 for offering on 
site, corporate worship services in addition to the livestream. We will have several plans in place to allow 
us flexibility in adjusting to ever changing governmental regulations and will pass along the details of 
those plans to you once they are finalized. Until that target date, we will continue to offer the livestream 
service only and we encourage you to participate in your homes.

May 3   Aaron Powers
May 4   Chris Gill
May 7   Edmund Henry
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