
R I V E R W O O D  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H
May 31, 2020 • 8:30 & 10:30am • Rev. Jeff Pate, pastor

Day of Pentecost
8:30am

Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper
Joann Williams, piano

10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Tindol Pate, piano

REFLECTIONS:
Repentance is in truth a spiritual revolution.
     J. I. Packer

When you truly repent and believe the gospel, God takes all our sins— the past, present, and future—and 
dumps them in the sea and puts up a sign that says "No Fishing Allowed.”
     Corrie ten Boom

If you let your need and failure drive you deeper into the gospel, you will find that there is a resurrection on 
the other side...It's not repentance that causes the Father's love, but rather the reverse.
      Tim Keller

God is glorified not only by His glory's being seen, but by its being rejoiced in.
     Jonathan Edwards

God intends for his glory to be public. He did not create the world so that his glory would remain 
incognito. And he does not redeem people so that they will have merely private experiences of his 
preciousness. His aim is that his glory be openly reflected in the deeds of his people, whose thoughts reflect 
his truth and whose affections reflect his worth. Worship is seeing, savoring, and showing the glory of all 
that God is for us in Jesus Christ.
     John Piper
     from Let the Nations Be Glad

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 150
Pastor:  Praise the Lord!
All:  Praise God in his sanctuary; 
  Praise him in his mighty heavens!
Pastor:  Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
  praise him according to his excellent greatness!
All:  Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.



HYMN:     21     “Sing Praise to the Lord!”

1. Sing praise to the Lord! Praise him in the height;
rejoice in his word, you angels of light.

You heavens, adore him by whom you were made,
and worship before him in brightness arrayed.

2. Sing praise to the Lord! Praise him on the earth
in tuneful accord, you saints of new birth.

Praise him who has brought you his grace from above;
praise him who has taught you to sing of his love.

3. Sing praise to the Lord! All things that give sound,
each jubilant chord, reecho around.

Loud organs, his glory tell forth in deep tone,
and trumpets, the story of what he has done.

4. Sing praise to the Lord! Thanksgiving and song
to him be outpoured all ages along!

For love in creation, for heaven restored,
for grace of salvation, sing praise to the Lord!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
2 3We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering 
before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 

4 5Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to 
you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what 

6kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
7for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an 

8example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded 
forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we 

9need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among 
10you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son 

from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty God, you are gracious, merciful, and powerful to save. Today, soften our hearts to hear the 
gospel and enable us to receive the Word with faith and love. We confess that we have placed our hope 
and confidence in things other than you. We stubbornly hold on to these idols of comfort, wealth, 
need for control, selfish pleasure, and the praise of others. Please forgive us. Holy Spirit, work 
powerfully within us and equip us to serve the living and true God. Free us from the enslaving power 
of sin and liberate us to worship you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We ask this in the name of Jesus, 
amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Colossians 2
Pastor:   Lift your heads and hear the good news! By faith in Jesus Christ, you have been buried with 
    Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith in the powerful 
    working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
All:  Though we were dead in our trespasses and the uncircumcision of our flesh, God made 
  us alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our trespasses.
Pastor:  He did this by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. 
  This he set aside by nailing it to the cross.
All:  Jesus Christ gave his life for our salvation and on the cross declared, “It is finished.”
Pastor:  In Jesus Christ, you have been saved and your sins are forgiven. 
  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     251     “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

1. Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,
the shadow of a mighty Rock within a weary land;
a home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way,

from the burning of the noontide heat and the burden of the day.

2. Upon the cross of Jesus mine eye at times can see
the very dying form of One who suffered there for me:

and from my stricken heart with tears two wonders I confess,
the wonders of redeeming love and my unworthiness.

3. I take, O cross, thy shadow for my abiding place:
I ask no other sunshine than the sunshine of his face;

content to let the world go by, to know no gain nor loss;
my sinful self my only shame, my glory all the cross.

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings. There are offering plates next to the exits for you to 
place your offering. You may also give online using the link on the church's website or send checks to the church's 
mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions & Answers #85-87

Leader: What does God require of us that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin?
People: To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requires of us faith in Jesus 
  Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the outward means whereby Christ 
  communicates to us the benefits of redemption.

Leader: What is faith in Jesus Christ?
People: Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for 
  salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

Leader: What is repentance unto life?
People: Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and 
  apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, does, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn 
  from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us” st. 1-3

1. O Breath of life, come sweeping through us,
revive your church with life and pow’r;

O Breath of Life, come, cleanse, renew us,
and fit your church to meet this hour.

2. O Wind of God, come bend us, break us,
till humbly we confess our need;

then in your tenderness remake us,
revive, restore, for this we plead.

3. O Breath of love, come breathe within us,
renewing thought and will and heart;

come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us,
revive your church in every part.



Nehemiah 9:1-6SCRIPTURE: 
1Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in 

2sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and 
3stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood up in their place and 

read from the Book of the Law of the Lord their God for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of it 
4they made confession and worshiped the Lord their God. On the stairs of the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani, 

Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani; and they cried with a loud voice to the Lord 
5their God. Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and 

Pethahiah, said, “Stand up and bless the Lord your God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your 
6glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise. You are the Lord, you alone. You have 

made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all 
that is in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                        “Dust and Glory”      Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us” st. 4-5

4. O Heart of Christ, once broken for us,
‘tis where we find our strength and rest;
our broken, contrite hearts now solace,

and let your waiting church be blest.

5. Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating
while harvest fields are vast and white?
Revive us, Lord, the world is waiting,
equip your church to spread the light.

THE SACRAMENT OF LORD’S SUPPER

Pastor:  God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds elicit our response. 
  In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to believers to guarantee our share in his 
  death and resurrection, and to unite us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and that he shall 
  come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb.



HYMN:     55     “To God Be the Glory”

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,

who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life-gate that we may go in.

Chorus:
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thro’ Jesus the Son,

and give him the glory, great things he has done!

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
To ev’ry believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,

that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives.
(Chorus)

3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;

but purer and higher and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.

(Chorus)

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,

till all the world adore his sacred name.

4. Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE DAY OF PENTECOST

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13; John 20:19-23

June 4   Eliza Kate Gill
June 4   Allen Powers
June 5   Katharine Bedsole
June 6   Rick Cook
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