
A conscience that is bound by the Word of God is a force that no nation, system, or age 
can withstand.
     Bruce Bickel
     from the introduction to Sola Scriptura!

It is fashionable in some academic circles to exercise scholarly criticism of the Bible. In so 
doing, scholars place themselves above the Bible and seek to correct it. If indeed the Bible 
is the Word of God, nothing could be more arrogant. It is God who corrects us; we don't 
correct Him. We do not stand over God but under Him.
     R. C. Sproul 
     from Five Things every Christian Needs to Grow

“Sharper than any double-edged sword.” A sword with two edges has no blunt side; it cuts 
both this way and that. The Word of God is edge all over. It is alive in every part, and in 
every part keen to cut the conscience and wound the heart. Depend on it: not a verse in 
the Bible is superfluous or a chapter that is useless.
     Charles Haddon Spurgeon

There's a way to preach the Bible unbiblically...You can use the Bible as the springboard for 
all kinds of ideas, can't you? Look around in here and find something that fits your fancy 
and then launch a rocket off it. People say, 'That was amazing, wasn't it? Remarkable what 
he got out of that.' Well of course it is because he put it in before he got it out.
     Alistair Begg
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Trinity Sunday
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE            
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 119
Pastor:   Forever, O Lord, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens.
All:  Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 
  you have established the earth, and it stands fast.
Pastor:  Our eyes long for your salvation 
  and for the fulfillment of your righteous promise.
All:  Deal with your servants according to your steadfast love, 
  and teach us your statutes.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     59     “Forever Settled in the Heavens”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Jeremiah 7:22-26
22
For in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, I did not speak to your fathers 

23or command them concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices. But this command I gave 
them: ‘Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people. And walk in all 

24
the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.’ But they did not obey or incline 
their ear, but walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their evil hearts, and 

25
went backward and not forward. From the day that your fathers came out of the land of 
Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them, day after day. 
26Yet they did not listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck. They did worse 
than their fathers.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Almighty and merciful God, we confess that we have ignored your word 
    and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the 
    devices and desires of our own hearts. We have left undone those things 
    which we ought to have done; and we have done those things which we 
    ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare those who 
    confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according to your 
    promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O 
    merciful God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life in 
    joyful submission to your word, all to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on 1 Timothy 1:15,17
Pastor:   The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
    came into the world to save sinners. To you who confess your sins and look 
    to Jesus Christ alone for salvation, Scripture declares that your sins are 
    forgiven. 
All:  To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
  glory forever and ever. Amen.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     500     “Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
from the Westminster Larger Catechism (Modern English version), Q & A #3-5

Leader:  What is the word of God?
People:  The holy Bible, made up of the Old and New Testaments, is the word of 
  God. It is the only authority for faith and obedience.
 
Leader:  What evidence is there that the Bible is the word of God?
People:  The Bible clearly shows that it is the word of God by its majesty and 
  purity, by the agreement of all its parts, by its unified aim to give all glory 
  to God, and by its illuminating power to convince and convert sinners and 
  to comfort and build up believers unto salvation. However, only the Spirit 
  of God, testifying by and with the Bible in our hearts, can completely 
  persuade us that it is truly the word of God.

Leader:  What does the Bible primarily teach?
People:  The Bible primarily teaches what we must believe about God and what 
  God requires of us.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

    

HYMN:     94     “How Firm a Foundation”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 17:10-15
10The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and when they 

11arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble than those 
in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to 

12see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women 
13of high standing as well as men. But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the 

word of God was proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and 
14stirring up the crowds. Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, 

15but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as 
Athens, and after receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as 
possible, they departed.

SERMON:                   “The Measure of a Message”   Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     615     “Come, Ye Disconsolate, Where’er Ye Languish” 

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
  your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
  satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     “Across the Lands” (lyrics on page 6)

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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Due to Memorial Day holiday weekend, there will be no evening activities tonight. Please 
enjoy this time with your family and friends.

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 May 27  No evening activities (Memorial Day weekend)
 June 3  Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 June 10 Jr. & Sr. High Youth

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR TRINITY SUNDAY

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. You’re the Word of God the Father from before the world began;
Ev’ry star and ev’ry planet has been fashioned by Your hand.

All creation holds together by the power of your voice.
Let the skies declare your glory; let the land and seas rejoice. (Chorus)

Chorus:
You’re the author of creation, You’re the Lord of ev’ry man,

and Your cry of love rings out across the lands.

2. Yet You left the gaze of angels, came to seek and save the lost,
And exchanged the joy of Heaven for the anguish of a cross.

With a prayer You fed the hungry, with a word You calmed the sea;
Yet how silently You suffered, that the guilty may go free. (Chorus)

3. With a shout You rose victorious, wresting vict’ry from the grave,
And ascended into Heaven, leading captives in Your way.

Now You stand before the Father, interceding for Your own;
From each tribe and tongue and nation You are leading sinners home. (Chorus)

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2002 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

A C R O S S  T H E  L A N D S



HAPPY BIRTHDAY

ATTENTION RIDGE HAVEN CAMPERS AND PARENTS

We will be having a meeting for Ridge Haven parents and campers this morning 
immediately following the service. Campers must be at the church at 6:00am tomorrow, 
May 28 to leave for Ridge Haven.

SALT & LIGHT

The latest edition of Riverwood’s Salt & Light publication is available this morning on the 
Book Table. You may also download it online from the church website.

SERVICE OPPORTUNITY

Through our partnership with Love INC, we have been given the opportunity to help a 
family in need. Jasper and Bertha Hope are an older couple that have been working with 
Love INC and are in need of help maintaining their yard. Jasper suffered a stroke a few 
years ago and is unable to work in the yard anymore. Please prayerfully consider signing up 
to help. Work includes mowing the front, side, and back yard, and edging the drive, front 
walk, and house. It is roughly 1.5 to 2 hours of work for one person, and you do need to 
bring your own lawn equipment. To sign up, see the link in your email announcements or 
contact Greg Vander Wal.

YOUTH: UNDERGROUND CHURCH

Youth groups will not meet today (5/27) because of the Memorial Day weekend but we will 
kick off our Sensational Summer next week with a much anticipated event. That's right – 
on Sunday, June 3rd from 6:00pm to 8:30pm all youth (grades 6 through 12) are invited to 
join us for a night of UNDERGROUND CHURCH! Mark your calendars and make your 
plans to attend now. #SeeYOU@theBarn

THANK YOU FROM THE DEHAANS

Thank you, dear friends, for your prayerful support, cards, and meals you brought us while 
Mickey is recovering from her total knee replacement. We love you!
      -Bruce & Mickey DeHaan

EVENTS COMING SOON

  July 2-6: Youth to RYM Florida
  July 9-12: Vacation Bible School
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

May 28   Carlie Clark



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 27: Aaron Powers / Lisa Kidder / Darla Cook & Phoebe Bell / Daniel Page

June 3: Elena Arnold / Monica Urban / Ginny Nippert & Savannah Cook / Victoria Bell

MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through April 2018:
Operating Income:                 $127,786.72
Operating Expense*: $142,478.45
Net Income:                       ($14,691.73)
Designated gifts:                 $11,096.00
Building loan balance:        $924,279.45

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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