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Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:30am

Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper
Joann Williams, piano

10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Tindol Pate, piano

REFLECTIONS:
This is the one great and stable power to which the Christian can hold, firm and secure, an anchor within the 
veil—the grace of almighty God. And it is from Christ's blood that grace is made available to us. It is through his 
present ministry that we find grace for the trials of the day. It is to him who is enthroned at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high that we offer all the fruits of this grace.                                             
      Richard Phillips

 If they tell you
 That in Some other place,
 One can find solace
 And true salvation
 Other than in one God,
 They mean to destroy your soul.
 Take a firm stand.
     Marguerite de Navarre (1492-1549)
     from Spiritual Songs

He pursued us even to the desolate anguish of the cross, where he bore our sin, guilt, judgment and death. It takes a 
hard and stony heart to remain unmoved by love like that. It is more than love. Its proper name is grace, which is 
love to the undeserving.
     John R. W. Stott    

I experience religious dread whenever I find myself thinking that I know the limits of God's grace, since I am utterly 
certain that it exceeds any imagination a human being might have of it. God does, after all, so love the world.
     Marilynne Robinson
     from "The Fate of Ideas: Moses" in When I Was A Child I Read Books

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 113
Pastor:  Praise the LORD! O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!
All:  Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 
Pastor:  From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!
All:  The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!
Pastor:  Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, 
  who looks down on the heavens and the earth?
All:  He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, 
  to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.
Pastor:  Praise the LORD! Come, let us worship!



HYMN:     165     “Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”

1. Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;

his kingdom is glorious and rules over all.

2. God ruleth on high, almighty to save;
and still he is nigh – his presence we have.

The great congregation his triumph shall sing,
ascribing salvation to Jesus, our King.

3. Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!
Let all cry aloud and honor the Son.

The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim,
fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.

4. Then let us adore, and give him his right,
all glory and pow’r, and wisdom and might,
all honor and blessing, with angels above,
and thanks never ceasing for infinite love.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 John 2:15-17
15Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 

16in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
17life—is not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, 

but whoever does the will of God abides forever.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, God of all mercy and grace, we humbly bow our heads and our hearts before you. 
We confess that we have sinned against you. Have mercy on us. Please forgive us for loving the things 
of this world apart from loving you, the Creator. Forgive us for our lustful gazing, discontented 
craving, and the pride-filled possessing. We admit that these actions and attitudes are not from you but 
from the world.  

(Pause)

Holy Spirit, change us. Remind us of the Savior's death for us. Fix our gaze on the founder and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the shame of the cross. Renew our 
spirits so we can see the world and respond with compassion, generosity, humility, and praise to God. 
We ask this in Jesus name, amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 2 Timothy 1
Pastor:   Hear the message of God's grace for you who believe in Jesus Christ, for He “saved us and 
    called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and 
    grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been 
    manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
    brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” By God's grace your sins are 
    forgiven and your salvation is secure. The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you. 

HYMN:     465     “Marvelous Grace of Our Loving Lord”

1. Marvelous grace of our loving Lord, grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt,
yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured, there where the blood of the Lamb was spilt.

Chorus:
Grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that will pardon and cleanse within;

grace, grace, God’s grace, grace that is greater than all our sin.

2. Sin and despair like the sea waves cold, threaten the soul with infinite loss;
grace that is greater, yes, grace untold, points to the Refuge, the mighty cross. 

(Chorus)

3. Dark is the stain that we cannot hide, what can avail to wash it away?
Look! there is flowing a crimson tide; whiter than snow you may be today. 

(Chorus)

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings. There are offering plates next to the exits for you to 
place your offering. You may also give online using the link on the church's website or send checks to the church's 
mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     699     “Like a River Glorious”

1. Like a river glorious is God’s perfect peace, over all victorious in its bright increase;
perfect, yet it floweth fuller ev’ry day, perfect, yet it groweth deeper all the way.

Chorus:
Stayed upon Jehovah, hearts are fully blest, 

finding, as he promised, perfect peace and rest.

2. Hidden in the hollow of his blessed hand, never foe can follow, never traitor stand;
not a surge of worry, not a shade of care, not a blast of hurry, touch the spirit there.

(Chorus)

3. Ev’ry joy or trial falleth from above, traced upon our dial by the Sun of Love.
We may trust him fully all for us to do; they who trust him wholly find him wholly true.

(Chorus)



Nehemiah 8:13-18SCRIPTURE: 
13On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites, came 

14together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. And they found it written in the Law 
that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast 

15of the seventh month, and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in 
Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees 

16to make booths, as it is written.” So the people went out and brought them and made booths for 
themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square 

17at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. And all the assembly of those who had 
returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from the days of Jeshua the son of 

18Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. And day by 
day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven 
days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                      “Permanent Grace in a Temporary World”    Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     347     “The Church’s One Foundation” st. 1-4

1. The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the Word:

from heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth,
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth;

one holy name she blesses, partakes on holy food,
and to one hope she presses, with ev’ry grace endued.

3. Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping, their cry goes up, “How long?”
And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

4. The church shall never perish! Her dear Lord to defend,
to guide, sustain, and cherish, is with her to the end;

though there be those that hate her, and false sons in her pale,
against or foe or traitor she ever shall prevail.

THE SACRAMENT OF LORD’S SUPPER

Pastor:  God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds elicit our response. 
  In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to believers to guarantee our share in his 
  death and resurrection, and to unite us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and that he shall 
  come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb.



HYMN:     347     “The Church’s One Foundation” st. 5-6

5. ‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore;

till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

6. Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:

O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,

till all the world adore his sacred name.

4. Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH NEEDS

Romans 12:13 says this: "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." These are 
extraordinary times. Hospitality may look different right now, but as the body of Christ, we at Riverwood 
are still called to love each other through service and attention to each other's needs. If you have a need, 
whether financial, physical, spiritual, or emotional, please reach out to your elder or a deacon. Elders will 
continue to reach out to their folds as well. In this way, we can continue to love each other and lift each 
other up. If you aren't sure who to contact, you can also email Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) or Sarah 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

May 24   Nancy Allen
May 25   Rachael Drinkard
May 28   Carlie Clark
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