
 God, in the gospel of his Son, makes his eternal counsels known;
 Where love in all its glory shines, and truth is drawn in fairest lines.

 Here sinners of a humble frame may taste his grace, and learn his name;
 May read, in characters of blood, the wisdom, power, and grace of God.

 The prisoner here may break his chains; the weary rest from all his pains;
 The captive feel his bondage cease; the mourner find the way of peace.
      Benjamin Beddome

[My faith is] due to Jesus Christ himself, who pursued me relentlessly even when I was 
running away from him in order to go my own way. And if it were not for the gracious 
pursuit of the hound of heaven I would today be on the scrap-heap of wasted and discarded 
lives.
      John Stott
      from Why I Am a Christian

God chose me because I was weak enough. God does not do his work by large committees. 
He trains somebody to be quiet enough, and little enough, and then uses him.
      Hudson Taylor

Don't wait for a feeling or love in order to share Christ with a stranger. You already love 
your heavenly Father, and you know that this stranger is created by Him, but separated 
from Him, so take those first steps in evangelism because you love God. It is not primarily 
out of compassion for humanity that we share our faith or pray for the lost; it is first of all, 
love for God.
      John Piper

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Day of Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE            
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 47
Pastor:   Clap your hands, all peoples! 
   Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
All:  For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, 
  a great king over all the earth. 
Pastor:  God has gone up with a shout, 
  the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
All:  Sing praises to God, sing praises! 
  Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     97     “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Proverbs 18:1-10
1 2
Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out against all sound judgment. A 

3fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. When 
4wickedness comes, contempt comes also, and with dishonor comes disgrace. The words of a 

5
man's mouth are deep waters; the fountain of wisdom is a bubbling brook. It is not good to 

6
be partial to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice. A fool's lips walk into a fight, 

7
and his mouth invites a beating. A fool's mouth is his ruin, and his lips are a snare to his 

8soul. The words of a whisperer are like delicious morsels; they go down into the inner parts 
9 10of the body. Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys. The name of 

the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Almighty and eternal God, your word is a lamp to our feet and a light to 
    our path. We confess that we often walk in paths of unrighteousness and 
    ignore your counsel. Please forgive us for listening to the voice of folly 
    instead of wisdom. Forgive us for choosing isolation over fellowship, our 
    opinions more than understanding, and partiality to justice. Lord, we 
    admit that we do not guard our mouths and use words that lead to ruin 
    instead of building one another up. Please forgive us for being idle in our 
    work at times, and making an idol of our work at other times. Holy Spirit, 
    increase our love and delight in your living, God-breathed word and order 
    our steps according to it. We make this prayer in the strong name of our 
    Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Acts 13:38; Ephesians 1:7
Pastor:   Let it be known to you, brothers, that through Jesus forgiveness of sins is  
    proclaimed to you.
All:  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
  trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     701     “Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It!” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Heidelberg Catechism, Question and Answer #1
Leader:  What is your only comfort in life and death?
People:  That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in 
  death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins 
  with His precious blood, and has set me free from all the power of  the 
  devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
  heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must 
  work together for my salvation. Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also 
  assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily willing and ready from 
  now on to live for Him.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

    

HYMN:     “Blessed Jesus, At Your Word” (lyrics on page 6)
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 17:1-9
1Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, 

2where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three 
3Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and proving that it 

was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, 
4whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul 

and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 
5But the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, 
set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the 

6crowd. And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers 
before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down 

7have come here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the 
8decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” And the people and the city 

9authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had taken money 
as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

SERMON:                 “When the Gospel Comes to Town”  Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     425     “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken” 

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
  your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
  satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     311     “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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Everyone is invited to a cookout tonight to kickoff summer (see detailed announcement on 
page 7). Youth groups will also meet tonight.

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 May 20  Covenant Kids Summer Kickoff Party / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 May 27  No evening activities (Memorial Day weekend)
 June 3  Jr. & Sr. High Youth

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Junior Highs (grades 6 through 8) will join each other this evening from 4:30 to 6:10 
in the Barn for 2 of our favorite games...MUSICAL PAPER PLATES and ANIMAL! We'll 
follow that up with some incredible singing, and the third episode of Unlocking the 
Mysteries of Genesis. Come join us and bring a friend!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Senior Highs (grades 9 through 12) are meeting from 5:40 - 7:45 tonight for a classic 
game of MAFIA, some amazing worship songs, and the Final lesson on The Gospel of 
John – a series that we started in September of 2016!!! Come and join us for this historic 
occasion.  :-)

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. Blessed Jesus, at your word we are gathered all to hear you;
let our hearts and souls be stirred now to seek and love and fear you,

by your teachings, sweet and holy, drawn from earth to love you solely.

2. All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in deepest darkness shrouded,
till your Spirit breaks our night with the beams of truth unclouded.

You alone to God can win us; you must work all good within us.

3. Glorious Lord, yourself impart, Light of light, from God proceeding;
open now our ears and heart, help us by your Spirit's pleading;

hear the cry your people raises, hear and bless our prayers and praises.

4. Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, praise to you and adoration!
Grant that we your Word may trust and obtain true consolation,

while we here below must wander, till we sing your praises yonder.

B L E S S E D  J E S U S ,  A T  Y O U R  W O R D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE DAY OF PENTECOST

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:22-27; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

FAMILY SUMMER KICKOFF

Everyone is invited to our annual cookout to kickoff the summer tonight at 5:00pm. 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, and condiments will be provided by the Children's Ministry. Please 
bring a side dish or dessert to share and drinks for your family. This is a wonderful time of 
fellowship and we will have a new version of kickball to play. It is an enjoyable event for all 
ages. We hope to see you there!

BRIDAL GIFT BASKET

There is a gift basket in the foyer for bride-to-be Emily Jones for all who would like to 
contribute a card or gift card to celebrate her upcoming wedding. Today is the final day to 
make a contribution.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women's Ministry is offering an 11-week Summer Women's Bible Study on the book of 
Judges, and it is not too late to join! There are morning and evening sessions on 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. in the conference room of the Admin Building. 
Workbooks can be obtained from the church office or at the studies. A contribution of 
$10.00 to cover printing costs is appreciated. These studies are designed for all ages, and we 
would love to have high school, college, and all other Riverwood women join us. In 
addition to honing our Bible knowledge and skills, the studies offer a great way to get to 
know and enjoy one another.

ATTENTION RIDGE HAVEN CAMPERS AND PARENTS

We will be having a meeting for Ridge Haven parents and campers next Sunday, May 27, 
immediately following the service. Campers must be at the church at 6:00am on Monday, 
May 28 to leave for Ridge Haven.

EVENTS COMING SOON

  July 2-6: Youth to RYM Florida
  July 9-12: Vacation Bible School
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

May 21   Hansen Tulipan
May 21   Thomas Vander Wal
May 24   Nancy Allen
May 25   Rachael Drinkard



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 20: Elena Arnold / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Quay Finch / Sumlin Pate
May 27: Aaron Powers / Lisa Kidder / Darla Cook & Phoebe Bell / Daniel Page

MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through April 2018:
Operating Income:                 $127,786.72
Operating Expense*: $142,478.45
Net Income:                       ($14,691.73)
Designated gifts:                 $11,096.00
Building loan balance:        $924,279.45

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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