
The Greek work for church, ecclesia, is made up of a prefix and a root. The prefix is ek – 
out of. The root is the verb coleo, to call. The church in the New Testament is made up of 
those who are called out from the world, from darkness, from damnation, from paganism, 
to become members of the body of Christ.
     R. C. Sproul
     The Purpose of God

If you are Christians, be consistent. Be Christians out and out; Christians every hour, in 
every part. Beware of halfhearted discipleship, of compromise with evil, of conformity to 
the world, of trying to serve two masters – to walk in two ways, the narrow and the broad, 
at once. It will not do. Halfhearted Christianity will only dishonor God, while it makes 
you miserable.
     Horatius Bonar

The one indispensable requirement for producing godly, mature Christians is godly, 
mature Christians.
     Kevin DeYoung

The motive for repentance is not only sorrow for sin but also a sense of the mercy of God 
in Christ. We have zero motivation to repent, unless we see the mercy of God awaiting us. 
Not the slap of God, but the embrace of God. Repentance is not just turning from sin, not 
even that primarily. Repentance is primarily turning to God, moment by moment, because 
He has promised His mercy to the penitent.
     Ray Ortlund

R E F L E C T I O N S
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P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 145
Pastor:  I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
All:  Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
Pastor:  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
  and his greatness is unsearchable.
All:  The LORD is gracious and merciful, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
  The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.
Pastor:  May our mouths speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his   
  holy name forever and ever. Come, let us worship!

HYMN:     100     “Holy, Holy, Holy”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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Third Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder, Clay Staggs
David Curtis, marimba; Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE     



3

SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 12:4-11
4
 In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 

5
 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not 

6
regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him.  For the Lord 

7disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives.”  It is for discipline 
that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father 

8
does not discipline?  If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then 

9
you are illegitimate children and not sons.  Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who 
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of 

10spirits and live?  For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he 
11disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness.  For the moment all discipline 

seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Heavenly Father, we bow humbly before you acknowledging the many ways we have 
sinned against you in what we have done and what we have failed to do. We have sinned 
with the words of our mouths, the attitudes of our hearts, and even the thoughts in our 
minds. Please have mercy on us. We also confess that we seldom thank you for treating 
us beloved sons by disciplining us for our good. We admit that we would prefer to stay 
content in our sin than transformed to be more and more like our Savior. Please forgive 
us. Holy Spirit, continue your sanctifying work that we may share in your holiness. 
Produce the peaceful fruit of righteousness in the church to the glory of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Psalm 103
Pastor:  Hear the good news of the steadfast love of the Lord! For as high as the 

heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who 
fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our 
transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the 
Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For those who are united to 
Jesus Christ by faith, who trust that salvation is of the Lord, your sins are 
forgiven. The peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

C O N F E S S I O N
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HYMN:     691     “It Is Well with My Soul”

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: The Nicene Creed
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R A Y E R & T H E R E A D I N G O F T H E  W O R D

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     499     “Rock of Ages”

SCRIPTURE:     Isaiah 9:8-10:4     
8  9
The Lord has sent a word against Jacob, and it will fall on Israel;  and all the people will 

know, Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria, who say in pride and in arrogance of 
 10heart:  “The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the sycamores have 

 11
been cut down, but we will put cedars in their place.”  But the Lord raises the adversaries 

 12
of Rezin against him, and stirs up his enemies.  The Syrians on the east and the 
Philistines on the west devour Israel with open mouth. For all this his anger has not 

 turned away, and his hand is stretched out still.

13  14
 The people did not turn to him who struck them, nor inquire of the Lord of hosts.  So 

 15
the Lord cut off from Israel head and tail, palm branch and reed in one day—  the elder 

 16
and honored man is the head, and the prophet who teaches lies is the tail;  for those who 
guide this people have been leading them astray, and those who are guided by them are 

 17swallowed up.  Therefore the Lord does not rejoice over their young men, and has no 
compassion on their fatherless and widows; for everyone is godless and an evildoer, and 
every mouth speaks folly. For all this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is 

 18
stretched out still.  For wickedness burns like a fire; it consumes briers and thorns; it 

 19kindles the thickets of the forest, and they roll upward in a column of smoke.  Through 
the wrath of the Lord of hosts the land is scorched, and the people are like fuel for the fire; 

20
no one spares another.  They slice meat on the right, but are still hungry, and they devour 

21
on the left, but are not satisfied; each devours the flesh of his own arm,  Manasseh 
devours Ephraim, and Ephraim devours Manasseh; together they are against Judah. For all 
this his anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still.

10:1
 Woe to those who decree iniquitous decrees, and the writers who keep writing 

 2
oppression,  to turn aside the needy from justice and to rob the poor of my people of their 
right, that widows may be their spoil, and that they may make the fatherless their prey!
3 What will you do on the day of punishment, in the ruin that will come from afar? To 

 4whom will you flee for help, and where will you leave your wealth?  Nothing remains but 
to crouch among the prisoners or fall among the slain. For all this his anger has not turned 
away, and his hand is stretched out still.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.
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T H E W O R D P R E A C H E D

Sermon:       The Hand that Judges, the Hand that Saves                  Rev. Jeff Pate

I. God’s Word descends on the proud.

II. The Lord prunes his people.

III. Sin is insatiable.

IV. Predators become prey and those who refused to help are themselves helpless.

V. Why do people refuse to repent?

 Lessons from another prophet and from Israel’s enemy

  Reconsidering the outstretched hand of God
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C O M M U N I O N & B E N E D I C T I O N

HYMN:     693     “Blessed Assurance”

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Pastor:  The bread that we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
All:  We who are many are one body, for we all share the same loaf. 
Pastor:  The cup for which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
All:  The cup that we drink is our participation in the blood of Christ. 
Pastor:  Congregation of Jesus Christ, the Lord has prepared his table for all who     
  love him and trust in him alone for their salvation. All who are truly sorry     
  for their sins, who sincerely believe in the Lord Jesus as their Savior, and     
  who desire to live in obedience to him as Lord are now invited to come     
  with gladness to the table of the Lord. The gifts of God for the people of     
  God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     92     “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 9:1-6; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19

YOUTH GROUP & COVENANT KIDS

Riverwood Youth and Covenant Kids will meet today at 5:30 p.m.
 

CORPORATE PRAYER

This coming Thursday (May 5) is the National Day of Prayer and we will have two 
opportunities for you to pray together. We will gather for corporate prayer in the 
Administrative building conference room during the lunch hour (noon-1 p.m.) 

and again from 5:30- 6:30 p.m. You are welcome to come for any portion of the time.
  

RIDGE HAVEN SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON AND BAKE SALE: Thank you! 
The campers for Ridge Haven would like to thank everyone who attended the Fellowship 
Luncheon.  We deeply appreciate the members of our community and their support.  We 
also had a lot of fun making the lunch and seeing you eating the food. Thank you again.

CATECHISM PROGRAM

On Wednesday May 4 @ 4:15 pm the children will be presenting a short program on what 
they learned during Catechism this Spring.  The presentation will be followed by a time of 

Fellowship.  This will be the last meeting of Catechism Class till the Fall.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE RECOGNITION

We will be recognizing and praying for our high school graduates on Sunday, May 15 
during the morning worship service.

SUNDAY SCHOOL FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

The church will be gathering for a fellowship breakfast during the Sunday School hour on 
Sunday, May 29.

Through April 2022
Operating Income:              $151,201.64
Operating Expense*:     $154,128.55
Net Income:                    ($2,926.91)
Designated gifts:       $50,732.36
Building loan balance:     $680,160.44

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 

BIRTHDAYS

May 1  Calvin Kim
May 2  Nora Claire Bedsole
May 3  Aaron Powers
May 4  Chris Gill
May 7  Edmund Henry
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