REFLECTIONS

Our mission does not end at the threshold of the church door, nor is it limited to matters
the world calls “religious.” All of culture is our domain, all enterprises are of our interest,
and all that is beautiful is ours to enjoy and cultivate. All that is here he is head over.
Therefore, we have a right to be concerned for it and to bring it under the lordship of him
for whom it was created and for whose glory it is designed.
Bryan Chapell
from Ephesians
If by doing some work (which the undiscerning consider "not spiritual work") I can best
help others, and I inwardly rebel, thinking it is the spiritual for which I crave, when in truth
it is the interesting and exciting, then I know nothing of Calvary love.
Amy Carmichael
from If
But I say, be nobody special. Do your job. Take care of your family. Clean your house. Mow
your yard. Read your Bible. Attend worship. Pray. Watch your life and doctrine closely.
Love your spouse. Love your kids. Be generous. Laugh with your friends. Drink your wine
heartily. Eat your meat lustily. Be honest. Be kind to your waitress. Expect no special
treatment. And do it all quietly..........This little book is not a call to do nothing. It is a call
to be faithful right where you are, regardless of how mundane that place is.
Matt Redmond
from The God of the Mundane
I have found it is the small things, everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keeps the darkness
at bay, simple acts of kindness and love.
Gandalf
from the movie The Hobbit
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Fifth Sunday of Easter
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers
Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
In Christ Alone
Townend
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.
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PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 113
Leader:
Praise the LORD! O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!
All:
Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!
Pastor:
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!
All:
The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens!
Pastor:
Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,
who looks down on the heavens and the earth?
All:
He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.
Pastor:
Praise the LORD! Come, let us worship!
HYMN OF PRAISE:

165

“Ye Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Leviticus 25:35-43
“If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain himself with you, you shall support him as
though he were a stranger and a sojourner, and he shall live with you. 36Take no interest from him
37
or profit, but fear your God, that your brother may live beside you. You shall not lend him your
38
money at interest, nor give him your food for profit. I am the Lord your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God. 39If your brother
40
becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: he shall
be with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the
41
jubilee. Then he shall go out from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his own clan
42
and return to the possession of his fathers. For they are my servants, whom I brought out of the
land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. 43You shall not rule over him ruthlessly but shall fear
your God.”
35

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Gracious and loving Father, you set the stars in the heavens and command the seasons, your
counsel stands forever and your voice is full of majesty. And yet you show us compassion and
mercy because your steadfast love extends to the heavens and your faithfulness to the clouds. As
you are merciful, you have called your people to be merciful and you desire for us to reflect your
compassion to others. Please forgive us for not loving our brothers and sisters by withholding our
abundance that could be used to meet their needs. Please have mercy on us as we rejoice in your
generosity but don't delight in being generous. Holy Spirit, continue your work of making us
more like Jesus by helping us see the darkness in our hearts and by flooding it with the light of
the gospel. In his name we pray, amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: 2 Corinthians 8:9 & 1 Peter 1:18-19, 21
Pastor:
Lift your heads and hearts for you know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich.
All:
We know that we were ransomed not with perishable things like silver and
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish
or spot.
Pastor:
Through him, you are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave
him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.
The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
HYMN:

230

“Thou Who Wast Rich beyond All Splendor”
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Philippians 3
Leader:
All:

Who are now God's covenant people?
We are, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and
put no confidence in the flesh.

Leader:

Compared with knowing Jesus Christ, how do you view the glories and
achievements of this life?
Whatever gain I had, I count as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count
everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord.

All:

Leader:
All:

Having counted them as loss, what have you gained from Jesus?
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Jesus Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on
faith.

RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:

4

331

“Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit”

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 6:5-9
Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as
you would Christ, 6not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as bondservants of
7
Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good will as to the
8
Lord and not to man, knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back
from the Lord, whether he is a bondservant or is free. 9Masters, do the same to them, and
stop your threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven,
and that there is no partiality with him.
5

Pastor:
All:

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:

“Who Are You Serving?”

Rev. Jeff Pate

COMMUNION
HYMN:

533

“I Am Thine, O Lord, I Have Heard Thy Voice” st. 1-2

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Pastor:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Pastor:
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:
The gifts of God are for the people of God.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.
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BENEDICTION
HYMN:

“Christ Is Mine Forevermore”
Mine are days that God has numbered
I was made to walk with Him
Yet I look for worldly treasure
And forsake the King of kings
But mine is hope in my Redeemer
Though I fall, his love is sure
For Christ has paid for every failing
I am His forevermore
Mine are tears in times of sorrow
Darkness not yet understood
Through the valley I must travel
Where I see no earthly good
But mine is peace that flows from heaven
And the strength in times of need
I know my pain will not be wasted
Christ completes his work in me
Mine are days here as a stranger
Pilgrim on a narrow way
One with Christ I will encounter
Harm and hatred for his name
But mine is armour for this battle
Strong enough to last the war
And he has said he will deliver
Safely to the golden shore
And mine are keys to Zion city
Where beside the King I walk
For there my heart has found its treasure
Christ is mine forevermore
Words and music by Jonny Robinson and Rich Thompson
©2016 CityAlight Music; CCLI license #11239744

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:
6

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

The end of the school year bash is tonight at 4:00pm on Tina and Jeremy Jones's property.
Their address is 17191 Hayes Road, Northport, and their phone is (205) 361-6330. Hot
dogs and condiments will be provided. Bring buns and drinks for your family and a side
dish or dessert to share. This will be in the woods by water. It is a primitive camp area.
Youth are also invited to attend – youth groups will NOT meet tonight.
May 19
May 26
June 2

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
End of the School Year Bash
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
May 21 Hansen Tulipan
May 21 Thomas Vander Wal
May 24 Nancy Allen
May 25 Rachael Drinkard
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35
RIDGE HAVEN MEETING
ATTENTION Ridge Haven Campers and their parents: Please plan to attend an
informational meeting next Sunday, May 26 immediately following the service.
PIER GROUPS
Pier Groups will start back at the beginning of June. Be sure to sign up on the church
website (www.riverwoodchurch.org).
OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON
May 27-June 1: Ridge Haven Camp
July 8-11: Vacation Bible School
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – The Life of David – led by elders
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 19: Michelle Moss / Darla Cook / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Kathy Gilbert
May 26: Kristina Patridge / Heather Henson / April Henry & Caleigh Henson / Quay Finch
MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan
Clean Up: Ed Kidder

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through April 2019:
Operating Income:
$135,750.26
Operating Expense*:
$133,057.95
Net Income:
$2,692.31
Designated gifts:
$31,151.52
Building loan balance:
$842,408.76
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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