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Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:30am

Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper
Dr. Linda Graham, piano

10:30am
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder John Kim

Tindol Pate, piano

REFLECTIONS:
Unbelievers may know about spiritual beauty by hearsay — may even be able to make fine speeches about it 
... But to the [born again,] God has given a glance ... and there breaks in upon the soul a heavenly 
sweetness, such a sense of the amiableness in holiness and an excellency in God and a sweet loveliness in 
Christ ... He sees by a new light that was never before let into his mind. 
     Jonathan Edwards

God acts through his words, the Word is “alive and active” (Heb. 4:12), and therefore the way to have God 
dynamically active in our lives is through the Bible. To understand Scripture is not simply to get 
information about God. If attended to with trust and faith, the Bible is the way to actually hear God 
speaking and also to meet God himself.
     Tim Keller

In the divine Scriptures, there are shallows and there are deeps; shallows where the lamb may wade, and the 
deeps where the elephant may swim. 
     John Owen

No matter how the rulers of this world scheme, no matter how Satan, the one who stands behind all wicked 
plans in this world, rages against the Lord, God will bring about his purposes of salvation. He will deliver 
those he loves. This is the story of the gospel of Christ.
     Jerram Barrs
     from Through His Eyes

CALL TO WORSHIP: based on Psalm 50
Pastor:  The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth 
  from the rising of the sun to its setting.
All:  Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 
  The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge!
Pastor:  Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High.
All:  We will call upon Him in the day of trouble. 
  He will deliver us and we will glorify His name.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!



HYMN:     316     “The Mighty God, the Lord”

1. The mighty God, the Lord, hath spoken unto all;
from rising to the setting sun, he unto earth doth call.
From Zion, his own hill, where perfect beauty dwells,

Jehovah hath his glory shown, in brightness that excels.

2. Our God shall surely come, and silence shall not keep;
before him fire shall waste, and storms tempestuous round him sweep.

He to the heav’ns above shall then send forth his call,
and likewise to the earth, that he may judge his people all.

3. “Together let my saints unto me gathered be,
those that by sacrifice have made a covenant with me.”

Then shall the heav’ns declare his righteousness abroad;
because the Lord himself is judge, yea, none is judge, but God.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 3:12-4:3, 11-12
12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from 

13the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be 
14hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

15confidence firm to the end. As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in 
16the rebellion.” For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led 

17by Moses? And with whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose 
18bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those 

19 1who were disobedient? So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. Therefore, while 
the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach 

2it. For good news came to us just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because 
3they were not united by faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has 

said, “As I swore in my wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’” although his works were finished from the 
11foundation of the world... Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same 

12sort of disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, you offer us rest in the gospel of Jesus Christ. We struggle to believe that you would 
love sinners like us, but your Word reminds us that you loved us and sent your Son for our salvation. 
Please forgive us for not resting in your love. Please forgive our faithless disobedience, when we refuse 
to trust that your commands are for our good and the display of your glory. Today, penetrate our 
hearts with your living Word. Expose areas of unbelief. Holy Spirit, give us faith to believe so that we 
would find rest in Jesus Christ. In His name we pray. Amen.  

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 10:12-18
Pastor:   Hear the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. When Christ had offered for all time a 
    single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from that time until 
    his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
All:  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
Pastor:  For you who look to Jesus Christ for your salvation, the Holy Spirit declares that he will 
  remember your sins and lawless deeds no more. Where there is forgiveness of these, there is 
  no longer any offering for sin. The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you. 

HYMN:     “Before the Throne of God Above”

1. Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea,
a great High Priest whose name is “Love,” who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heav’n He stands,

No tongue can bid me thence depart, no tongue can bid me thence depart.

2. When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the just, is satisfied,

to look on Him and pardon me, to look on Him and pardon me.

3. Behold Him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of Glory and of grace!

One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by His blood!
My life is hid with Christ on high,

with Christ my Savior and my God, with Christ my Savior and my God.

Words by Charitie Bancroft; Music by Vikki Cook
©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship/ASCAP; CCLI license #11239744

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings. There are offering plates next to the exits for you to 
place your offering. You may also give online using the link on the church's website or send checks to the church's 
mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions and Answers #82, 84, 85, & 89

Leader: Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God?
People: No mere man since the fall is able in this life perfectly to keep the commandments of 
  God, but doth daily break them in thought, word and deed.
Leader: What doth every sin deserve?
People: Every sin deserveth God's wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is to come.
Leader: What doth God require of us that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us for sin?
People: To escape the wrath and curse of God due to us for sin, God requireth of us faith in 
  Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the outward means 
  whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits of redemption.
Leader: How is the word made effectual to salvation?
People: The Spirit of God maketh the reading, but especially the preaching, of the word, an 
  effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, and of building them up in 
  holiness and comfort, through faith, unto salvation.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     145     “The Spirit Breathes upon the Word” st. 1-3

1. The Spirit breathes upon the Word, 
and brings the truth to sight;
precepts and promises afford 

a sanctifying light, 
a sanctifying light.

2. A glory gilds the sacred page, 
majestic, like the sun:

it gives a light to every age;
it gives, but borrows none, 
it gives, but borrows none.

3. The Hand that gave it still supplies
the gracious light and heat:

his truths upon the nations rise;
they rise, but never set,
they rise, but never set.



Nehemiah 8:1-12SCRIPTURE: 
1And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the 

2scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest 
brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what they 

3heard, on the first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing the square before the Water 
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 

4understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. And Ezra the scribe 
stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, 
Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 

5Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. And Ezra opened the book in the 
6sight of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. And 

Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. 
7And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. Also Jeshua, Bani, 

Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the 
8Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. They read 

from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the 
9reading. And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who 

taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” 
10For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the 

fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our 
11Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” So the Levites calmed all the 

12people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the people went their way to 
eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 
that were declared to them.

SERMON:                          “The Powerful Word”        Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     145     “The Spirit Breathes upon the Word” st. 4-5

4. Let everlasting thanks be thine
for such a bright display

as makes a world of darkness shine
with beams of heav’nly day,
with beams of heav’nly day.

5. My soul rejoices to pursue
the steps of him I love,

till glory breaks upon my view
in brighter worlds above,
in brighter worlds above.

THE SACRAMENT OF LORD’S SUPPER

Pastor:  God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds elicit our response. 
  In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to believers to guarantee our share in his 
  death and resurrection, and to unite us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and that he shall 
  come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb.



HYMN:     94     “How Firm a Foundation” st. 1, 2, 6

1. How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!

What more can he say than to you he has said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2. “Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed;
for I am your God, and will still give you aid;

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand,
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.”

6. “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose,
I will not, I will not desert to his foes;

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.” 

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim,

till all the world adore his sacred name.

4. Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John 14:15-21

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH NEEDS

Romans 12:13 says this: "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." These are 
extraordinary times. Hospitality may look different right now, but as the body of Christ, we at Riverwood 
are still called to love each other through service and attention to each other's needs. If you have a need, 
whether financial, physical, spiritual, or emotional, please reach out to your elder or a deacon. Elders will 
continue to reach out to their folds as well. In this way, we can continue to love each other and lift each 
other up. If you aren't sure who to contact, you can also email Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) or Sarah 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

May 17   Ginny Nippert
May 21   Thomas Vander Wal
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