
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.
                           The Apostle Paul  
      Romans 13:1,2

What he writes is especially remarkable when we recall that at that time there were no
Christian authorities (global, regional or local). On the contrary, they were Roman or
Jewish, and were therefore largely unfriendly and even hostile to the church. Yet Paul
regarded them as having been established by God, who required Christians to submit to
them and cooperate with them.
                            John Stott

To be sure, men will abuse and misuse the institution of the State just as men, because
of sin, have abused and misused every other institution in history including the Church
of Jesus Christ; but this does not mean that the institution is bad or that it should be
forsaken. It simply means that men are sinners and rebels in God's world, and this is
the way they behave with good institutions. As a matter of fact, it is because of this very
sin that there must be human government to maintain order in history until the final and
ultimate rule of Jesus Christ is established. Human government is better than anarchy,
and the Christian must recognize the “divine right” of the State.   
                             Richard Halverson

The sin of pride appears most conspicuously in group pride—tribalism, nationalism, 
jingoism, and racism.        
      Karl Menninger
      from Whatever Happened to Sin
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The Seventh Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Robert Thornton

Nancy Allen, piano; Mary Clare Johnson, violin

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE       O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing/All Creatures of Our God and King       arr. C. Duncan     
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from John 4; Acts 4
Pastor:   Jesus said, “…the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers   
   will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
   people to worship him.
All:  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 

truth.”
Pastor:  You, O Lord, make known to me the path of life; 
All:  in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 

forevermore. 
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     111     “This Is My Father’s World”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N

3

SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 82:1-4
1
God has taken his place in the divine council;

    in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:
2“How long will you judge unjustly
    and show partiality to the wicked? 
3
Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;

    maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.
4Rescue the weak and the needy;
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Almighty God, you are enthroned in majesty and splendor, and you judge 
    in righteousness. We confess that we have sinned against you. We have 
    been hasty to pass judgment and are reluctant to show mercy. We confess 
    that we have not secured justice for the weak and fatherless. We have filled 
    our lives with comforts and pleasures while the afflicted and the needy are 
    ignored. Help us, Holy Spirit, to grow to be more and more like our Savior 
    who loved the least of these and befriended the outcast. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 Peter 1
Pastor:   And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each     
    one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 
    knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your 
    forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,
All:  but we were ransomed with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
  lamb without blemish or spot.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     172     “Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY         Saviour, Like a Shepherd       arr. Dianne Pinner
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Colossians 1:15-20
Leader:   What do you believe concerning Jesus Christ?
All:    I believe that: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
   creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
   visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
   authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he
   is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the
   head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from
   the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all
   the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile
   to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by
   the blood of his cross.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS  
    

HYMN:     335     “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 16:35-40
35 36But when it was day, the magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men go.” And the 
jailer reported these words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have sent to let you go. 

37Therefore come out now and go in peace.” But Paul said to them, “They have beaten us 
publicly, uncondemned, men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into prison; and 

38do they now throw us out secretly? No! Let them come themselves and take us out.” The 
police reported these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they heard that 

39they were Roman citizens. So they came and apologized to them. And they took them out 
40and asked them to leave the city. So they went out of the prison and visited Lydia. And 

when they had seen the brothers, they encouraged them and departed.

SERMON:                  “Civil Rights and Wrongs”   Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     420     “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” 

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  …who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems 
  your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who 
  satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 
All:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and 
  wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     642     “Be Thou My Vision” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

SESSION AND DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, May 16, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

The Women's Ministry is offering an 11-week Summer Women's Bible Study on the book 
of Judges. Studies began last week, but it is not too late to join! There are morning and 
evening sessions on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. in the conference room of the 
Admin Building. Workbooks can be obtained from the church office or at the studies. A 
contribution of $10.00 to cover printing costs is appreciated. These studies are designed for 
all ages, and we would love to have high school, college, and all other Riverwood women 
join us. In addition to honing our Bible knowledge and skills, the studies offer a great way 
to get to know and enjoy one another.

There will be no evening services, Covenant Kids Club, or Youth Group meetings tonight. 
Please enjoy this time with your family and friends.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 May 13  No evening activities
 May 20  Covenant Kids Summer Kickoff Party / Jr. & Sr. High Youth
 May 27  No evening activities (Memorial Day weekend)

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

May 17    Ginny Nippert



CHILDREN’S CATECHISM

Children’s Wednesday afternoon catechism classes have concluded for this school year. 
Catechism will resume in the fall.

OFFICER NOMINATIONS

Nominations for church officers are being accepted through today. Nomination forms are 
available in the sanctuary foyer. Please prayerfully consider those God may be calling to 
serve.

RIVERWOOD CLASSICAL SCHOOL SPRING CONCERT

Riverwood Classical School's Spring Art Show and Concert and very first Graduation 
Ceremony will be this Thursday evening, May 17! The Art Show in the Fellowship Hall will 
open at 5:45, the Spring Concert will begin at 6:30 in the Sanctuary, and the Graduation 
Ceremony will begin immediately following the concert. Please join us for a very special 
evening in the history of RCS!

FAMILY SUMMER KICKOFF

Everyone is invited to our annual cookout to kickoff the summer next Sunday, May 20, at 
5:00pm. Hamburgers, hot dogs, and condiments will be provided by the Children's 
Ministry. Please bring a side dish or dessert to share and drinks for your family. This is a 
wonderful time of fellowship and we will have a new version of kickball to play. It is an 
enjoyable event for all ages. We hope to see you there!

BRIDAL GIFT BASKET

There is a gift basket in the foyer for bride-to-be Emily Jones for all who would like to 
contribute a card or gift card to celebrate her upcoming wedding. The basket will be there 
through next Sunday, May 20.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  May 28-June 2: Ridge Haven Camp
  July 2-6: Youth to RYM Florida
  July 9-12: Vacation Bible School
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 13: Kristina Patridge / Heather Henson / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Michael Henry

May 20: Elena Arnold / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Quay Finch / Sumlin Pate

MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through April 2018:
Operating Income:                 $127,786.72
Operating Expense*: $142,478.45
Net Income:                       ($14,691.73)
Designated gifts:                 $11,096.00
Building loan balance:        $924,279.45

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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