REFLECTIONS
Another Sunday is upon us. Our text is from Deuteronomy, “He found him in a
desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness, He led him about, He instructed him, He
kept him as the apple of His eye.”
We all know the name, Death Valley. How many of us have heard of La Palma de la
Mano de Dios? So the Spaniards called the harshest basin of the American desert as they
knew it. The palm of God's hand.
We are found in a desert place.
We are in God's palm.
We are the apple of His eye.
Let us be grateful here, and here rejoice.
John Updike
from A Month of Sundays
Accept suffering with humility. Both suffering and humility will serve you. This apparent
fatalism is actually confidence that life is shaped with divine intention, which will express
itself in ways that can be baffling or alarming but that always bring an insight, pose a
question, or make a demand, to the benefit of those who are alert to the will of God.
Marilynne Robinson
from “Awakening” in The Givenness of Things
...Jesus took away the only kind of suffering that can really destroy you: that is being cast
away from God. He took that so that now all suffering that comes into your life will only
make you great. A lump of coal under pressure becomes a diamond. And the suffering of a
person in Christ only turns you into somebody gorgeous.
Timothy Keller
from Walking With God Through Pain and Suffering
They need not be grief, only pain, these black holes in our lives. If we can learn to live not
merely with them but by means of them, if we can let them be part of the works of sacred
art that we in fact are, then these apparent weaknesses can be the very things that
strengthen us. Life tears us apart, but through those wounds, if we have tended them, love
may enter us.
Christian Wiman
American Poet
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Fourth Sunday of Easter
Leaders In Worship: Rev. Chandler Rowlen, Assisting Elder Allen Powers
Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Great Is Thy Faithfulness
arr. Cindy Berry
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 105:1-4; 106:1
Leader:
O give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
People:
Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name.
Leader:
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!
People:
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
Leader:
O come, let us sing to the Lord. Come! Let us worship!
HYMN OF PRAISE:

12

“Exalt the Lord, His Praise Proclaim”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 43:18-25
“Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 19Behold, I am doing a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
20
the desert. The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give water in the
21
wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the people whom I formed for
22
myself that they might declare my praise. Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have
been weary of me, O Israel! 23You have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored
me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you with offerings, or wearied you with frankincense.
24
You have not bought me sweet cane with money, or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices.
25
But you have burdened me with your sins; you have wearied me with your iniquities. I, I am he
who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.
18

Leader:
All:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Lord, you have called us out of darkness and given us light. You have given us a new life of
forgiveness and strength through Christ's death and resurrection. You have given us your
Church, the fellowship of believers. You have given us your constant presence through your
Holy Spirit. You gave us hope, the rich hope of future resurrection. You have given us
everything necessary for our good, both here and forever.
Yet, Lord, still we are often suspicious of your goodness. We struggle with sin when times are
good. We struggle to believe your promises in the middle of difficulty, loss and suffering. We
struggle to honestly pour out our pain and weakness to you and to find our comfort in you. We
struggle to believe there is happiness in sacrificing ourselves for others.
Forgive us Lord through the wondrous work of Christ. In him alone we can continue to stand
before you as sons and daughters accepted and beloved even though we have failed in so many
ways. Forgive us, Lord, and renew us through the resurrection of Christ to live out our new life
in Christ alone.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul
and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful;
he will surely do it.
Pastor:

His peace will come to everyone whose trust is in the Lord.
May the Peace of God be with you always.
And also with you.

All:
HYMN:

699

“Like a River Glorious”
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COMMITMENT
OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
Presentation of tithes & offerings

arr. Mary McDonald

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:
Christian, what do you believe?
People:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:
4

655

“O Safe to the Rock That Is Higher Than I”

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Mark 4:35-41
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other
side.” 36And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. And
37
other boats were with him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking
38
into the boat, so that the boat was already filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the
cushion. And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are
perishing?” 39And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”
And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you so
41
afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they were filled with great fear and said to one
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
35

SERMON:

“Jesus Stills the Storm”

Rev. Chandler Rowlen

SERMON NOTES
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COMMUNION
HYMN:

172

“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” vs. 1-3

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Pastor:
Lift up your hearts.
People:
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Pastor:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Pastor:
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Pastor:
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:
The gifts of God are for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

172

“Let Us Love and Sing and Wonder” vs. 4-5

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:

6

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

There will be no afternoon or evening activities tonight. Please enjoy this time with your
family and friends.
May 12
May 19
May 26

SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
No evening activities
Covenant Kids Summer Kickoff
Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
May 12 Jennifer Tullidge
May 17 Ginny Nippert
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30
SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING
The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, May 15, at 6:30pm in the
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.
COVENANT KIDS SUMMER KICKOFF
The end of the school year bash is planned for next Sunday, May 19 on Tina and Jeremy
Jones’s property starting at 4:00pm. Hot dogs and condiments will be provided. Bring buns
and drinks for your family and a side dish or dessert to share. This will be in the woods by
water. It is a primitive camp area.
OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON
May 27-June 1: Ridge Haven Camp
July 8-11: Vacation Bible School
THANK YOU
“Thank you so much for blessing The Wings of Grace Center with your recent financial
donation from the deacon’s fund! We will use it to purchase food for our clients.”
-Mrs. Terri Hibbard, director and Mr. & Mrs. Bruce DeHaan, volunteers
7

S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – led by elders
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
May 12: Lynn Tootle / Lorrie Pate / Kristen Hancock & Sumlin Pate / Daniel Page
May 19: Michelle Moss / Darla Cook / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Kathy Gilbert
MAY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Bruce DeHaan
Clean Up: Ed Kidder

FINANCIAL REPORT
Through April 2019:
Operating Income:
$135,750.26
Operating Expense*:
$133,057.95
Net Income:
$2,692.31
Designated gifts:
$31,151.52
Building loan balance:
$842,408.76
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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