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Fifth Sunday of Easter
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Joann Williams, piano

REFLECTIONS:
If God can bring blessing from the broken body of Jesus and glory from something that's as obscene as the 
cross, He can bring blessing from my problems and my pain and my unanswered prayer. I just have to trust 
Him.  
     Anne Graham Lotz

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those whose 
heart is blameless toward him.
     2 Chronicles 16:9

The authority by which the Christian leader leads is not power but love, not force but example, not 
coercion but reasoned persuasion. Leaders have power, but power is safe only in the hands of those who 
humble themselves to serve.  
     John Stott

Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have founded empires. But on what did we rest the creations of our 
genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded his empire upon love; and at this hour millions of men would die 
for him.  
     Quote attributed to Napoleon Bonaparte

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 104; 2 Corinthians 4:6
Pastor:  Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are very great!
All:  You are clothed with splendor and majesty, covering yourself with light as with a garment, 
  stretching out the heavens like a tent.
Pastor:  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light 
  of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
All:  I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
Pastor:  Bless the LORD, O my soul!



HYMN:     164     “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,
the glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace.

2. My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim,
to spread through all the earth abroad the honors of thy name.

3. Jesus, the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease;
‘tis music in the sinner’s ears, ‘tis life and health and peace.

4. He breaks the pow’r of reigning sin, he sets the pris’ner free;
his blood can make the foulest clean, his blood availed for me.

5. He speaks and, list’ning to his voice, new life the dead receive;
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice; the humble poor believe.

6. Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, your loosen’d tongues employ;
ye blind, behold your Savior come; and leap, ye lame, for joy.

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Peter 5:1-11
1So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a 

2partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 

3 4eagerly; not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the 
5chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be 

subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes 
6the proud but gives grace to the humble.” Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God 

7so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 
8Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

9someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
10experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 
11strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Heavenly Father, we confess that we don't like to submit, to be subject to people you have placed in 
our lives, civil authorities, employers, parents, spouses, fellow believers, or our church leaders. We 
acknowledge that our struggle is often evidence of our unwillingness to submit to you. Please forgive 
us. We confess that when we are in positions of leadership, we often seek the submission of others for 
selfish and prideful reasons. This also is a sign of our lack of submission to you. Have mercy on us. 
Through your Holy Spirit, humble us and enable us to cast our fears and anxieties on you. Protect us 
from our adversary who seeks to devour us, to turn our hearts away from you. When we suffer, restore 
us. Strengthen us through your grace. Establish us in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from John 3:16-18a
Pastor:   Hear the good news! God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever 
    believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into 
    the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
    Whoever believes in him is not condemned. Through faith in the Son of God, your sins 
    are forgiven and you no longer stand condemned. The peace of Christ be with you all. 

HYMN:     “Amazing Love”

1. My Lord, what love is this that pays so dearly;
That I, the guilty one, may go free?

Chorus:
Amazing love, O what sacrifice,
The Son of God giv’n for me;

My debt He pays and my death He dies,
That I might live, that I might live.

2. And so they watched Him die, despised, rejected;
But, O the blood He shed flowed for me. (Chorus)

3. And now this love of Christ shall flow like rivers;
Come wash your guilt away, live again. (Chorus)

Words and music by Graham Kendrick
©1989 Make Way Music; CCLI license #11239744

OFFERING:
*Remember to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings using the link to online giving or sending checks to 
the church's mailing address.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: from Philippians 2:6-11

Leader: Whom do we worship as our Lord and King?
People:  We worship Jesus Christ as our Lord and King, “Who, being in very nature God, did 

not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – even death 
on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     599     “Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

1. Savior, like a shepherd lead us, much we need thy tender care;
in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our use thy folds prepare:
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are;
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast bought us, thine we are.

2. We are thine; do thou befriend us, be the guardian of our way;
keep thy flock, from sin defend us, seek us when we go astray:

blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray;
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, hear, O hear us when we pray.

3. Thou hast promised to receive us, poor and sinful though we be;
thou hast mercy to relieve us, grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free:

blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, let us early turn to thee;
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, let us early turn to thee.

4. Early let us seek thy favor; early let us do thy will;
blessed Lord and only Savior, with thy love our bosoms fill:
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast loved us, love us still;
blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, thou hast loved us, love us still.



Nehemiah 7:1-4SCRIPTURE: 
1Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and the 

2Levites had been appointed, I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of the castle charge 
3over Jerusalem, for he was a more faithful and God-fearing man than many. And I said to them, “Let not 

the gates of Jerusalem be opened until the sun is hot. And while they are still standing guard, let them 
shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards from among the inhabitants of Jerusalem, some at their guard 

4posts and some in front of their own homes.” The city was wide and large, but the people within it were 
few, and no houses had been rebuilt.

SERMON:                          “Qualified to Lead”        Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     453     “All Authority and Power” 

1. All authority and power, ev’ry status and domain,
now belongs to him who suffered our redeption to obtain;
angels, demons, kings and rulers, over all shall Jesus reign!

2. All the nations owe him worship, ev’ry tongue shall call him Lord;
how are men to call upon him if his name they have not heard?

Therefore go and make disciples, preach his gospel, spread his word.

3. All the clear commands of Jesus must be heeded and obeyed;
full provision for our weakness in his teaching he has made;

in the Gospel words and symbols, saving truth to us conveyed.

4. All the time he will be with us, always, to the end of days,
with his own believing people, who keep steadfast in his ways;

God the Father, Son, and Spirit, bless us, and to him the praise!

CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-14

ONLINE GIVING

Please maintain your financial support of our church while we are unable to worship together in person. 
In order for you to worship through the giving of tithes and offerings, you may give to Riverwood online 
through the link on the church website. Please note: 

1. You may give directly from your bank account or by credit card. There is no charge for bank 
account donations. The credit card option will charge Riverwood a 2.5-3.5% processing fee.

2. Donations are tax-deductible, and you will receive a giving statement directly from the PCA 
Foundation. Online donations will not appear on your year-end giving statement from Riverwood.

3. There is an optional place to leave a "note." You may use this box as you would the memo line of a 
check if you need to designate giving (deacon's fund, specific missionary, etc.).

You may also mail a check to the church (501 Rice Valley Rd. North, Tuscaloosa, AL 35406). If you have 
any questions, please email Sarah Vander Wal (secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

PLEASE REACH OUT WITH NEEDS

Romans 12:13 says this: "Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality." These are 
extraordinary times. Hospitality may look different right now, but as the body of Christ, we at Riverwood 
are still called to love each other through service and attention to each other's needs. If you have a need, 
whether financial, physical, spiritual, or emotional, please reach out to your elder or a deacon. Elders will 
continue to reach out to their folds as well. In this way, we can continue to love each other and lift each 
other up. If you aren't sure who to contact, you can also email Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org) or Sarah 
(secretary@riverwoodchurch.org).

UPCOMING CHANGES AT RIVERWOOD

As guidelines for social distancing are slowly changing, we have set a target date of May 17 for offering on 
site, corporate worship services in addition to the livestream. We will have several plans in place to allow 
us flexibility in adjusting to ever changing governmental regulations and will pass along the details of 
those plans to you once they are finalized. Until that target date, we will continue to offer the livestream 
service only and we encourage you to participate in your homes.

May 10   Heather Crawford
May 11   James Urban
May 11   Monica Urban
May 12   Jennifer Tullidge
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