
We must not think of God as the highest in an ascending order of beings, starting with 
the single cell, and going on up from the fish to the bird to the animal to man to angel to 
cherub to God. God is as high above an archangel as above a caterpillar, for the gulf that 
separates the archangel from the caterpillar is but finite, while the gulf between God and 
the archangel is infinite.
      A. W. Tozer
      from Knowledge of the Holy

When the Bible says that Christ is God, it does not ask us to forget a single thing that it 
has said about the stupendous majesty of God. No, it asks us to remember every one of 
those things in order that we may apply them all to Jesus Christ.
      J. Gresham Machen

We do not speak for Christ because we do not so love his name that we cannot bear to see 
it unacknowledged and unadorned. If only our eyes were opened to see his glory, and if 
only we felt wounded by the shame of his public humiliation among men, we should not 
be able to remain silent. Rather, we would echo the apostles’ words: “we cannot but speak 
of what we have seen and heard.”
      John Stott

R E F L E C T I O N S
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First Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Allen Powers

Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME 
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E
CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 9
Pastor:  The LORD sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice, 

and he judges the world with righteousness; 
  he judges the people with uprightness.
All:  The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
  a stronghold in times of trouble. 
Pastor:  And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
  for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you.
All:  Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in Zion!
Pastor:  Tell his deeds among the peoples! Come, let us worship!
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HYMN:     45     “Now unto Jehovah, Ye Sons of the Mighty”

Now unto Jehovah, ye sons of the mighty,
all glory and strength and dominion accord;
ascribe to him glory, and render him honor.

In beauty of holiness worship the Lord,
in beauty of holiness worship the Lord.

The voice of Jehovah comes down on the waters;
in thunder the God of the glory draws nigh.
Lo, over the waves of the wide-flowing waters

Jehovah as King is enthroned on high!
Jehovah as King is enthroned on high!

The voice of Jehovah is mighty, is mighty;
the voice of Jehovah in majesty speaks:

the voice of Jehovah the cedars is breaking;
Jehovah the cedars of Lebanon breaks,
Jehovah the cedars of Lebanon breaks.

Each one in His temple His glory proclaimeth.
He sat on the flood; he is King on his throne.
Jehovah all strength to his people imparteth;

Jehovah with peace ever blesseth his own,
Jehovah with peace ever blesseth his own.  

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

P R A I S E
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C O N F E S S I O N

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: based on Daniel 9
All:  O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast 
  love with those who love you and keep your commandments, we are 
  embarrassed to come before you, for we have preferred the ways of this 
  world to your ways. We have rebelled against your wisdom and turned 
  aside from your commands. To you belongs righteousness, O Lord, and 

to us open shame. O Lord, great God, all holy and most gracious, filled 
with mercy and steadfast love, incline your ear to our prayers. Hear us 
when we pour out our sorrows before you. Forgive us, not on the ground 
of our own righteousness, but on the ground of your great mercy. 
Remember the gift of your Son, Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we 
pray, for he is our Savior, the Keeper and Mediator of the covenant of 
grace. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING: Romans 1:15-25
15 16 So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.  For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 

17
first and also to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for 
faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
19

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  For what can 
20

be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.  For his 
invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 

21are without excuse.  For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

22 23
darkened.  Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  and exchanged the glory of the 
immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.

24
 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring 

25
of their bodies among themselves,  because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen.



G O S P E L A S S U R A N C E

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 John 4:7-10
Pastor:  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 
  has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not 
  know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest 
  among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live 
  through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 
  us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. By God's grace, 
  through faith Jesus Christ, your sins have been atoned for and you are 
  forgiven. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “Before the Throne of God Above”

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea,
a great High Priest whose name is “Love,” who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on His hands, my name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heav’n He stands,

No tongue can bid me thence depart, no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look and see Him there, who made an end to all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the just, is satisfied,

to look on Him and pardon me, to look on Him and pardon me.

Behold Him there, the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM, the King of Glory and of grace!

One with Himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by His blood!
My life is hid with Christ on high,

with Christ my Savior and my God, with Christ my Savior and my God.

Words by Charitie Bancroft; Music by Vikki Cook
©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship/ASCAP; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  from Philippians 2:6-11
Leader:  Whom do we worship as our Lord and King?
People:  We worship Jesus Christ as our Lord and King, “Who, being in very 

nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death – even death on a cross! Therefore 
God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”

Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. 
Amen, amen.
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     337     “O Spirit of the Living God” 

O Spirit of the living God, 
in all thy plenitude of grace,

where-e’er the foot of man hath trod, 
descend on our apostate race.

Give tongues of fire and hearts of love 
to preach the reconciling word;

give pow’r and unction from above, 
when-e’er the joyful sound is heard.

Be darkness, at thy coming, light; 
confusion, order in thy path;

souls without strength inspire with might; 
bid mercy triumph over wrath.

O Spirit of the Lord, prepare 
all the round earth her God to meet;
breathe thou abroad like morning air, 

till hearts of stone begin to beat.    

Baptize the nations; far and nigh
the triumphs of the cross record;

the name of Jesus glorify,
till every kindred call him Lord.

God from eternity hath willed
all flesh shall his salvation see:
so be the Father’s love fulfilled,

the Savior’s sufferings crowned through thee. .

7
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R E A D I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 6

1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
2up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.  Above him stood the seraphim. Each had 

six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he 
3

flew.  And one called to another and said:

 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”
4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the 

5house was filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the 

 
King, the Lord of hosts!”

6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had 
7taken with tongs from the altar.  And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

8
 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

9Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
  “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’

 10
 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; 

 lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
 

 and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.”

11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
 “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, 

 12
 and the land is a desolate waste,  and the Lord removes people far away, 

 
 and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land.
 13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, 
 like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” 

The holy seed is its stump.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.
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P R E A C H I N G O F T H E W O R D

SERMON:                                    “The Impact of God’s Glory”                   Rev. Jeff Pate

1. God confronts us with his glory.

2. God cleanses us by his grace.

3. God calls and commissions his people to seemingly impossible tasks.

4. God keeps his promises.
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:       100     “Holy, Holy, Holy!” st. 1-2

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;

cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.

RESPONSIVE READING & WORDS OF INSTITUTION: Revelation 1:4b-7
Pastor:  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus 
Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of 
kings on earth. 

All:  To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and 
made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Pastor:  Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, and all 
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:     100     “Holy, Holy, Holy!” st. 3-4

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,

only thou art holy; there is none beside thee
perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity.

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea.

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!
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B E N E D I C T I O N 
BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

                                                              

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

RIVERWOOD PRAYER FOR 2022
Almighty God, fill us with the knowledge of your will that we may walk in a manner 

worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. Holy Spirit, strengthen us with all power, according 

to your glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy that we may constantly give 
thanks to our Heavenly Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in light. We ask this in Jesus’s name. Amen.

THREE WAYS YOU CAN HELP SUPPORT RPC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

1.  We feed approximately 45 snacks a week to our children through Catechism and 
Covenant Kid's Club.  We need individual wrapped snacks (no peanuts please) and 
individual drink boxes (e.g. capri sun/kool aid).  You can leave the items in the foyer of 
the Sanctuary or the church office.

2. Volunteers are needed for April 9th Children's Event -  "Walking with Christ''.  This 
event will be held from 9:00am-12:00.  If you can help,  please contact Joann Williams. 

3.  Easter Baskets for Wings of Grace.  The children of Riverwood will once again be 
filling Easter baskets for Wings of Grace.  We need the following items - stuffed 
animals, toys, candy,  grass, and baskets. A box will be placed in the foyer of the 
Sanctuary for these items.



 LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1,2,9-16; Romans 10:8-13; Luke 4:1-13

COVENANT KIDS CLUB

Covenant Kids Club will meet at the church tonight from 5:30 - 7pm for an evening filled 
with music, study in God’s Word, food, and fun.

 
YOUTH GROUP 

The Riverwood youth meet each Sunday evening here at the church from 5:30-7 pm. 
Zac is currently leading a study through the book of Galatians. 

Eli and Gracen always have a game ready to get things started. Come and join us!

ATTN:  RIDGE HAVEN CAMPERS (rising 3rd through 9th grades)
February 15th is the last day to register for camp and receive the early bird discount. The 
dates that Riverwood will transport campers to Ridge Haven will be May 30th - June 4th. 
Please sign up on Ridge Haven’s website (ridgehaven.org). There is no group code. Please 
email Joann and let her know that you will be attending (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org).

HOMELESS CONNECT WITH LOVE INC
You can make a difference in our local homeless community on April 30. For more 

information go to www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/

A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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Through February 2022
Operating Income:              $60,318.97
Operating Expense*:     $70,533.92
Net Income:                    ($10,214.95)
Designated gifts:       $16,992.88
Building loan balance:     $714,581.54

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  March 27 Churchwide Fellowship meal (evening)
  April 1  Trivium Trot 5K (RCS fundraiser)
  April 2  Churchwide Workday (8 am)
  April 9  Riverwood Kids Event (9 am)

BIRTHDAYS

March 6 David & Claire Barnes
March 8 Katie Gill
March 8 Tindol Pate
March 12 Jake Sheppard

http://www.loveinctuscaloosa.com/homeless-connect/550-2/
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