
    

There it was on tables of stone that the finger of God operated; here it was on the hearts of 
men. There it was outwardly that the law was registered, so that the unrighteous were 
terrified by it; here it was inwardly given, so that we might be justified by it.
      Augustine

The center of God's kingdom is not a building…, but a person, Jesus Christ. He is and ever 
will be the foundation of our faith and the object of our worship, as He has brought a new 
covenant into existence by the priestly shedding of His blood. As we remember His death, 
we find ourselves… weeping for the cruel fate that befell Him, and yet rejoicing in the 
purchase of our redemption.
      Owen Strachan

The sum of all is – the death and bloodshedding of Jesus Christ has wrought, and does 
effectually procure, for all those that are concerned in it, eternal redemption, consisting in 
grace here and glory hereafter.
      John Owen

As prophet [Jesus] meets the problem of man's ignorance, supplying him with knowledge. 
As priest he meets the problem of man's guilt, supplying him with righteousness. As king 
he meets the problem of man's weakness and dependence, supplying him with power and 
protection.
       J. B. Green

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Palm Sunday
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince, Mr. Joe Marchetti

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 24
Pastor:   The earth is the LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who   
   dwell therein, for he has founded it upon the seas and established it upon     
   the rivers.
All:  Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the 
  King of glory may come in.
Pastor:  Who is the King of glory?
All:  The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!
Pastor:  As Jesus entered Jerusalem, the crowds that went before him and that     
  followed him were shouting,
All:  “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name     
  of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     311     “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N

3

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 15:1-6
1
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am 

2your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you 
3give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And 

Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will 
4

be my heir.” And behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This man shall not be your 
5

heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 

6him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 
righteousness.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:   Almighty God, the heavens declare your glory and Holy Scripture reveals 
    your power and authority. You, who are without beginning or end, have 
    loved us with an everlasting love and sent your own Son for our salvation. 
    We confess that we have sinned against you in our rebellious thoughts and 
    actions. Please have mercy on us and forgive our sins. We also confess that 
    we often live in fear, forgetting that you are our shield and our reward. 
    Where we struggle with doubt and fear, give us faith. In our weakness, be 
    our strength. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Prophet, Priest, 
    and King. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Romans 1 & 3
Pastor:   Lift your heads and hearts and hear the good news! The gospel is the power 
    of God to salvation to everyone who believes. For in it the righteousness of 
    God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live 
    by faith.”
All:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified by his 
  grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God 
  put forward as a propitiation by his blood to be received by faith.
Pastor:  In the gospel, God revealed his righteousness so that he might be just and      
  the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. The peace of Christ be with     
  you all.
People:  And also with you.

HYMN:     455     “And Can It Be That I Should Gain” st. 1-3 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY

Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
from The Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions and Answers 21, 23, & 26

Leader:   Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?
People:  The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the 
   eternal Son of God became man, and so was and continues to be God and 
   man, in two distinct natures and one person for ever.
Leader:  What offices does Christ fill as our Redeemer?
People:  Christ as our Redeemer fills the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a 
  king, in his states both of humiliation and exaltation.
Leader:  How does Christ fill the office of a king?
People:  Christ fills the office of a king in making us his willing subjects, in ruling
  and defending us, and in restraining and conquering all his and our 
  enemies.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     363     “We Gather Together” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 2 Corinthians 3:4-18
4 5Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in 

6
ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us 
sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, 

7but the Spirit gives life. Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such 
glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face because of its glory, which was being brought to 

8 9an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there was glory in the 
10

ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. Indeed, in this 
case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that surpasses it. 
11For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have 

12 13
glory. Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over his 

14
face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. But 
their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that same veil remains 

15
unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read a veil 

16 17lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the 
18Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with unveiled face, 

beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of 
glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

SERMON:              “The King’s Glorious Gift”      Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     425     “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken”

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Pastor:   O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
People:   Have mercy on us.
Pastor:   O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
People:   Grant us your peace.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God are for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     455     “And Can It Be That I Should Gain” st. 4, 5 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4   
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR PALM SUNDAY

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 14:1-15:47

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Choir rehearsal is in the sanctuary tonight at 5:00pm. Covenant Kids Club meets at 
4:30pm. Youth Groups also meet tonight (see detailed announcements below).
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 March 25 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
 April 1  No Evening Activities (Easter)
 April 8  Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
 April 15     Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Junior Highs (grades 6 through 8) will join each other this evening from 4:30 to 6:10 
in the Barn for CRISSCROSS, some incredible singing, and our continued BIBLE 101 
study. Come and join us, won't you? We guarantee a great time or your money back!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Senior Highs (grades 9 through 12) are going military tonight from 5:40 to 7:45 with 
our first outside game of the spring – TANKS!  (you're welcome) – no, no – that's the 
name of the game – TANKS! ...anyway...we've also got a wonderful worship time planned 
followed by a discussion of the rest of John 19 focusing on the burial of Jesus. Don't miss 
it!

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

March 26   Audrey Vermilyea
March 26   Stephen Waldrep
March 27   Linda Graham
March 28   Tammy Bell
March 28   Vielyana Kim
March 31   George Norris



MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE

This Thursday, March 29, at 6:00pm, Riverwood Church will worship at our traditional 
Maundy Thursday Communion service. The service remembers the night the Lord was 
betrayed and met with His disciples and instituted Holy Communion. Join us in worship as 
we remember and anticipate the great celebration of Easter and the Resurrection.

FAMILY EASTER CELEBRATION - MARCH 31, 10:00AM-1:00PM

All families are welcome to join us for the Family Easter Celebration. We will begin at 10:00 
with crafts for children 12 and under and filling Easter Baskets for Wings of Grace. There 
will be music and The Easter Story. Lunch will be provided. At 12:30, an Easter Egg Hunt 
for children 6 and under will be held. The older children will be hiding the eggs. 

SUNRISE SERVICE

Why not start your celebration of Resurrection Day like the women who visited Jesus's tomb 
"around dawn"?! There will be a sunrise service Easter morning outside the Fellowship Hall 
beginning at 6:30 a.m. with doughnuts and coffee following. 

JOINT SUNDAY SCHOOL NEXT WEEK

The youth and adult Sunday School classes will meet together next Sunday, April 1, in the 
Fellowship Hall for a special Easter lesson.

COMMUNICANTS’ CLASS

A communicants' class will be offered during Sunday school beginning on April 8. Any 
interested children are welcome to come and participate as Pastor Jeff spends several weeks 
walking through the primary tenets of the faith with a focus on personal faith in Jesus 
Christ as Savior and Lord. Parents are welcome, but not required, to attend with their child.

RCS TRIVIUM TROT

Riverwood Classical School is having their 7th Annual Trivium Trot Friday, April 13. Please 
come out and support the school at this fun event!

OTHER EVENTS COMING SOON

 Friday, April 6, 7:00pm: Jammin Night
 Wednesday, April 11, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Saturday, April 14: Crafts Market to benefit Ridge Haven campers
 Sunday, April 15, 2:00pm: Baby Shower for April Henry
 Sunday, April 29: Dinner on the Grounds
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
March 25: Lynn Tootle / Lisa Kidder / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Daniel Page

April 1: Aaron Powers / Kathy Gilbert / Ginny Nippert & Olivia Staggs / Bob DeWitt

MARCH DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through February 2018:
Operating Income:                   $57,817.37
Operating Expense*:   $67,628.82
Net Income:                         ($9,811.45)
Designated gifts:                   $3,025.00
Building loan balance:        $936,256.88

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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