
We are told to let our light shine, and if it does, we won't need to tell anybody it does.
Lighthouses don't fire cannons to call attention to their shining – they just shine.

   Dwight L. Moody

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; 
only love can do that.

    Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Spirit awakens our dead hearts and opens our blind eyes to see Jesus! Amazingly, when 
the Spirit works in our hearts to bring us salvation, his central purpose is to show us the 
beauty and glory of Jesus, not himself. Although the Spirit plays this crucial role in our 
salvation, and even more of a role in our ongoing sanctification, nonetheless, his goal is to 
open our eyes to behold the wonder and glory of Christ.
                 Bruce Ware

The sex act is a religious act & when it occurs without God it is a mock act or at best an 
empty act. Proust is right that only a love which does not satisfy can continue. Two people 
can remain "in love" – a phrase made useless by… romanticism only if their common desire 
for each other unites in a greater desire for God – i.e. they do not become satisfied but 
more desirous together of the supernatural love in union with God.                
      Flannery O'Connor
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Third Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Isaiah 60 & John 8
Pastor:   Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
All:  For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
  and thick darkness the peoples;
Pastor:  but the Lord will arise upon you, 
  and his glory will be seen upon you.
All:  Our Savior declared that he is the light of the world and whoever follows 
  him will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
Pastor:   Let us come as followers of Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 
  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     64     “God, the Lord, a King Remaineth”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 119:105-112
105 106Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. I have sworn an oath and 

107confirmed it, to keep your righteous rules. I am severely afflicted; give me life, O Lord, 
108according to your word! Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O Lord, and teach me your 

109 110rules. I hold my life in my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. The wicked 
111have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray from your precepts. Your testimonies are my 

112heritage forever, for they are the joy of my heart. I incline my heart to perform your 
statutes forever, to the end.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Everlasting Father, thank you for blessing us with your eternal word through which we 
know you and your will for us. We profess that it is true and gives light to our path, but 
we also confess that we are still drawn to the darkness and ignore your good commands 
for us. Please forgive us. Help us to love your word, to meditate on your word and to be 
guided by your word. Holy Spirit, as you inspired those who wrote, now work in us that 
we may respond to it with obedience, worship and joy. In Christ's name we pray, amen.�

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Ephesians 2
Pastor:   Hear the good news. At one time, you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
    in which you once walked, carrying out the desires of the body and the 
    mind, and were by nature children of wrath like the rest of mankind.
All:  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he   
  loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
  with Christ—
Pastor:  By grace you have been saved.
All:  —and raised us up together with him and seated us in the heavenly places 
  in Christ Jesus.
Pastor:  In Christ, your sins are forgiven. In Christ, you have been raised to new     
  life. The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “Hope of the World” (lyrics on the next page)
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1. Hope of the world, thou Christ of great compassion, 
speak to our fearful hearts by conflict rent.

Save us, thy people, from consuming passion,
who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.

2. Hope of the world, God’s gift from highest heaven,
bringing to hungry souls the bread of life,

still let thy Spirit unto us be given
to heal earth’s wounds and end her bitter strife.

3. Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
from death and dark despair, from sin and guilt;

we render back the love thy mercy gave us;
take thou our lives, and use them as thou wilt.

4. Hope of the world, O Christ o’er death victorious,
who by this sign didst conquer grief and pain,

we would be faithful to thy gospel glorious:
Thou art our Lord! Thou dost forever reign!

PRAYER & OFFERTORY       
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Leader:  Who is Jesus?
All:  God the Father declared that Jesus is his Son, with whom he was well 
  pleased. John declared that Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
  sins of the world. By his own declaration, Jesus identified himself as the 
  Bread of life, the Light of the world, the Door, the Good Shepherd, the 
  Resurrection, the Way, the Truth, the Life, and the True Vine. It is only 
  through our union with him by faith that we are saved and have abundant 
  and eternal life.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Light of God” st. 1-3 (lyrics on page 6)

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 5:1-14
1 2Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 

3
himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all impurity 

4or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no 
filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 

5
thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or 

6who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let 
no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon 

7 8
the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were 

9darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is 
10

found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 
11 12
Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful 

13even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it 
14

becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades.
All:  But the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                 “Children of Light”                   Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     “Light of God” st. 4 (lyrics on page 6)

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     598     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N
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Please join us today for a lasagna dinner immediately following the worship service. The 
dinner will be served by the children attending Ridge Haven this summer. Donations of 
any amount are accepted to defray the costs of transportation and camp fees. Covenant 
Kids Club and Youth Groups meet tonight at 5:30pm.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 March 24   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 March 31   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 April 7    Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. Light of God, come dwell within Your people
as intended from the dawn of time.

Make Your goodness, echoed through creation,
our desire, joy of the Divine.

Chorus:
Holy Spirit, break through our darkness;
Holy Spirit, breathe through our lives.

Light of God, come, radiant and glorious,
Perfect wisdom in this world today.

2. Light of God, come to Your fallen people,
as we follow in the steps of Christ.

May Your fragrance beautify Your people,
as we mirror our Creator’s light. (Chorus)

3. Light of God, come claim Christ’s stolen glory;
burn the shadows with the flame of truth.

May Your church rise, stars within the darkness,
giving glory to the Lord of Light. (Chorus)

4. Light Divine, come, Father of all beauty,
Son of goodness, Spirit of all truth.

Move us, use us, people of Your vision,
as we wait for our returning King. (Chorus)

Words and music by Keith and Kristyn Getty
©2008 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

L I G H T  O F  G O D



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35

EVENTS THIS WEEK

 Wednesday, March 27, 10:00am: Women’s Bible Study (Administration Building)
 Wednesday, March 27, 3:30pm: Catechism
 Wednesday, March 27, 6:00pm: Women’s Bible Study (Lori Turner’s home)

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Next Sunday, March 31, all 
cash and designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

EASTER BASKETS FOR WINGS OF GRACE

During the Family Easter Celebration on April 20, the children will be filling 45 Easter 
baskets to be given to children at Wings of Grace. We have the baskets and the grass. We 
need candy, snack foods, and small toys/stuffed animals to place in the baskets. There is a 
box in the foyer of the Sanctuary to collect these items. You may also bring the items to 
Joann's office. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Friday, April 5, 6:30pm: RCS Trivium Trot 5k at the Buddy Powell Pavilion
 Friday & Saturday, April 12-13: Youth Retreat
 Saturday, April 13: Church and School Work Day
 Saturday, April 13, 8:00am: RCS Plant Sale
 Thursday, April 18, 6:00pm: Maundy Thursday service
 Saturday, April 20, 9:00am-12:30pm: Family Easter Celebration
 Thursday, April 25: Spirit Night at Pyro’s Pizza (Ridge Haven fundraiser)
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

March 26   Audrey Vermilyea
March 26   Stephen Waldrep
March 27   Linda Graham
March 28   Tammy Bell
March 28   Vielyana Kim



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
March 24: Michelle Moss / Heather Henson / Meg Sigmon & Caleigh Henson / James Urban

March 31: Michael Henry / Kristen Hancock / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Daniel Kidder

MARCH DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T

8

Through February 2019:
Operating Income:                    $57,618.12
Operating Expense*:    $61,788.74
Net Income:                          ($4,170.62)
Designated gifts:                    $5,560.00
Building loan balance:         $853,456.21

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment


	1: Reflections
	2: Praise
	3: Confession
	4: Commitment
	5: Preaching of the Word
	6: Evening/Announcements
	7: Announcements
	8: Sunday School/Financial Report

