
    

God doesn't need our good works but our neighbor does. 
      Martin Luther

The ordinary tasks of a congregation — setting up chairs, passing out bulletins, serving on 
committees, organizing fellowship dinners, teaching Sunday school, visiting shut-ins, 
making small talk over coffee after the service — may seem utterly mundane, but they are 
concrete manifestations by which members express their love for each other. Indeed, they 
are embodiments of the communion of the saints.  
      Gene Edward Veith

But it is also true that whether our vocations are as butchers, bakers, or candlesticks 
makers—or people drawn into the worlds of business or law, agriculture or education, 
architecture or construction, journalism or international development, health care or the 
arts—in our own different ways we are responsible, for love's sake, for the way the world is 
and ought to be. We are called to be common grace for the common good.
      Steven Garber

Our mission does not end at the threshold of the church door, nor is it limited to matters 
the world calls “religious.” All of culture is our domain, all enterprises are of our interest, 
and all that is beautiful is ours to enjoy and cultivate. All that is here he is head over. 
Therefore, we have a right to be concerned for it and to bring it under the lordship of him 
for whom it was created and for whose glory it is designed.
      Bryan Chapell

R E F L E C T I O N S
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Bob Prince

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE      Hallelujah, What a Savior     Bliss, arr. Mark Hayes
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 145
Pastor:   I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
All:  Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
Pastor:  Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
  and his greatness is unsearchable.
All:  The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in        
  steadfast love. The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he 
  has made.
Pastor:  May our mouths speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his     
  holy name forever and ever. Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     21     “Sing Praise to the Lord!”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N

3

SCRIPTURE READING: Genesis 4:1-7
1
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a 

2man with the help of the Lord.” And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a 
3keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to 

4
the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of 

5
his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but 

6
for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The 

7Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will 
you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is 
contrary to you, but you must rule over it.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:   Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our 
    shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we 
    have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in 
    forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and 
    sorry for all we have done to displease you. Forgive our sins, and help us to 
    live in your light and walk in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
    Savior. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 9
Pastor:   Hear the words of the assurance of our forgiveness and salvation. Christ has 
    entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true 
    things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
    behalf…
People:  …he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the 
  sacrifice of himself. 
Pastor:  And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes 
  judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
  appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly 
  waiting for him. The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:  And also with you.

HYMN:     324     “Christ Is Coming!” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY   I Know Whom I Have Believed         McGranaham, arr. Larson
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
The Apostles’ Creed

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,
  creator of heaven and earth.

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit

  and born of the virgin Mary.
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried;
  he descended to hell.

  The third day he rose again from the dead.
  He ascended to heaven

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,
  the holy catholic church,

  the communion of saints,
  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,
  and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     335     “Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
1 2Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when 

3
you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I want you to 
understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can 

4say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 
5 6
and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is 

7the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
8

for the common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
9

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
10Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 
11

to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually as he wills.

SERMON:            “Divinely Empowered for the Common Good”  Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     420     “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:   Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Pastor:   O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
People:   Have mercy on us.
Pastor:   O Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.
People:   Grant us your peace.
Pastor:   Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:   Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Pastor:   The gifts of God are for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     339     “For Your Gift of God the Spirit” to the tune of All the Way (lyrics on page 6)

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4   
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Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary tonight at 5:00pm for a time of evening 
worship. Covenant Kids Club meets at 4:30pm. Youth Groups also meet tonight (see 
detailed announcements on the next page).
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 March 18 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Evening Worship
 March 25 Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth / Choir Rehearsal
 April 1  No Evening Activities (Easter)

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

F O R  Y O U R  G I F T  O F  G O D  T H E  S P I R I T

1. For your gift of God the Spirit, pow’r to make our lives anew,
pledge of life and hope of glory, Savior, we would worship you.
Crowning gift of resurrection sent from your ascended throne,

fullness of the very Godhead, come to make your life our own. (2x)

2. He who in creation’s dawning brooded on the lifeless deep,
still across our nature’s darkness moves to wake our souls from sleep,

moves to stir, to draw, to quicken, thrusts us through with sense of sin;
brings to birth and seals and fills us – saving Advocate within. (2x)

3. He, himself the living Author, wakes to life the sacred Word,
reads with us its holy pages and reveals our risen Lord.

He it is who works within us, teaching rebel hearts to pray,
he whose holy intercessions rise for us both night and day. (2x)

4. He, the mighty God, indwells us; his to strengthen, help, empow’r;
his to overcome the tempter, ours to call in danger’s hour.
In his strength we dare to battle all the raging hosts of sin,

and by him alone we conquer foes without and foes within. (2x)

5. Father, grant your Holy Spirit in our hearts may rule today,
grieved not, quenched not, but unhindered, work in us his sovereign way.

Fill us with your holy fullness, God the Father, Spirit, Son;
in us, through us, then, forever, shall your perfect will be done. (2x)



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Junior Highs (grades 6 through 8) will get together in the BARN from 4:30 to 6:10 this 
afternoon for SPOON STAMPEDE followed by sensational singing, stimulating study of 
God's Word, and a sumptuous supper! See you soon!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

The Senior Highs (grades 9 through 12) will join each other this evening from 5:40 to 7:45 
in the Barn for TABOO TURNAROUND - that homespun version of Taboo you can only play 
during senior high youth group at Riverwood - some incredible singing, and our continued study 
on the Gospel of John. We'll be taking a closer look at the crucifixion of Christ in chapter 
19. Come and join us, won't you? It'll change your life! :-)

EASTER BASKETS FOR WINGS OF GRACE

During our Family Easter Celebration on March 31, the children will be filling Easter 
baskets for Wings of Grace. The following supplies are needed for these baskets: medium 
size baskets (8-12 inch diameter or equivalent), large plastic eggs, candy to go in plastic eggs, 
candy for basket, toys, and anything else you would include in an Easter basket. Please note: 
the baskets do not have to be the same. A box will be in the foyer until March 25 to collect 
these supplies.  

CHURCH AND SCHOOL WORK DAY

The Riverwood deacons are planning a work day for this Saturday, March 24. We will start 
at 8:00am, and lunch will be provided at noon. This is a wonderful opportunity to 
fellowship and serve the church. There will be jobs for all skill levels! If you are coming, 
please RSVP (deacons@riverwoodchurch.org) so we can plan for projects and food.

FAMILY EASTER CELEBRATION - MARCH 31, 10:00AM-1:00PM

All families are welcome to join us for the Family Easter Celebration. We will begin at 10:00 
with crafts for children 12 and under and filling Easter Baskets for Wings of Grace. There 
will be music and The Easter Story. Lunch will be provided. At 12:30, an Easter Egg Hunt 
for children 6 and under will be held. The older children will be hiding the eggs. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

  Wednesday, March 21, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting  
  Thursday, March 29, 6:00pm: Maundy Thursday service
  Friday, April 13: RCS Trivium Trot
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

March 23   Ruthie Vander Wal



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
March 18: Denell Skaar / Joanie Norris / Lorrie Pate & Phoebe Bell / Sumlin Pate

March 25: Lynn Tootle / Lisa Kidder / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Daniel Page

MARCH DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard & Chris Locklear

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through February 2018:
Operating Income:                   $57,817.37
Operating Expense*:   $67,628.82
Net Income:                         ($9,811.45)
Designated gifts:                   $3,025.00
Building loan balance:        $936,256.88

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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