
Do not say, 'But it is hypocritical to thank God with my tongue when I don't feel thankful 
in my heart.' There is such a thing as hypocritical thanksgiving. Its aim is to conceal 
ingratitude and get the praise of men. That is not your aim. Your aim in loosing your 
tongue with words of gratitude is that God would be merciful and fill your words with the 
emotion of true gratitude. You are not seeking the praise of men; you are seeing the mercy 
of God. You are not hiding the hardness of ingratitude, but hoping for the in-breaking of 
the Spirit.
     John Piper

Every call to worship is a call into the Real World.…I encounter such constant and 
widespread lying about reality each day and meet with such skilled and systematic distortion 
of the truth that I'm always in danger of losing my grip on reality. The reality, of course, is 
that God is sovereign and Christ is savior. The reality is that prayer is my mother tongue 
and the Eucharist my basic food. The reality is that baptism, not Myers-Briggs, defines who 
I am.

Eugene H. Peterson
from Take & Read

What a revolution would come over the world – the world of starving bodies at home – the 
world of starving souls abroad – if something like this were the standard of giving; if God's 
people ventured on “making themselves poor” as Jesus did, for the sake of the need around; 
if the “I” – “me” – “mine” were practically delivered up, no longer to be recognized when 
they clash with those needs.
     Lilias Trotter (1853-1928)
     Artist and Missionary to Algeria

R E F L E C T I O N S
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First Sunday in Lent
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE 
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 34:1-3
Pastor:   I will bless the Lord at all times;
All:  his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
Pastor:  My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
  let the humble hear and be glad. 
All:  Oh, magnify the Lord with me, 
  and let us exalt his name together!
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Psalm 34:11-14
11Come, O children, listen to me;
    I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12What man is there who desires life
    and loves many days, that he may see good?
13Keep your tongue from evil
    and your lips from speaking deceit.
14Turn away from evil and do good;
    seek peace and pursue it.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
Almighty and merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended 
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things which we ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare those who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according 
to your promises declared to the world in Christ Jesus, our Lord. And grant, O merciful 
God, for his sake, that we may live a holy, just, and humble life to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Titus 3
Pastor:   Remember the promises of the gospel for those who believe. For we 
    ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various 
    passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others 
    and hating one another. 
All:  But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  
  he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
  according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 
  of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
  our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs 
  according to the hope of eternal life.
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “Yet Not I, but through Christ in Me” (lyrics on page 6) 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY       
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe that…
    …God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
    …Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
    …we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
    …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
    …if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus     
     Christ the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
    …God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
     believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
     (John 3:16)
    …neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
     nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
     anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
     the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     332     “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove”

C O M M I T M E N T
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 4:29-32
29Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building 

30up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the 
31

Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness 
and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. 
32Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave 
you.

SERMON:           “The Language of Redemption”                  Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     457     “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:   God nourishes us in the sacraments, means of grace in which his deeds 
  elicit our response. In the supper our Lord offers the bread and cup to 
  believers to guarantee our share in his death and resurrection, and to unite 
  us to him and to each other.
All:  We take this food gladly, announcing as we eat that Jesus is our life and 
  that he shall come again to call us to the Supper of the Lamb. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     324     “Christ Is Coming!” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  

C O M M U N I O N
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Due to spring break, there will be no evening activities tonight. Please enjoy this time with 
your family and friends.
  
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
 March 10   No evening activities (Spring Break)
 March 17   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
 March 24   Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT

Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

1. What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer, there is no more for heaven now to give.
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom, my steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, for my life is wholly bound to his.
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: “All is mine!” yet not I, but through Christ in me.

2. The night is dark but I am not forsaken, for by my side, the Savior he will stay.
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing, for in my need his power is displayed.

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me, through the deepest valley he will lead.
Oh, the night has been won, and I shall overcome, yet not I, but through Christ in me.

3. No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven. The future sure, the price it has been paid,
for Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon and he was raised to overthrow the grave.

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated. Jesus now and ever is my plea.
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing: “I am free!” yet not I, but through Christ in me.

4. With every breath I long to follow Jesus, for he has said that he will bring me home.
And day by day I know he will renew me, until I stand with joy before the throne.

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus, All the glory ever more to him.
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat: “Yet not I but through Christ in me!”

www.cityalightmusic.com

Y E T  N O T  I ,  B U T  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T  I N  M E



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

SPRING BREAK

This week during spring break, there will be no Bible studies or children’s catechism classes. 
Church office hours will also be intermittent. If needed, please feel free to contact church 
staff on their cell phones (numbers listed in the church directory).

RIDGE HAVEN SCHOLARSHIP FUNDRAISERS

We have 14 children going to Ridge Haven Camp this year. We will be holding fundraising 
events to help defray the cost of transportation and camp fees. The first opportunity is at 
Frutta Bowls (2431 University Blvd.) this Thursday, March 14 from 4:00 to 8:00pm. Ten 
percent of all proceeds will be donated for Ridge Haven scholarships. Stop by for good food. 
The second opportunity is the annual Ridge Haven Scholarship Lunch immediately 
following the worship service on Sunday, March 24. We will have a lasagna dinner prepared 
by the children (under adult supervision). Donations of any amount will be accepted.  

SNACKS NEEDED FOR CATECHISM

We are beginning to run low on snacks for Catechism. Each week we feed approximately 30 
children, including helpers. We are looking for individual package snacks (e.g. chips,  
cookies, etc.). There is a box in the foyer of the Sanctuary for these items. Thank you for 
your continued support of the Children's Ministry.

PRISON MINISTRY LUNCH

Riverwood Presbyterian Church and Warrior Presbytery have been actively involved in an 
exciting work that God is doing within Alabama’s prisons. If you are interested in helping 
Riverwood host an informational and fundraising luncheon for the Prison Initiative on 
March 21, please email Pastor Jeff (jpate@riverwoodchurch.org).

RCS PARENTS NIGHT OUT

RCS is hosting a Parent's Night Out on Friday, March 22 from 6-9 p.m. The cost is $10 per 
child and includes pizza and activities.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, March 20, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Friday, April 5, 6:30pm: RCS Trivium Trot 5k
 Thursday, April 18, 6:00pm: Maundy Thursday service
 Saturday, April 20: Family Easter Celebration
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

March 12   Jake Sheppard
March 16   Greg Vander Wal



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
March 10: April Henry / Lorrie Pate / Vielyana Kim & Sumlin Pate / Calvin Kim

March 17: Sarah Vander Wal / Darla Cook / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Kathy Gilbert

MARCH DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Dusty Sheppard

Clean Up: Tom Arnold

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through February 2019:
Operating Income:                    $57,618.12
Operating Expense*:    $61,788.74
Net Income:                          ($4,170.62)
Designated gifts:                    $5,560.00
Building loan balance:         $853,456.21

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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