
[Moses] believed that with God nothing was impossible. Reason and sense might say that 
the deliverance of Israel was out of the question: the obstacles were too many, the 
difficulties too great. But faith told Moses that God was all-sufficient. God had undertaken 
the work and it would be done.  Faith told Moses that affliction and suffering were not real 
evils. They were the school of God, in which He trains the children of grace for glory; the 
medicines which are needful to purify our corrupt wills; the furnace which must burn away 
our dross; the knife which must cut the ties that bind us to the world.
     J. C. Ryle

Trained faith is a triumphant gladness in having nothing but God - no rest, no foothold - 
nothing but Himself - A triumphant gladness in swinging out into that abyss, rejoicing in a 
very fresh emergency that is going to prove Him true - The Lord Alone - that is trained 
faith.
     Lilias Trotter (1853-1928)
     Artist and Missionary to Algeria

Q. What is faith in Jesus Christ?
A. Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him alone for 
salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.
     Westminster Assembly's Shorter Catechism #86

R E F L E C T I O N S



RIVERWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
T U S C A L O O S A ,  A L A B A M A

J u n e  3 0 ,  2019    • 10 :3 0  Se r v i c e   • J e f f  Pa t e ,  Pa s to r  Rev.  

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Leader In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin

Nancy Allen, piano

WELCOME         
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE               What a Friend We Have in Jesus           arr. Jenifer Cook
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 149
Pastor:   Praise the Lord!
All:  Sing to the Lord a new song, 
  his praise in the assembly of the godly!
Pastor:  Let Israel be glad in his Maker; 
  let the children of Zion rejoice in their King!
All:  For the Lord takes pleasure in his people; 
  he adorns the humble with salvation.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship!

HYMN OF PRAISE:     361     “O Praise Ye the Lord”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Isaiah 55:6-13
6 7
“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked 

forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he 
8may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 

9
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

10
thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and 
do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the 

11sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in 

12
the thing for which I sent it. For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the 

13field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the 
brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign 
that shall not be cut off.”

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: from Isaiah 30
Pastor: In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but 
  you would have none of it. Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to 
  show you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait 
  for him! 
All: Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, our 
  shortcomings, and our offenses against you. You alone know how often we have 
  sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your 
  love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have 
  done to displease you. Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk 
  in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from 1 Peter 1:3-5
Pastor: God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
All:  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
  kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
  sins. Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
  God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Pastor:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you. 
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C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:     498     “Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!”

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY    Higher Ground            arr. Jenifer Cook
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
   and of all things visible and invisible.

   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
   of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
   very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
   by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
   down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
   Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
   Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
   according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
   right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
   the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

   And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
   proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
   Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

   And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
   one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
   the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri”

MISSIONS MOMENT

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     “Holy Spirit” (lyrics on the following page)
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H O L Y  S P I R I T

SCRIPTURE: Ephesians 6:14-16; Hebrews 11:1
14
Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate 

15
of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by the 

16gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one...

1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

SERMON:                       “Air Defense”          Rev. Jeff Pate

P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

1. Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

2. Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

3. Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744
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C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:     528     “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
All:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 
Pastor:  who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
All:  who redeems your life from the pit, 
  who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy.
Pastor:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
All:  to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
  and honor and glory and blessing!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     669     “Commit Now All Your Griefs” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5:1, 13-25; Luke 9:51-62

DINNER ON THE GROUNDS

Everyone is invited to the fellowship hall directly after the service this morning for dinner 
on the grounds. 

NO YOUTH GROUP

Youth Group will not meet tonight. Youth resumes next Sunday, July 7, from 6:00-8:00pm.



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. This morning, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

The Mystifying Miracles: July 8th – 11th, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm, ages 4 – 12

Prayers Needed. First and foremost, please be praying for this ministry. Pray for the workers 
and the students. Pray that God will bless everyone who participates either as a worker or 
student with the joy and wonder of His word.

Workers Needed. There is a sign-up sheet in the foyer of the sanctuary. We need help in 
ALL areas. You can also e-mail Joann (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org) to sign up to help.

Snack Items Needed. We provide daily snacks to the children and workers. Items that are 
needed are individual drink boxes (e.g. Capri Sun, Koolaid), individual snack bags of 
cookies, chips, etc, and volunteers to provide fresh fruit the week of VBS. There is a box in 
the foyer of the sanctuary for the non-perishable items. Please contact Joann if you are able 
to assist with fresh fruit.  

Pre-registration is NOW Open. To pre-register your child, look for the link in your email 
announcements. Please note that it is not necessary to pre-register your child; however, pre-
registration helps us in planning for the week.  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

 Wednesday, July 10, 6:30pm: Session & Diaconate Meeting
 Saturday, July 27, 10:00am: Family Fun Day at Lake Lurleen
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June 30   Steven Crawford
July 1    Daniel Kidder

A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:30am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal

Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class – The Life of David – led by elders

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – The Legacy Journey by Dave Ramsey – led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
June 30: Lynn Tootle / Ginny Nippert / Brad & Rachel Yarbro / Kathy Gilbert

July 7: Michael Henry / Darla Cook / Lisa Kidder & Kristen Hancock / Quay Finch

JUNE DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacon: Ed Kidder

Clean Up: Wayne Bell

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through May 2019:
Operating Income:                   $167,139.15
Operating Expense*:  $164,024.16
Net Income:                            $3,114.99
Designated gifts:                   $37,321.52
Building loan balance:          $837,007.68

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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