
Unbelievers may know about spiritual beauty by hearsay — may even be able to make fine 
speeches about it ... But to the [born again,] God has given a glance ... and there breaks in 
upon the soul a heavenly sweetness, such a sense of the amiableness in holiness and an 
excellency in God and a sweet loveliness in Christ ... He sees by a new light that was never 
before let into his mind. 
     Jonathan Edwards

God is true. His Word of Promise is sure. In all His relations with His people God is 
faithful. He may be safely relied upon. No one ever yet really trusted Him in vain. We find 
this precious truth expressed almost everywhere in the Scriptures, for His people need to 
know that faithfulness is an essential part of the Divine character. This is the basis of our 
confidence in Him.

A. W. Pink

Most people don't understand mercy because they think they're too good to deserve any.
     Flannery O'Connor

No matter how the rulers of this world scheme, no matter how Satan, the one who stands 
behind all wicked plans in this world, rages against the Lord, God will bring about his 
purposes of salvation. He will deliver those he loves. This is the story of the gospel of 
Christ.
     Jerram Barrs
     from Through His Eyes

R E F L E C T I O N S
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Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE   
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Revelation 19:5-7
Pastor:   Praise our God, all you his servants, 
   you who fear him, small and great.
All:  Hallelujah, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.
Pastor:  Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory,
All:  for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
  and his Bride has made herself ready.
Pastor:  Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     179     “Hallelujah! Thine the Glory”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N

3

SCRIPTURE READING: Hebrews 3:12-15; 4:1-3a, 11-13
12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away 

13from the living God. But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of 
14

you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we 
15hold our original confidence firm to the end. As it is said, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not 

1harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”... Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still 
2

stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed to reach it. For good news came to us 
just as to them, but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by 

3 11
faith with those who listened. For we who have believed enter that rest... Let us therefore strive to 

12
enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the word of God is 
living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of 

13
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is 
hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:    Almighty God, you have told us that through repentance and rest we will be saved 
     and that in quietness and trust we find strength. But we are often stubborn and 
     restless, loud and defiant. Please forgive us for seeking peace apart from you and 
     seeking glory in our own accomplishments. Have mercy on us for taking sin 
     lightly and neglecting your soul-searching and motive-exposing word. We humbly 
     acknowledge that we are not hidden from your sight and that we need your mercy 
     and grace. We ask for this in Jesus's name.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Hebrews 10:12-18
Pastor:    Hear the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ. When Christ had offered for all 
    time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, waiting from 
    that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
All:  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
  sanctified.
Pastor:  For you who look to Jesus Christ for your salvation, the Holy Spirit declares that he 
  will remember your sins and lawless deeds no more. Where there is forgiveness of 
  these, there is no longer any offering for sin. The peace of Christ be with you all.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     “Amazing Love” (lyrics on page 6)
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY  
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
Leader:   Christian, what do you believe?
People:   I believe that…
    …God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
    …Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
    …we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
    …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
    …if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus     
     Christ the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
    …God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
     believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
     (John 3:16)
    …neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
     nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
     anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
     the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     402     “Abide with Me”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 116
1 2I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for mercy. Because he 

3inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live. The snares of death 
4encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered distress and anguish. Then 

5I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my soul!” Gracious is the Lord, 
6and righteous; our God is merciful. The Lord preserves the simple; when I was brought 

7low, he saved me. Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully with 
8you. For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from 

9 10stumbling; I will walk before the Lord in the land of the living. I believed, even when I 
11 12spoke: “I am greatly afflicted”; I said in my alarm, “All mankind are liars.” What shall I 

13render to the Lord for all his benefits to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on 
14the name of the Lord, I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 

15 16Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. O Lord, I am your servant; I 
17am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to 

18you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to 
19the Lord in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your 

midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!

SERMON:               “Because”             Rev. Jeff Pate

HYMN:     “I Love You, Lord”

I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice
to worship You, O my soul rejoice.
Take joy my King in what You hear,

may it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.

Words and music by Laurie Klein
©1978, 1980 House of Mercy Music; CCLI license #11239744

RESPONSIVE READING:
Minister:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up unto the Lord.
Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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1. My Lord, what love is this that pays so dearly;
That I, the guilty one, may go free?

Chorus:
Amazing love, O what sacrifice, 
The Son of God giv’n for me;

My debt He pays and my death He dies,
That I might live, that I might live.

2. And so they watched Him die, despised, rejected;
But, O the blood He shed flowed for me. (Chorus)

3. And now this love of Christ shall flow like rivers;
Come wash your guilt away, live again. (Chorus)

Words and music by Graham Kendrick
©1989 Make Way Music; CCLI license #11239744

A M A Z I N G  L O V E

C O M M U N I O N

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Minister:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Minister:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Minister:  The gifts of God are for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     32     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

1 Samuel 17:32-49; Psalm 9:9-20; 2 Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH

Come on out to Riverwood Youth Group tonight for some great games, fantastic food, 
sensational singing, and the wonderful Word of God! Junior Highs (grades 6-8) meet in the 
Barn from 4:30-6:10pm. Senior Highs (grades 9-12) are there from 5:40-7:45pm. Friends are 
always welcome and everyone is guaranteed a great time – Hope to see YOU there!

VBS VOLUNTEERS

We need plenty of help for VBS this year (July 9-12)! There is a sign up sheet in the foyer, or 
contact Joann Williams (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org).

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER EVENT: SPLASH PAD AT PALMORE PARK

Everyone is invited to join the Children's Ministry this Thursday, June 28 from 1:00-4:00pm 
at the Splash Pad at Palmore Park. It is $5 per person and children under 2 are free.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION

“THE GREATEST” July 9–12 from 9:00-12:00
VBS is designed for rising K5 through 12 years old. There are three ways to register your 
children for VBS:
 1. See your email announcements for a link to register online

 2. Registration form in foyer of sanctuary
 3. Sign up during VBS

Early registration assists in purchasing supplies and preparing class materials. Nursery 
(under 2 years) and a toddler VBS program (2-4 year olds) will be provided for children of 
individuals who are working VBS.

SNACKS NEEDED FOR VBS
We need the following items for snacks: Individual boxes or pouches of juice - (e.g. Capri 
Sun, HiC, etc), individual snack servings of cookies, chips, etc, and fresh fruit during the 
week of VBS. If you would like to help with fruit, please contact Joann. PLEASE NO 
PEANUTS. We have several children with peanut allergies. A box has been placed in the 
foyer of the sanctuary for the non-perishable snack and drink items.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

June 25   Elliot Arnold
June 25   Bruce DeHaan
June 25   Gene Martin
June 26   Tom Arnold

June 27   Peter Vander Wal
June 28   Parker Pate
June 28   Katie Skaar
June 30   Steven Crawford



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
June 24: Lynn Tootle / Tammy Bell / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Hannah Urban
July 1: Elena Arnold / Ginny Nippert / Lisa & Daniel Kidder / Gabe Henson

JUNE DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through May 2018:
Operating Income:                 $168,346.98
Operating Expense*: $177,280.15
Net Income:                         ($8,933.17)
Designated gifts:                 $14,716.00
Building loan balance:        $919,061.76

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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