
I'm a Christian not because of the resurrection…and not because I think Christianity 
contains more truth than other religions…and not simply because it was the religion in 
which I was raised (this has been a high barrier). I am a Christian because of that moment 
on the cross when Jesus, drinking the very dregs of human bitterness, cries out, “My God, 
my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?”…. The point is that he felt human destitution to its 
absolute degree; the point is that God is with us, not beyond us, in suffering.
     Christian Wiman
     American Poet 

But the worst day of all was when it hit me that Jesus' own most fervent prayer was refused: 
“Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be 
done.” This, I thought, is what is meant by “thy will be done” in the Lord's Prayer, which I 
had prayed time and again without thinking about it. It means that your will and God's will 
may not be the same. It means there's a good possibility that you won't get what you pray 
for. It means that in spite of your prayers you are going to suffer. It means you may be 
crucified.
     Wendell Berry 
     from Jayber Crow

Outside of the Lord, life is a very treacherous ordeal. Proverbs teaches this when its author 
Solomon writes: “the way of the unfaithful is hard” (Prov. 13: 15). Of course Christian life 
is hard too, but it is hard in another way, in a way that is at least bearable and purposeful. 
Christians can lay hold of the meaning and purpose and grace of suffering and truly believe 
that all things, even the evil ones, “work together for good for those who love God, to those 
who are called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8: 28). A life outside of Christ is both hard 
and frightening; a life in Christ has hard edges and dark valleys, but it is purposeful even 
when painful.
     Rosario Butterfield
     from The Secret Thoughts of an Unlikely Convert

Somehow we never see God in failure, but only in success—a strange attitude for people 
who have the cross as the center of their faith.

Cheryl Forbes
     from The Religion of Power
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Rev. Todd Gothard, Assisting Elder Lowell Urban

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE      Here I Am, Lord    arr. D. Schutte
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 98:1-3
Pastor:   Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
People:    His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
Pastor:      The Lord has made known his salvation;
         He has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
People:    He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

     to the house of Israel.
All:        All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     16     “Come, Let Us Sing unto the Lord”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: 1 Kings 19:1-5a
1Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. 
2Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods do to me and more also, if I do 

3
not make your life as the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid, and he 
arose and ran for his life and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 
4But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down under a broom tree. 
And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no 

5better than my fathers.” And he lay down and slept under a broom tree.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
O, Lord, I have felt like Elijah:

Pursued by my enemies,
Exhausted from standing for the truth,
And even abandoned by You.

It is right, O Lord, that you would abandon me because of my sin.
But You have promised to never leave or forsake me.

You have promised to walk through the valley of the shadow of death with me.
You have promised to bring me into a good and glorious place.

O, Lord, You have not promised me an easy life.
But You have given me hope through the Lord Jesus Christ.

He was forsaken that I may never be alone.
He was abandoned that I may know Your presence.

May I never despair, but only trust.
In Jesus name, AMEN.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: Matthew 27:45-46; Ephesians 1:13-14
45 46Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?”
13
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in 

14him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Pastor:   The peace of God be with you.
People:   And also with you.

HYMN:     679     “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY    A Resting Place
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
from The Westminster Larger Catechism
Questions and Answers 36, 38, 39: “Christ as Mediator”

Leader:   Who is the Mediator of the covenant of grace?  
People:    The only Mediator of the covenant of grace is the Lord Jesus Christ, who,       
  being the eternal Son of God, of one substance and equal with the Father, 
  became man, and so was and continues to be, God and man, in two entire 
  distinct natures, and one person, forever. 

Leader:  Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be God? 
People:      It was requisite that the Mediator should be God, that he might sustain     
  and keep the human nature from sinking under the infinite wrath of 
  God, and the power of death, give worth and efficacy to his sufferings, 
  obedience, and intercession; and to satisfy God's justice, procure his favor, 
  purchase a peculiar people, give his Spirit to them, conquer all their  
  enemies, and bring them to everlasting salvation. 

Leader:      Why was it requisite that the Mediator should be man?
People:    It was requisite that the Mediator should be man, that he might advance 
  our nature, perform obedience to the law, suffer and make intercession 
  for us in our nature, have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities; that we might 
  receive the adoption of sons, and have comfort and access with boldness 
  unto the throne of grace. 

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     535     “O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus!”
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 88
1 2O Lord, God of my salvation, I cry out day and night before you. Let my prayer come 
before you; incline your ear to my cry! 
3 4For my soul is full of troubles, and my life draws near to Sheol. I am counted among those 

5who go down to the pit; I am a man who has no strength, like one set loose among the 
dead, like the slain that lie in the grave, like those whom you remember no more, for they 

6are cut off from your hand. You have put me in the depths of the pit, in the regions dark 
7and deep. Your wrath lies heavy upon me, and you overwhelm me with all your waves. 

8You have caused my companions to shun me; you have made me a horror to them. I am 
9shut in so that I cannot escape; my eye grows dim through sorrow. Every day I call upon 

10you, O Lord; I spread out my hands to you. Do you work wonders for the dead? Do the 
11departed rise up to praise you? Is your steadfast love declared in the grave, or your 

12faithfulness in Abaddon? Are your wonders known in the darkness, or your righteousness 
in the land of forgetfulness?
13 14But I, O Lord, cry to you; in the morning my prayer comes before you. O Lord, why do 

15you cast my soul away? Why do you hide your face from me? Afflicted and close to death 
16from my youth up, I suffer your terrors; I am helpless. Your wrath has swept over me; your 

17dreadful assaults destroy me. They surround me like a flood all day long; they close in on 
18me together. You have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me; my companions have 

become darkness.

SERMON:                             Rev. Todd Gothard

HYMN:     30     “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” v. 1-4

RESPONSIVE READING:
Minister:  The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.
People:  We lift them up unto the Lord.
Minister:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE 
June 24 Jr. & Sr. High Youth
July 1  No evening activities
July 8  No evening activities

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

Junior High Youth (grades 6-8) will meet today in the Barn from 4:30 to 6:10. Come on 
out and join us for Kooky Kickball, Pharaoh-Pharaoh, and Episode 5 in the Unlocking the 
Mysteries of Genesis series entitled, "Flood or Fiction." Hope to see YOU there!

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP TODAY

All Senior Highs (grades 9-12) are invited to join us from 5:40 to 7:45 today for a new game 
of Blind Man's Bacon, some great worship time, and a new video series called "The 
Universe: A Journey Through God's Grand Design" - Come on out and bring a friend!

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13; Psalm 20; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

C O M M U N I O N

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
Minister:  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
All:   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Minister:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.
Minister:  The gifts of God are for the people of God.

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     30     “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” v. 5-7

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

JAMMIN NIGHT: POOL PARTY

Children from 7- 12 years old are invited to join us this Thursday, June 21, from 7:00-
9:00pm for a pool party at the Staggs's house (e-mail Joann if you need directions). Bring 
your bathing suit, towel, your favorite pool toys, and your appetite. SEE YOU THERE!!!!!

VBS VOLUNTEERS

We need plenty of help for VBS this year (July 9-12)! There is a sign up sheet in the foyer, or 
contact Joann Williams (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org).

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY SUMMER EVENT: SPLASH PAD AT PALMORE PARK

Everyone is invited to join the Children's Ministry on Thursday, June 28 from 1:00 pm - 
4:00 pm for the Splash Pad at Palmore Park. It is $5 per person and children under 2 are 
free.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL REGISTRATION

“THE GREATEST” July 9–12 from 9:00-12:00
VBS is designed for rising K5 through 12 years old. There are three ways to register your 
children for VBS:
 1. See your email announcements for a link to register online

 2. Registration form in foyer of sanctuary
 3. Sign up during VBS

Early registration assists in purchasing supplies and preparing class materials. Nursery 
(under 2 years) and a toddler VBS program (2-4 year olds) will be provided for children of 
individuals who are working VBS.

SNACKS NEEDED FOR VBS
We need the following items for snacks....
 1.  Individual boxes or pouches of juice - (e.g. Capri Sun, HiC, etc)
 2.  Individual snack servings of cookies, chips, etc.
 3.  Fresh fruit during the week of VBS.  If you would like to help with fruit, please   
      contact Joann.
PLEASE NO PEANUTS. We have several children with peanut allergies. A box has been 
placed in the foyer of the sanctuary for the non perishable snack and drink items.
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

June 21   Daven Pate
June 21   Lowell Urban



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
June 17: Vielyana Kim / Lisa Kidder / Katharine Bedsole & Quay Finch / April Henry

June 24: Lynn Tootle / Tammy Bell / Gracen Miller & Eli Bell / Hannah Urban

JUNE DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Chris Locklear & Bruce DeHaan

Clean Up: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through May 2018:
Operating Income:                 $168,346.98
Operating Expense*: $177,280.15
Net Income:                         ($8,933.17)
Designated gifts:                 $14,716.00
Building loan balance:        $919,061.76

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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