
Lamenting is the spiritually mature response to sadness and sorrow. Our spiritual aliveness 
is not found in our ability to suppress our sadness. Our spiritual aliveness is found in our 
ability to bring it to God. 
     Rich Villodas 
     The Deeply Formed Life

If we give priority to the outer life, our inner life will be dark and scary. We will not know 
what to do with solitude. We will be deeply uncomfortable with self-examination, and we 
will have an increasingly short attention span for any kind of reflection. Even more 
seriously, our lives will lack integrity. Outwardly, we will need to project confidence, 
spiritual and emotional health and wholeness, while inwardly we may be filled with self-
doubts, anxieties, self-pity, and old grudges.
     Tim Keller 
     Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God 

What do I lose when I have a praying life? Control. Independence. What do I gain? 
Friendship with God. A quiet heart. The living work of God in the hearts of those I love. 
The ability to roll back the tide of evil. Essentially, I lose my kingdom and get his. I move 
from being an independent player to a dependent lover. I move from being an orphan to a 
child of God.
     Paul Miller
     A Praying Life

R E F L E C T I O N S



RIVERWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
T U S C A L O O S A ,  A L A B A M A

J u l y  31,  20 22    • 10 :3 0  Se r v i c e   • J e f f  Pa t e ,  Pa s to r  Rev.  

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Gene Martin; Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 27
Leader:  The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
All:  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
Leader:  One thing have I asked of the Lord, that I will seek after: that I may dwell in 
  the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the 
  Lord and to inquire in his temple.
All:  For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; 
  he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 
  he will lift me high upon a rock.
Leader:  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; 
  wait for the Lord! Come, let us worship! 

HYMN:          376     “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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SCRIPTURE READING:  Isaiah 56:1-8
1
 Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, 

 2and my righteousness be revealed.  Blessed is the man who does this, and the son of man 
who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, and keeps his hand from doing 

 3
any evil.”  Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, “The Lord will 

 
surely separate me from his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, I am a dry tree.”
4
 For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose the things 

 5that please me and hold fast my covenant,  I will give in my house and within my walls a 
monument and a name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting 

 6
name that shall not be cut off.  “And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to 
minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps 

 7
the Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—  these I will bring to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and 
their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

 8
for all peoples.”  The Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, “I will gather 
yet others to him besides those already gathered.”

Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:     
Almighty God, your holy Word exposes our sinful hearts and our prayer-less lives. Please 
forgive us for the many ways we fail to keep justice and live righteously. Have mercy on 
us for claiming to trust you with our lives but then withholding from you our prayers 
and the worship you deserve. Help our unbelief so that we will pray without ceasing, 
worship you boldly, and then be able to truly love our neighbors, whoever they are. 
Enable us to love and receive others as you have loved and received us. We ask this in 
Jesus’s name. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE AND PEACE OF GOD: based on Titus 3
Pastor:    Lift your heads and hear the hope for our salvation. When the goodness 
    and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 
    of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy. 
    Through faith in Christ you are justified by grace and an heir to eternal life.  
    The peace of Christ be with you.
All:    And also with you. 



HYMN:    500      “Rock of Ages” 

OFFERTORY PRAYER / OFFERTORY             Giving of Tithes and Offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav’nly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH   
Leader:  Christian, what do you believe?
People:  I believe that…
   …God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. (1 Jn 1:5)
   …Jesus is the image of the invisible God. (Col. 1:15)
   …we must be perfect, as God is perfect. (Matt. 5:48)
   …all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. (Rom. 3:23)
   …if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus  
    Christ the righteous. (1 Jn 2:1)
   …God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever
    believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life. (Jn 3:16)
   …neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present 
    nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 
    anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
    the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom. 8:38, 39)

RESPONSE:     “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, amen.    

RESPONSE AND AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:              “Holy Spirit”

Holy Spirit, living Breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the Risen Lord, to renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause Your Word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity; Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within; may Your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least; gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my striving into works of grace; Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on earth, cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
that in unity the face of Christ will be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744     

SCRIPTURE: Luke 18:1-8
1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 
2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 
3 And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice 

4against my adversary.’  For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I 
5neither fear God nor respect man,  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give 

6her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’”  And the Lord 
7 said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, 

8who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them?  I tell you, he will give justice 
to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

Pastor:  The grass withers, the flower fades,
All:  but the word of our God will stand forever.

R E A D I N G  T H E  W O R D
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SERMON                       “Persistence in Prayer”                     Zac Martin

PREACHING THE WORD 
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HYMN:       402     “Abide with Me”      

Pastor:  With these words our Lord commands all believers to eat this broken bread   
  and to drink this cup in true faith and in the confident hope of his return     
  in glory. 
All:  In this supper God declares to us that our sins have been completely        
  forgiven through the one sacrifice of Jesus Christ, which he himself    
  finished on the cross once for all.
Pastor:  He also declares to us that the Holy Spirit grafts us into Christ, who with    
  his very body is now in heaven at the right hand of the Father, where he    
  wants us to worship him. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

HYMN:      95      “Though Troubles Assail Us”                                            

BENEDICTION

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross”

Refrain:
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim, 

till all the world adore his sacred name.

Thy kingdom come, that earth’s despair may cease 
beneath the shadow of its healing peace.

(Refrain)

C O M M U N I O N & C L O S I N G H Y M N



Through June 2022
Operating Income:                          $205,553.35
Operating Expense*:          $227,479.77
Net Income:                                ($21,926.42)
Designated gifts:                           $61,274.15
Building loan balance:                $665,722.59

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment

BIRTHDAYS

August 1  Savannah Cook
August 1  Evan Patridge
August 5  Joann Williams
August 6  Eleanor Gill

8

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

RIVERWOOD YOUTH

Youth will meet at Zac and Kaley's house on Sunday from 5-7 for bible study, dinner, and board 

games. They will have spaghetti for dinner. You can sign up to bring a supplemental item by visiting 

this link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A8A929A4FBC25-spaghetti

SERVICE PROJECT – SAV A LIFE 

As part of VBS, we have a service project where we collect items for a local organization. This year 

we will be collected items for Save A Life through July 31. If you would like to contribute you can: 

1) Donate size 6 diapers, baby wipes, lotion, and/or gender-neutral 

blankets by dropping them off in the foyer of the sanctuary or

2) Fill a bottle with change, check, or cash. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
  August 14 – Promotion Sunday; Fall Kick-Off at Bower’s Pool 
     (open to everyone, including guests) 
  August 17 – Catechism Club Resumes
  August 21 – Covenant Kids Resumes; College Discipleship Training 

RCS – TEACHER NEEDED 
RCS needs someone to teach upper school science for 1 hour per day. If you are interested, contact 

Addison Canevaro at mrcanevaro@riverwoodclassical.org.

INVITATION TO THE SHEPPARDS’ FARM

Dusty, Erin, Hunter, and Jake are extending an open invitation to you, their church family, to come 
enjoy a Sunday afternoon on the farm. Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy swimming, hiking, biking, 

miniature goats, chicks, and each other from 1-5 p.m today. 
The address is 26421 Hwy 86, Gordo, AL 35466. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F44A8A929A4FBC25-spaghetti.
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