
No man has ever appreciated the gospel until the law has first revealed him to himself. It is 
only against the inky blackness of the night sky that the stars begin to appear, and it is only 
against the dark background of sin and judgment that the gospel shines forth.

John Stott

Blessed be God, though we must feel hourly cause for shame and humiliation for what we 
are in ourselves, we have cause to rejoice continually in Christ Jesus... He knows our frame, 
He remembers that we are but dust, and He has engaged to guide us by His counsel, 
support us by His power, and at length, to receive us to His glory, that we may be with Him 
for ever.
     John Newton

Guidance, like all God's acts of blessing under the covenant of grace, is a
sovereign act. Not merely does God will to guide us in the sense of showing us his way,
that we may tread it; he wills also to guide us in the more fundamental sense of
ensuring that, whatever happens, whatever mistakes we may make, we shall come
safely home. Slippings and strayings there will be, no doubt, but the everlasting arms
are beneath us; we shall be caught, rescued, restored. This is God's promise; this is how
good he is.
     J.I. Packer from Knowing God

The grace of God does not find men fit for salvation, but makes them so

Augustine
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Steven Crawford

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE   
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP:      Psalm 111:1 

Pastor:   Praise the LORD! 
All:       I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, 
       in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
Pastor:       Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     110     “Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 5: 13-20
113 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no 
14longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. “You are the 

15 
light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it 

16 
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 

17
heaven. “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

18abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an 
19iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of 

the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of 

20 heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will 
never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 
All:  Lord, we come before you as a people who, if we stood alone before your holiness and 

righteous law, would condemn ourselves. We come before you knowing that we have sought 
our own righteousness. We come before you knowing that we constantly condemn others, 
judging them by a false standard. We come before you in the terrible sin of pride, pride in 
our station, pride in our intellect, pride in our "goodness", even pride in our faith.

Father, forgive us! Cause us to examine and confess the depths of our sin. Take away our false 
standards for judgment so that we won't be judged by them. Take away our pride and show us 
the terrible fallacy of pride in anything but the cross of Jesus. Make this a time for us of true 
confession, confession that recognizes and understands that even our faith, the ability to 
believe and understand, is given us by our gracious Savior.  Do this, O Lord in His name 
alone. Amen. 

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Romans 8:31-34
Pastor: If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring 
any charge against God's elect? 

All: It is God who justifies. 
Pastor: Who is to condemn? 
All: Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—     

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.
Pastor:       The peace of Christ be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.



4

C O M M I T M E N T

HYMN:     “Before the Throne of God Above” (lyrics on page 6)

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY  
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 
 From the Westminster Shorter Catechism: Questions 82, 84, 85, 86

Leader:  Is any man able perfectly to keep the commandments of God.
People: No mere man, since the fall, is able in this life perfectly to keep the 

commandments of God, but daily breaks them in thought, word, and deed. 
Leader:  What does every sin deserve?
People: Every sin deserves God's wrath and curse, both in this life, and that which is   to 

come.
Leader: What doth God require of us, that we may escape his wrath and curse, due to us 

for sin?
People:  To escape the wrath and curse of God, due to us for sin, God requires of us 

faith in Jesus Christ, repentance unto life, with the diligent use of all the 
outward means whereby Christ communicates to us the benefits of 
redemption. 

Leader:  What is faith in Jesus Christ?
People:  Faith in Jesus Christ is a saving grace, whereby we receive and rest upon him 

alone for salvation, as he is offered to us in the gospel.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     331     “Come, O Come, though Quickening Spirit” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: PSALM 111

1
Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

  in the company of the upright, in the congregation.
2 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who delight in them.
3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work,  and his righteousness endures forever.
4 
He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful.

5 
He provides food for those who fear him; he remembers his covenant forever.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in giving them the inheritance of the nations.
7 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy;

8 
they are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

9 He sent redemption to his people;  he has commanded his covenant forever.
   Holy and awesome is his name!
10 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good 
understanding. His praise endures forever!

SERMON:             “Works Righteousness”                Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:   425       “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken” 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:   It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread 
     and offered thanksgiving to God, so too we now offer to God our thanks 
     and praise. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     122     “God, All Nature Sings Thy Glory” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NINETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

2 Samuel 11: 1-15,  Psalm 14; Ephesians 3: 14-21; John 6: 1-21

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Today is the fifth Sunday of the month.  On this Sunday, our Deacons collect an offering 
to replenish funds in an account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has 
enabled our Diaconate to extend the kingdom of God to many within our community.  All 
cash and designated gifts collected today will be used for this purpose. 

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

Aug. 01  Evan Patridge
Aug. 01  Savannah Cook

1. Before the throne of God above 
I have a strong and perfect plea 

A great High Priest whose name is love 
Who ever lives and pleads for me 
My name is graven on His hands 
My name is written on His heart 

I know that while in heav'n He stands 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 
No tongue can bid me thence depart 

B E F O R E T H E T H R O N E O F G O D A B O V E

2. When Satan tempts me to despair 
And tells me of the guilt within 

Upward I look and see Him there 
Who made an end of all my sin 
Because the sinless Savior died 
My sinful soul is counted free 
For God the Just is satisfied 

To look on Him and pardon me 
To look on Him and pardon me 

3. Behold Him there, the risen Lamb 
My perfect, spotless Righteousness 

The great unchangeable I AM 
The King of glory and of grace 
One with Himself, I cannot die 

My soul is purchased by His blood 
My life is hid with Christ on high 

With Christ my Savior and my God 
With Christ my Savior and my God 

Original words by Charitie Lees Bancroft (1841-1892), 
alternate words and music by Vikki Cook 

©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship; CCLI license #11239744



OFFICE HOURS

Office hours may vary this week while our office manager is out of town. If you need 
immediate assistance, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP MEETS TODAY

All Junior High Youth (grades 6-8) are invited to join us in the Barn from 4:30 pm to 6:10 
pm today for some NINJA NOODLE!  After that we'll sing some worship songs and watch 
the next episode in our UNLOCKING THE MYSTERIES OF GENESIS entitled "Rise of 
Civilization"  Hope to see YOU there! (Note: If you are entering 6th grade this Fall it is 
ALMOST time for you to join us but not yet.  Watch announcements to see when!)

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP MEETS TODAY

Calling all Senior Highs (grades 9-12)!  Come and join us from 5:40 to 7:45 tonight for 
some awesome food, BEACHBALL VOLLEYBALL, worship songs, and a time of fellowship 
and prayer.  Hope you can make it  (Note: If you are entering 9th grade this Fall it is 
ALMOST time for you to join us but not yet.  Watch announcements to see when!)

END OF SUMMER FAMILY COOK-OUT AND SPLASH PARK - NEXT SUNDAY

Looking for a way to squeeze in a little more summer fun?  Come join the Riverwood 
Family for an end of summer celebration at 5 pm next Sunday - August 5th!  Hamburgers, 
Hot dogs, & drinks will be provided by the church.  Please bring a side dish and dessert to 
share.  Food will be served in the Fellowship Hall (with air conditioners running!)  and 
there will be plenty of wet and slippery activities out back. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
fellowship with your church family!

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND WINGS OF GRACE

Thank you to everyone who participated in the School Supply Drive for Wings of Grace.  
We will be delivering the back packs with the supplies to Wings of Grace this week.

SUNDAY SCHOOL - PROMOTION SUNDAY

Next Sunday - August 5th is Promotion Sunday for Sunday School.  All Sunday school 
classes will meet in the sanctuary for brief presentation.  Children who are moving up will  
be introduced to their new Sunday School class at this time.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY SPIRITUAL CONNECTION

The Warrior Presbytery Women’s Ministry Spiritual Connection is Saturday, August 4, at 
9:00am at Faunsdale Presbyterian Church. Lunch and childcare are provided. If you plan to 
attend and have not RSVP, please see Elena Arnold (elena@thearnoldhousehold.net).
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class - R.C. Sproul’s study on Angels and Demons

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
July 29: Kathy Gilbert / April Henry / Brad and Rachel Yabro / Hannah Urban

August 5:  April Henry/ Vielyana Kim/Katharine Bedsole & David Barnes/Meredith Patridge

JULY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through June 2018:
Operating Income:                 $201,224.04
Operating Expense*: $217,715.78
Net Income:                       ($16,491.74)
Designated gifts:                 $16,066.00
Building loan balance:        $913,585.48

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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