
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

The Apostle Paul, Romans 12:1-2

I'll follow this good man, and go with you;
And, having sworn truth, ever will be true. 

William Shakespeare, Twelfth Night

If Christians worshipped only when they felt like it, there would be precious little 
worship...Worship is an act that develops feelings for God, not a feeling for God that is 
expressed in an act of worship. When we obey the command to praise God in worship our 
deep, essential need to be in relationship with God is nurtured.

Eugene H. Peterson, A Long Obedience in Same Direction

To be loved but not known is comforting but superficial. To be known and not loved is our 
greatest fear. But to be fully known and truly loved is, well, a lot like being loved by God. It 
is what we need more than anything. It liberates us from pretense, humbles us out of our 
self-righteousness, and fortifies us for any difficulty life can throw at us.

Tim Keller, The Meaning of Marriage
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Steven Crawford

Joann Williams, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.

PRELUDE   
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 75 & 76
Pastor:      We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for your name is near.
All:      Glorious are you, more majestic than the mountains full of prey.
Pastor:      But you are to be feared! Who can stand before you when once your anger is
       aroused?
All:      From the heavens you utter judgment; the earth feared and was still,
      when God arose to establish judgment, to save all the humble of the earth.
Pastor:      Make your vows to the LORD your God and perform them; let all around him
      bring gifts to him who is to be feared. Come, let us worship.

HYMN OF PRAISE:     3     “Give to Our God Immortal Praise”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N

3

SCRIPTURE READING: Ecclesiastes 5: 1-7

1Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the 
2

sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are doing evil. Be not rash with your mouth, nor let 
your heart be hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore 

3
let your words be few. For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many words. 
4
When you vow a vow to God, do not delay paying it, for he has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you 

5 6vow. It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. Let not your mouth 
lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be 

7
angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands? For when dreams increase and words grow 
many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear.

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord.
All:   Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN: 

All:   Almighty Father, we come professing your righteousness and confessing our sinfulness. 
The very mouths that sing your praises today, we have used to boast in our pride and 
grumble in our ingratitude. We have spoken rashly and used words carelessly. Please 
forgive us. We have failed to guard our steps and instead have knowingly walked into 
temptation and sin. Please have mercy on us. We have made promises to you and others 
that we have failed to keep or even remember. Help us in our weakness. Teach us to 
order our steps according to your word and to use our mouths to glorify you and love our 
neighbors. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom all your promises 
find their Yes. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on Acts 10 and 2 Corinthians 5

Pastor:   As Peter declared to the house of Cornelius, I also declare to you that Jesus Christ, who 
died and was raised from the dead, is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 
and the dead. To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

All:  This is God's work, who through Christ reconciled us to himself, not counting our sins 
against us and entrusting to us a message of reconciliation. 

Pastor:  God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the  
righteousness of God. The peace of Christ be with you.

Congregation:  And also with you.

HYMN:     “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” (lyrics on page 6)
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C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY  
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: 

 Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my 

faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious 
blood, and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over 
me in such a way that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my 
Father in heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation. 
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life 
and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

THE SACRAMENT OF COVENANT BAPTISM                 Isaac Edmund Henry
                 son of Michael and April Henry

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     341     “O Breath of Life, Come Sweeping through Us” 
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: Acts 18:18-23

81 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for 
Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was 

19
under a vow. And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, but he himself went into 

20
the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to stay for a longer 

21
period, he declined. But on taking leave of them he said, “I will return to you if God 

22
wills,” and he set sail from Ephesus. When he had landed at Caesarea, he went up and 

23
greeted the church, and then went down to Antioch. After spending some time there, he 
departed and went from one place to the next through the regions of Galatia and Phrygia, 
strengthening all the disciples.

SERMON:             “The Unfinished Task”                  Rev. Jeff Pate

C O M M U N I O N

HYMN:          “Facing a Task Unfinished” (see sermon insert) 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:   It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
Pastor:   As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread 
     and offered thanksgiving to God, so too we now offer to God our thanks 
     and praise. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a 
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:     660     “O God beyond All Praising” 

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE NINETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

2 Samuel 7: 1-14a,  Psalm 89: 20-37; Ephesians 2: 11-22; Mark 6: 30-34; 53-56

OFFICE HOURS

Office hours may vary over the next two weeks while our office manager is out of town. If 
you need immediate assistance, please feel free to contact your elder or deacon.

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

July 22   Lisa Kidder
July 24   Darla Cook
July 25   Steve Nippert

July 26   Will Tootle
July 28    John Kim

1. How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

H O W D E E P T H E F A T H E R ’ S L O V E F O R U S

2. Behold the man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers

It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished

His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

3. I will not boast of anything;
No gifts, no pow'r, no wisdom;
But I will boast in Jesus Christ,

His death and resurrection
Why should I gain that His reward?

I cannot give an answer;
But this I know with all my heart;
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Words and music by Stuart Townend
©1995 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744



JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP MEETS TODAY

All Junior Highs (grades 6-8) will meet in the Barn today from 4:30 to 6:10 for MIDDLE 
SCHOOL MAFIA, sensational singing, and Unlocking The Mysteries of Genesis: The Ice 
Age.  Hope you can make it!  (Note: If you are entering 6th grade this Fall it is ALMOST 
time for you to join us but not yet.  Watch announcements to see when!)

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP MEETS TODAY

All Senior Highs (grades 9-12) will meet in the Barn today from 5:40 to 7:45 for HIGH 
SCHOOL MAFIA, super singing, and The Universe: Pushing Forward.  Come and join us!  
(Note: If you are entering 9th grade this Fall it is ALMOST time for you to join us but not 
yet.  Watch announcements to see when!)

FAMILY SKATE PARTY, FRIDAY JULY 27TH

Join us for an evening of Fellowship and FUN at Super Skate Park, 5900 McFarland Blvd.  
The park opens at 7:00 pm.  The fee is $10 per skater including skates.  No fee for non-
skaters.  If your child needs a ride,  please contact Joann  (jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org)
or another parent.  

IT’S A GIRL!  BABY SHOWER, SATURDAY JULY 28TH

Please join us for a baby shower (diapers and wipes) and a time for prayer for Mary Wright. 
The shower is this Saturday from 10- 11:30 am at 4101 Citation Circle.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND WINGS OF GRACE

Through Sunday, July 29, the children of Riverwood Church will be collecting school 
supplies to be placed in back packs and distributed to children in Tuscaloosa through 
Wings of Grace. A box is in the foyer for donations for this ministry. Suggested items 
include: notebooks, paper, glue sticks, pencils, pens, erasers, crayons, etc.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY SPIRITUAL CONNECTION

The Warrior Presbytery Women’s Ministry Spiritual Connection is Saturday, August 4, at 
9:00am at Faunsdale Presbyterian Church. Lunch and childcare are provided. If you plan to 
attend, please RSVP to Elena Arnold (elena@thearnoldhousehold.net) by Sunday, July 22.

DEACON’S FUND OFFERING

Every month that has a fifth Sunday, our Deacons have an offering to replenish funds in an 
account used exclusively for mercy ministry needs. This fund has enabled our Diaconate to 
extend the kingdom of God to many within our community. Sunday, July 29, all cash and 
designated gifts will be used for this purpose.  
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S

mailto:(jwilliams@riverwoodchurch.org)


S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS: 
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham  & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
  Youth Class led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
  Adult Class - R.C. Sproul’s study on Angels and Demons

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
  Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
July 22: Kristina Patridge / Lorrie Pate / Heather & Ceilidh Crawford / Chanley Henson

July 29: Kathy Gilbert / April Henry / Brad and Rachel Yabro / Hannah Urban

JULY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Bruce DeHaan & Tom Arnold
Clean Up: Steve Patridge & Dusty Sheppard

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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Through June 2018:
Operating Income:                 $201,224.04
Operating Expense*: $217,715.78
Net Income:                       ($16,491.74)
Designated gifts:                 $16,066.00
Building loan balance:        $913,585.48

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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