
God intended the law to reveal sin and drive men to Christ; Satan uses it to reveal sin and 
drive men to despair. God meant the law as an interim step to man's justification; Satan 
uses it as the final step to his condemnation. God meant the law to be a stepping stone to 
liberty; Satan uses it as a cul-de-sac, deceiving his dupes into supposing that from its 
fearful bondage there is no escape.

John Stott

Because I longed for eternal life, I went to bed with harlots and drank for nights on end. I 
slept in bliss, but awoke with the bitter taste of the mortal state. 

Albert Camus

There is more mercy in Christ than sin in us. 
                                     Richard Sibbes

Christianity is not the sacrifice we make, but the sacrifice we trust; not the victory we win, 
but the victory we inherit.

P. T. Forsyth

As prophet [Jesus] meets the problem of man's ignorance, supplying him with knowledge. 
As priest he meets the problem of man's guilt, supplying him with righteousness. As king 
he meets the problem of man's weakness and dependence, supplying him with power and 
protection.

 J. B. Green

R E F L E C T I O N S
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First Sunday after the Epiphany
Leaders In Worship: Assisting Elder Jimmy Hopper

Dr. Linda Graham, piano

WELCOME & PRELUDE           Blessed Assurance    arr. Phoebe Knapp
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

P R A I S E

CALL TO WORSHIP: from Psalm 105

HYMN OF PRAISE:     115     “All Creatures of Our God and King”

Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 
make known his deeds among the peoples!

All: Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
tell of all his wondrous works!

Pastor: Glory to his holy name; 
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!

All: Seek the LORD and his strength; 
seek his presence continually!

Pastor: Come, let us worship!

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

2

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.



C O N F E S S I O N
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SCRIPTURE READING: Lamentations 3:55-58
55 56
“I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit; you heard my plea, ‘Do not 

57
close your ear to my cry for help!’ You came near when I called on you; you said, ‘Do not 

58fear!’ You have taken up my cause, O Lord; you have redeemed my life.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God!

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:     
All:

SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: based on John 3:14-17
Pastor:

HYMN:     246     “Man of Sorrows! What a Name”

Eternal and merciful God, you have loved us with a love beyond our 
understanding, and you have set us on paths of righteousness for your name's 
sake. Yet we have strayed from your way; we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, through what we have done and what we have left 
undone. As we remember the lavish gift of your grace, we praise you and give 
you thanks that you forgive us yet again. Grant us now, we pray, the grace to 
die daily to sin, and to rise daily to new life in Christ, who lives and reigns 
with you, and in whose strong name we pray. Amen. 

The gospel that gives us hope is that as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so was the Son of Man lifted up that whoever believes in him may 
have eternal life. 

All: For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

Pastor: For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. Through the sacrificial death of Jesus 
Christ your sins have been atoned for and through his powerful resurrection you 
are justified. The peace of Christ be with you all.

All: And also with you.



4

C O M M I T M E N T

OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY        Give Me Jesus  Traditional
Presentation of tithes & offerings

DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)

RESPONSE:     735    “Gloria Patri” 

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION

HYMN:     331     “Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit”

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader: Christian, what do you believe? 
People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten 
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the 
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge 
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the 
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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P R E A C H I N G  O F  T H E  W O R D

SCRIPTURE: 

SERMON:                            “ ”      Rev. Jeff Pate

Luke 15:11-16
11 12And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 

13
property between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and 
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 
14
And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began 

15to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 
16who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that 

17
the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How 
many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with 

18hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned 
19

against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as 
20

one of your hired servants.”’ And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed 

21
him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am 

22no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly 
23the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And 

24bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, 
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.”

Lost and Found

S E R M O N  N O T E S
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HYMN:     562

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please 
take a cup from the inner circle of the tray.

RESPONSIVE READING: 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
Pastor: With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us 

in your image, and kept covenant with us—even when we fell into sin. 
All: We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
Pastor: Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole 

creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

HYMN:     691     

BENEDICTION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSING HYMN:     263     “Lift High the Cross” v. 4

     “All to Jesus I Surrender” st. 1,2

“It Is Well with My Soul”

   

I  W A S  A  W A N D E R I N G  S H E E P

T O D A Y  A T  R I V E R W O O D

Everyone is invited to return to the sanctuary this evening at 5:00pm for a time of 
evening worship. Covenant Kids Club meets at 4:30pm. No youth groups tonight.
 
                                             SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE

Jan. 7 Covenant Kids Club / Evening Worship
Jan. 14 Covenant Kids Club / Choir Rehearsal
Jan. 21 Covenant Kids Club / Evening Worship



HAPPY BIRTHDAYS

LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDIES

SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING

The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, January 10, at 6:30pm in the 
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.

JAMMIN NIGHT

The first Jammin Night of the year will be Friday, January 19, from 7:00-9:00pm. This is 
for 7-12 year olds. Unless the weather fails to cooperate, we will be holding this Jammin 
Night outside. We will need each child to bring a flashlight for a rousing game of flashlight 
tag. If you have an extra flashlight, please bring that as well in case some children do not 
have one.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Wednesday, January 10, 3:30pm: Catechism classes resume
Sunday, January 21: Congregational Meeting
Saturday, January 27: Warrior Presbytery Women’s Ministries Annual Meeting

Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

"Faithful study of God's Word is a means for filling our spiritual storerooms with truth, so that in 
our hour of need we can bring forth both the old and the new as a source of rich provision."  

     -Jen Wilkin                                                                                                                                                                                           
Ladies, let's fill our "spiritual storerooms" as we study the New Testament book of Hebrews 
using Jen Wilkin's workbook Better: A Study of Hebrews. There will be two opportunities to 
join a study: Wednesday mornings at 10am in the administrative building and Wednesday 
evenings at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. The studies will begin this week on January 10. 
Workbooks are ready for pick up in the church office. Donations of $10 are appreciated to 
cover the cost of the 3-ring binders and printing. 

7

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

January 10   Brenda Sheppard
January 12   Kathy Gilbert
January 14   Will Jones



S U N D A Y  S C H O O L

At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups. 

MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed

2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Debbie Jones

MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Monica Urban
Grades 4-6: Ginny Nippert 

MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class – led by Jeff Pate

MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class

MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Disability and the Gospel led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S  O F  S E R V I C E

 NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:

JANUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:

January 7: Vielyana Kim / April Henry / Olivia Patridge & Lisa Kidder / Michael Henry
January 14: Heather Henson / Kathy Gilbert / Ginny Nippert & Phoebe Bell / Wilson Pate

Head Deacons: Chris Locklear
Clean Up: Bruce DeHaan

F I N A N C I A L  R E P O R T
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2017:
Operating Income:             $436,630.79
Operating Expense*: $428,881.44
Net Income:                         $7,749.35
Designated gifts:                  $72,903.08
Building loan balance:        $976,342.71

*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment


