REFLECTIONS

There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures,
arts, civilizations – these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it is
immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit.
C. S. Lewis

There must be something, rather than nothing, there… No finite point has meaning
without an infinite reference point.
Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980)
French philosopher and novelist

What you do emerges from who you are. Being precedes doing. At the core of our
Christian witness in the world lies the reality of who each of us is in relation to God
Himself and in relationship to one another in the new society of God's people — the
church.
Charles Colson
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Epiphany of the Lord
Leaders In Worship: Rev. Chandler Rowlen, Assisting Elder Bob Thornton
David Bedsole, piano

WELCOME
Program all communication devices to be in silent mode. Thank you.
PRELUDE
Please use this time for prayer and meditation as we prepare to go before the living God in worship.

PRAISE
CALL TO WORSHIP: based on Psalm 105
Pastor:
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
All:
We will sing praises to him.
Telling of all his wondrous works, we will glory in his name.
Pastor:
Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
All:
We will seek the Lord and his strength.
We will seek the Lord continuously.
Pastor:
He is the Lord our God. He remembers his covenant forever.
Come, let us worship.
HYMN OF PRAISE:
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“From All That Dwell below the Skies”

PRAYER OF PRAISE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.
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CONFESSION
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 3:7-17, 21, 22
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds
11
asked him, “What then shall we do?” And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share
with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be
13
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more
14
than you are authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said
to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with
15
your wages.” As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
16
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
17
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” ... 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
22
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in
bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am
well pleased.”
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Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!
CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN:
Almighty God, we confess that we have sinned against you in countless ways. We have sinned in
the words we have used and in the words we have withheld. We have not loved you with our
actions and our thoughts are regularly focused on selfish desires and self-glorifying longings.
Please forgive us. You have revealed yourself in your Son in whom you are pleased. Have mercy
on us as we confess our sins in his name. Our faith and hope for salvation are in him alone.
Amen.
SILENT REFLECTION AND CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE & PEACE OF GOD: from Titus 3
Pastor: For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.
All:
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us,
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Pastor: Through the finished work of Jesus Christ and the powerful working of the Holy Spirit,
God saved you, washed you, and renews you. The peace of Christ be with you.
All:
And also with you.
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COMMITMENT
HYMN:

“Jesus Is Lord” (lyrics on page 6)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY
Presentation of tithes & offerings
DOXOLOGY (Hymnal, page 731)
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Nicene Creed
Leader:
Christian, what do you believe?
People:
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten
of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of
very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made. Who, for us and for our salvation, came
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again,
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge
the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who
proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the
Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
RESPONSE:

735 “Gloria Patri”

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
HYMN:
4

331

“Come, O Come, Thou Quickening Spirit”

P R E AC H I N G

OF THE

WORD

SCRIPTURE: Psalm 8
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory
above the heavens. 2Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength
3
because of your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. When I look at your heavens, the
4
work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is man
5
that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? Yet you have
made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor.
6
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things
7
8
under his feet, all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the
9
heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. O Lord, our
Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
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SERMON:

“A New Way to Be Human”

Rev. Chandler Rowlen

COMMUNION
HYMN:

425

“Bread of the World in Mercy Broken”

RESPONSIVE READING:
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.
All:
And also with you.
Pastor:
Lift up your hearts.
All:
We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:
It is right for us to give thanks and praise.
Pastor:
As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread
and offered thanksgiving to God, so too we now offer to God our thanks
and praise.
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Riverwood Presbyterian uses wine in the celebration of Holy Communion. If you would prefer non-alcoholic grape juice, please take a
cup from the inner circle of the tray.

HYMN:

97

“We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator”

BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSING HYMN:

263

“Lift High the Cross” v. 4
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JESUS IS LORD
1. “Jesus is Lord” – the cry that echoes through creation;
Resplendent pow’r, eternal Word, our Rock.
The Son of God, the King whose glory fills the heavens,
Yet bids us come to taste this Living Bread.
2. “Jesus is Lord” – whose voice sustains the stars and planets,
Yet in His wisdom laid aside His crown.
Jesus the Man, who washed our feet, who bore our suff’ring,
Became a curse to bring salvation’s plan.
3. “Jesus is Lord” – the tomb is gloriously empty!
Not even death could crush this King of Love!
The price is paid, the chains are loosed, and we’re forgiven,
And we can run into the arms of God.
4. “Jesus is Lord” – a shout of joy, a cry of anguish,
As He returns and ev’ry knee bows low.
Then ev’ry eye and ev’ry heart will see His glory;
The Judge of all will take His children home.
Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2004 Thankyou Music; CCLI license #11239744

T O DAY

AT

R I V E RWO O D

Covenant Kids Club meets tonight from 5:30-7:00pm (please note the new time!).
January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27
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SUNDAY EVENING SCHEDULE
Covenant Kids Club
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group
Covenant Kids Club / Jr. & Sr. High Youth Group

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS
January 6 Vetta Lavender
January 10 Brenda Sheppard
January 12 Kathy Gilbert
LECTIONARY READINGS FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12
YOUTH PARENTS MEETING
Youth parents are encouraged to attend an informational and planning meeting tonight. We
will gather in the Administrative Building at 5:30pm to discuss the upcoming year.
CATECHISM CLASSES RESUME
Children’s catechism resumes this week Wednesday, January 9, from 3:30-5:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall.
SESSION & DIACONATE MEETING
The elders and deacons will meet this Wednesday, January 9, at 6:30pm in the
Administration Building for their monthly meeting.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a congregational meeting of Riverwood Presbyterian Church on Sunday,
January 13, 2019 immediately following the morning worship service. The purpose of the
meeting will be to elect officers and present the 2019 church budget. The officers ballot will
include two new candidates. Wayne Bell will be presented for the office of Deacon and John
Kim for the office of Elder. Other officers eligible for re-election will include Tom Arnold
(deacon), Bruce DeHaan (deacon), Ed Kidder (deacon), Greg Vander Wal (deacon), Steven
Crawford (elder), Robert Thornton (elder), and Allen Powers (elder). Please plan to attend
this important meeting of our congregation as we confirm God's call in the lives of his
servants and provision for the church.
RIDGE HAVEN CAMP
Ridge Haven is for rising 3rd to 9th graders. If you have not already signed up for Ridge
Haven camp from May 27 through June 1, please do so as soon as possible. This week fills
up quickly. Please let Joann Williams know that your child will be attending to help plan for
transportation. We will be having a fund raising meeting after the worship service on
Sunday, January 20.
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S U N DAY S C H O O L
At Riverwood Presbyterian Church we have Sunday School at 9:45am for all age groups.
MEETING DOWNSTAIRS:
Nursery: Multi-Staffed
2-3 year olds: Janalie Graham & Joanie Norris
4-5 year olds: Lorrie Pate
MEETING UPSTAIRS:
Grades 1-3: Greg & Sarah Vander Wal
Grades 4-6: Tom & Elena Arnold
MEETING IN THE BARN:
Youth Class led by Jeff Pate
MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL:
Adult Class – Beginnings: Studies in Genesis led by Jimmy Hopper
MEETING IN THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:
Adult Class – Radical by David Platt – discussion led by Gene Martin

M I N I S T R I E S O F S E RV I C E
NURSERY VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE:
January 6: April Henry / Elena Arnold / Lisa Kidder & Gabe Henson / Quay Finch
January 13: Michael Henry / Lorrie Pate / Kristen Hancock & Daniel Page / Rachel Drinkard
JANUARY DEACON SCHEDULE:
Head Deacons: Tom Arnold & Steve Patridge
Clean Up: Dusty Sheppard

FINANCIAL REPORT
January - December 2018:
Operating Income:
$419,796.56
Operating Expense*:
$443,658.08
Net Income:
($23,861.52)
Designated gifts:
$66,029.12
Building loan balance:
$873,655.62
*Includes the minimum monthly building loan payment
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